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While  Sedburgh  Parish  Registers  show  over  245  names  of  the 
Atkinson  family  from  1595  to  1800,  the  FOSTER  name  does  not 
appear  until  1622-1623,  and  while  Uncle  Arthur  Foster  and  father 
thought  the  name  derived  from  Forrester,  or  workers  in  the  woods, 
and  that . they  came  from  further  east  to  the  Howgill  district,  my 
thought  is  that  they  lived  further  north  or  south,  where  I  found 
records  of  a  John, Agnes,  Mary,  Thomas,  Jennie  &  Isabel  Foster. 

However,  from  baptism  of  John  Jos.  Foster , 1770, son  of  Joseph  &  Agnes 
Foster, who  married  in  1769,  we  seem  on  firm  ground,  as  they  were  of 
the  Bland  (now  called  Howgill) district ,  West  Riding,  Yorkshire,  and 
can  with  surety  trace  from  them.  Thomas  Sharpe,  Quaker  and  Shoemaker, 
came  from  Lonsdale,  also  to  Howgill,  finally  settling  at  Kendal. 

Due  to  so  many  named  John  &  Joseph,  a  system  of  numbers  enabling 
one  to  follow  his  line  back  or  forward  was  necessary,  &  as  our  NosT 
were  first  assigned  ten  years  ago,  #1  to  John  &  Eleanor,  his  wife, 
their  children  #11  to  #16;  grandchildren  #111  to  #123;  #131  to  138; 
etc,, thus  the  same  number  will  never  appear  for  two  different  persons. 
As  #1 2-Mss  Mary  Foster,  never  married  or  had  children,  #120-1-2-3 
not  hers,  but  of  #11,  in  this  instance. 

We  should  have  changed  all  numbers  when  by  1953  we  had  new  data 
from  England,  and  have  assigned  #1  to  oldest  known  of  head  of  the 
FOSTER  Clan,  but  did  not  do  so,  and  hope  this  does  not  confuse  you. 

We  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  Century  old  letters  on 
pages  40  to  46, written  home  to  Eng. by  John  &  Eleanor,  too  much  worn 
thru  to  photostat,  but  which  are  given  from  typed  copies  of  same. 

Thomas  Washington,  of  Blandsgill,  owned  the  land  of  GATESIDE  and 
NEWHOUSE  farms,  and  Howgill  School,  land  of  SYKE  farm, so  in  England 
the  Atkinsons  and  Fosters  were  small  tenant  farmers,  also  the  Hadwens 
income  mostly  from  sheep  &  wool-raising,  and  with  high  taxes  &  rents, 

&  especially  when  death  duties  had  to  be  paid,  these  families  decided 
in  1843  to  come  to  America,  where  opportunity  would  be  better  to  own 
land.  It . took  all  they  had  for  the  trip,  building  their  own  bunks 
in  the  ship,  own  bedding,  own  food  to  cook  in  box  of  sand  on  rear 
deck,  as  protection  from  fire,  and  about  46  days  sailing  to  cross 
Ocean,  then  up  Hudson  River,  Erie  Canal,  &  Lake  Erie  steamer  to 
Ohio, and  on  to  farm  of  Thos,  Noble,  who  gave  them  work,  near  to 
Massillon,  Ohio.  There  they  learned  new  methods  of  farming,  and  by 
1849,  all  were  in  Shelby  County , Ill ., living  first  in  log  cabins. 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Mann,  of  Burlington, . Kans. ,  and  the  writer,  her  cousin, 
wish  to  thank  those  who  gave  us  willing  cooperation  in  supplying  so 
much  of  data  contained  herein,  on  their  families,  etc.,  and  all  the 
relatives  who  _  by  their  subscriptions  have  financed  the  publication 
of  this  book  in  which  we  have  tried  to  show  every  family  connection, 
such  as  Atkinson-Dobson-Foster-Baird-Garman-Dedman-Boone-Loy-Lyness- 
Rawlings,  and  many  others  down  to  present  date  of  May  1,  1955. 

A  few  blank  pages  are  provided  in  this  book  for  new  entries  to 
be  made  down  thru  the  years.  We  need  to  organize  a  Club,  Society  or 
someone  act  as  Recorder,  to  whom  to  send  information  yearly,  to  be 
cleared  with  the  others,  also  changes  of  addresses,  sort  of  bind  us 
more  closely  together,  scattered  as  we  are.  Since  my  address  will 
be  changed  Nov,  1st,  I  trust  you  will  keep  in  touch  with  Grace  Baird 
or  Mr s.  W.  S,  Mann,  as  I  will,  and  that  all  of  you,  your  children  & 
your  children’s  children  come  to  love,  value  &  appreciate  knowing 
more  about  your  worthy  pioneering  ancestral  stock,  from  which  we 
all  are  sprung.  Sincerely, 

Ms.  Walter  S.  Mann  and  Elmer  T.  Randle. 
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Before  taking  up  the  FOSTER  family  ,  will  show  a  bit  about  the 
Atkinson  family;  Thomas  Atkinson,  1st  son  of  James  Atkinson  and  wife, 
Mary  Tebay,  who  married  July  16th,  1764  by  Curate  of  Howgill,  was  born 
Aug.  3,  baptised  Aug.  18,  1767,  and  had  brothers  William  in  1769,  and 
James  in  1772  and  Robert  in  1774. 

Thomas  Atkinson(B)  married  July  10,  1797,  Mary  Herd(S)  by  Publ.  of 
Banns,  at  Howgill,  witnesses  were  Elizabeth  Tebays,  Richard  Ward,  and 
Mary  Herd; latter  seems  to  be  daughter  of  Robt.  Herd  &  wife  Margaret, 
born  1763,  or  a  dau.  of  John  and  Margt. (Hadwen) Herd ,  b-1769. 

Thos. Atkinson* s  wife  Mary  Herd,  dau.  of  James  &  Ellinor  (Fawcett) 
Herd,  who  had  married  May  5,  1768,  was  born  3/14-baptz: -4/9-1769. 

Mary  Herd,  had  following  brothers  and  sisters;- 
Elizabeth  born  4/28-1772;-  Eleanor,  born  4/9-1775;  Thomas,  4/4-1778; 
Richard, (the  poet)of  Howgill,  2/29-1780;  John,  1/24-1783;  and  JANE 
born  1/22-1788,  baptised  same  day,  and  died  four  days  later.  -  -  - 
(See  old  letter  of  1843,  mentions  above  John  Herd  then  of  Liverpool.) 

I  could  give  you  several  pages  on  Atkinson  &  Herd,  Bowman, Hadwen 
but  space  forbids,  (see  recollections  and  records  of  Art  Foster  and 
his  Uncle  John  as  to  some  deaths  of  Atkinsons  in  England) . Page  71-72. 

Thomas  Atkinson  and  wife  Mary  Herd*s  first  child  was 
Jane  Atkinson,  born  7/8-1798,  and  baptised  8/26-1798. 

John  Atkinson,  •»  12/5-1799,  "  "  12/15-1799. 

James  Atkinson,  "  -1801  died  5/20-1889. lived  Fleetholme ,EHLllicar . 

Ellinor  "Foster"  -1802  "  9/12-1866,  Shelby  Co.,  Ill. 

Mary  Herd, wife  of  Thos. Atkinson  died  about  1805;  he  married  again  to 
Jane  _  who  died  Howgill,  8/2-1869,  aged  64. 

Richard  Atkinson  of  Castle  How,  Howgill  Twp.,  died  Oct.  10,  1870, age  61. 

(See  letter  of  Richard  A. Wilson,  as  to  Thos. Atkinson  * s  four  children 
by  his  2nd  marriage).  (  See  pages  93  and  94.) 

John  Atkinson,  above,  married  about  1822  or  1823,  Alice  Taylor, 
born  in  1801,  who  died  2/15-1875,  age  74,  and  John  died  8/23-1885; 
all  their  children  born  in  England. (it  is  believed  Alice  Taylor *s 
parents  were  George  Taylor,  and  Margaret  Harrison,  married3/31-1793, 
but  as  Vicar  was  away,  I  did  not  get  to  verify  this. (  E. Randle). 

Children  of  John  and  Alice  (Taylor) Atkinson,  as  follows;- 

1- Mary (1820-1905)  M:-  Thos. Hadwen,  in  England,  came  USA  1843,  lived 
for  a  time  on  land  just  east  of  land  leading  to  the  Foster  farm; 

2- Jane  (1825-8/15-1896) never  M:-died  on  "Shanty"  farm, No. of  Church. 

3- Thos. (1828-1901) M: -  Agnes  Hebelwaite , had  store  at  Todd*s  Point,  and 
inherited  his  father’s  farm  "The  Shanty";  left  no  children. 

4- John,  killed  by  an  angry  bull,  8/20-1875  while  still  single. 

5- Eleanor (1830-1920) age  90,  M:-  John  Turner, lived  2  mile  west  of 
Todd’s  Point,  Ill. John  Turner (1833-1886) left  a  dau. Mrs. R. A. Baird,  of 
Decatur,  Ill. 

6- James  (1834-1931) , lived  just  across  road  from  "Shanty  farm"  and  he 
married  a  dau. of  Wm.  Fear,  an  Englishman;  children  were  Alice,  now 
living  in  Shelbyville, Ill.  James  and  Henry  Atkinson.  Mrs.  Hulda 
Leathers,  a  relative,  now  lives  with  Miss  Alice  Atkinson. 

7 - William, (1836-1913) M: -  Emily  Fear,  a  dau.  of  Wm.  Fear,  and  parents 
of  Tot;  Arch,  and  John  Will  Atkinson. Inherited  farm  where  Tot  lives 
now. 

8- Alice,  (1840-1896)  M:  -  a  Mr.  McGlashan, (6/20-1830-4/11-1916)  and  lived 
on  farm  west  of  Wm.  Atkinson’s  farm;  sold  out  and  moved  to  Minn. 

9- Elizabeth,  died  in  Eng.  age  7  weeks,  no  dates  for  her.)  All  of  these 
Atkinson  children  with  exception  of  Mary  and  Ellen  lived  on  farms  which 
were  parts  of  the  600  acres  purchased  from  Mr.  Noble  by  John  Atkinson, 
and  was  about  2  mile  west  of  Todd’s  Point,  Ill,  and  2  miles  north  of 
St.  Mary’s  Church.  While  John  and(Ellen)Eleanor,  came  to  America, 
their  brother  James  remained  in  England,  living  on  the  farm  "Fleet 
Holme"  in  Dillicar  Twp.,  close  by  the  river  Lune. 
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FOSTER  GENEOLOGY  IN  ENGLAND. 

Banns  of  marriage  between  Joseph  Foster  (B)  of  this  Parish, 
and  Agnes  Mattison  of  Parish  of  Kendal,  were  published  in  this 
Church  on  23rd  and  30th  of  April,  and  7th  of  May,  1769,  by  me, 

W.  Gawthrop. -  children  were  as  follows;- 

John, who  later  was  known  as  Joseph,  after  death  of  father, it  seems, 
was  born  6/30-1770,  baptz : -7/29-1770. 


n 


ii 


Ann, 
Jane, 
Frances1' 
Agnes  " 
Joseph 
Joseph 
Mary 
Ann 

Esther 
JOHN 
Agnes 


5/9-1772 
3/4-1778 
8/2-1780 
1/28-1782 
"12/14-1184 
"  5/6-1785 

"  5/15-1788 
"  8/12-1789 
"  4/8-1792 

"  9/8-1795 

2/22-1798 


II 


(must  have  died  inf ancv) 8/15-1784 ) 
(else  son  of  diff.line). 
and  also  buried  6/8-1788. 
died,  Bur:-  6/30-1797. 


were 


6/7--1772,  died  1/18-1783. 

3/29-1778. 

8/27-1780. 

2/24-1782. 

1/8- -1784. 

6/4—1785. 

6/8- -17 88, 

9/6—1789. 

5/ 27-1792. 

10/18-1795. 

_ _  4/1—1798. 

JOSEPH  FOSTER  (B)  and  Agnes  Sedgwick,  both  of  this  Parish 
married  by  Banns,  on  4/13-1795,  by  W.  Gawthrop,  Vicar. 

Witnesses  wedding  were  Richard  Ward  and  Thos.  Wilkinson. 

Above  John  Joseph  Foster, (6/30-1770,  of  the  SYKE  farm  was  buried 
Feb.  16,  1841,  aged  71  years,  and  his  wife,  Agnes,  affectionately 
called  Nannie,  was  buried  Aug.  9,  1857,  aged  86  years,  of  Syke  farm. 

She  is  shown  as  baotised  ANN  SedgwicK,  4/28-1771,  daughter  of  Edmond 
and  Alice  ( PrestonJSedgwick,  who  married  5/31-1768.  Thus  we  have  her 
under  three  names,  but  all  fit  to  her,  in  every  way,  per  Herbert  Foster, 
Mrs.  Raymond  Foster,  tells  me  she  was  told  his  name  was  JOHN  JOSEPH 

Foster,  thus  proving  6/30-1770,  birth,  and  other  records. - E.T. Randle. 

They  had  four  children  as  follows ;- 

A. -  John  Foster, born  9/8-1795,  baptz : -10/18-1795,  Buried  2/19,  1868. 

who  married  1822,  Eleanor  Atkinson,  and  came  to  America  1843. 

B. -  Agnes, (also  called  Nannie)born  2/22-1798,  Baptz:-  4/1-1798, 

who  married  Thomas  Sharpe , shoemaker ,  latter  helped  at  Liverpool 
when  Fosters,  etc.  sailed  for  America  in  1843.  (more  later). 

C. -  Edmund  Foster,  born  1810,  Buried  2/10-1880.  "  " 

D. -  Joseph  Foster.  11 _ 1814 1 _ "  2/24-1881.  "  " 

B.-  Thomas  Sharpe, s  father  married  twice,  at  Middleton,  Kirkby  Lonsdale 
1st  wife's  name  Mary;-  2nd  wife  was  Jane  Fleming,  M: -5/20-1799. 
both  are  buried  at  Middleton. 

ihomas  Sharpe,  Jr.,  born  8/6-1799,  by  trade  a  shoemaker,  and  a  QUAKER, 
by  faith,  M:-  in  Howgill,  Ann, Agnes, or  Nannie  Foster, (b-2/22-1798,  and 
later  they  settled  in  Kendal,  England,  where  he  carried  on  his  shoe 
shop  alone  after  his  partner  had  died.  He  had  settled  in  Kendal  in  1837, 
and  died  there  4/22-1870.  His  wife  did  not  join  the  Quaker  faith,  it 
seems,  as  they  were  unable  to  find  such  a  record,  to  tell  me  of  date 
of  her  death.  The  granddaughter  did  not  know,  either. 

Children  were:-  Jane  Sharpe,  born  Crosdale-beck,  Sedbergh  district, 
12/1-1833,  died  unmarried  when  aged  30  years. 

Emily  Agnes  Sharpe,  born  Howgill ,4/14-1835,  died  in  1918,  at 
Lancaster,  England,  she  joined  the  Friends  Society,  9/27-1864  likely 
as  her  sister  Sarah  joined  then,  but  transferred  9/28-1865  to  Pontrefact 
,  and  later  died  at  Stafford,  near  Blackburn,  in  1931.  She  seems  to 
have  married  as  her  daughter,  Mary  Jane  Robinson,  born  1876,  wrote  me 
in  1953  in  Eng.  from  Blackburn,  but  could  give  me  no  new  information, 
and  wrote  from  a  sick  bed,  perhaps  too  ill  to  collect  her  thoughts. 

A  Mrs.  Brinton,  in  Lancaster,  seemed  per  Miss  Emily  Sharpe,  to  be  in 
some  manner  related. 

ft  Thomas  Sharpe,  Jr., born  1836,  became  a  Quaker  in  Sedbergh,  1861, 
after  attending  a  shoemaker's  school  at  Pontrefact,  came  with  family  in 
1870  to  Kendal  &  with  Wm. Atkinson,  as  partner,  who  died  3  yr. later, 
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after  which  Thomas, Jr.  carried  on  alone,  with  his  boot  and  shoe  shop. 

He  died  at  Kendal,  9/11-1922,  aged  86.  per  Friends  Church  and  per  his 
only  living  daughter,  now  of  #2  Aynam  Place,  Aynam  Road,  Kendal.  She 
was  quite  aged,  feeble,  living  alone,  never  married,  said  all  her  sisters 
were  gone,  but  to  best  of  her  memory,  gave  me  the  following; - 

1-Eliz.  Agnes  Foster  Sharp,  b-1870--d. 1940  in  Kendal. 

2-  Emily  Jane  Sharpe,  born  1872  died  in  Jan.  1953  at  Lancaster , Eng. 

3-  Thomas  Sharpe,  born  1874,  died  1940  at  Durham,  Eng.  and  was  for 
years  an  architect  at  Liverpool,  left  a  family. 

4-  Marian  Foster  Sharpe (herself )b-1876,  now  of  #2  Aynam  Place. 

5-  Gertrude  Sharpe,  born  1880-died  1948,  in  Kendal, of  #2  Aynam  Place. 
There  were  two  other  sons, twins,  one  died  at  birth,  other  in  10  days. 

The  address  1953  for  Mary  Jane  Robinson,  Hollin  Bank  Terrace, 

221  Bolton  Road,  Blackburn,  Lancaster. 


C. -Edmund  Foster , (1810-2/10-1880,  age  70)M:-  1st,  it  is  believed  to 
Ann  Atkinson,  born  in  1811,  and  she  died  at  Wilkinsons,  Howgill,  on 
8/8-1844,  aged  33  years.  His  2nd  marriage,  5/20-1847,  was  to  Margaret 
Morris,  born  in  1824,  and  she  died  3/25-1890,  age  66  at  Wilkinsons. 

There  were  three  children  by  1st  M:-  and  four  by  2nd  marriage. 

C-31-Jane  Foster ( . )M:-  5/25-1861,  Thomas  Gibson. 

C-32-Thomas  "  ( . )M:-  9/27-1962,  Emma  Sedgwick,  (to  Liverpool) 

CC-321a  son  Stanley,  lived  in  Liverpool,  no  further  facts. 

C-33-Ann  Foster  M:-  6/17-1872  Richard  Wilson. 

C-34-Agnes  Foster  M: -11/9-1882,  John  Fawcett. 

341-dau. Alice  Fawcett,  M:-  a  Mr.  Winn,  lived  in  Howgill  till 

her  death  which  occurred  in  1947.  Believe  she  had  children. 
342-Hannah  Fawcett  (  no  data. 

C-35-Elizabeth  Foster , b-Hole  House,  Howgill,  3/8-1863,  married 
1/24-1888,  Haygarth  Askew. 

C-36-John  Foster (  M: -5/17-1892, Margaret  Airey,of  Underbarrow. 

361- Edmund  Foster , Howgill , (1/1-1893-1919 ,  at  the  age  of  26. not  M!d. 

362- Margt.Eliz. "  "  (ll/25-1894-12/2-1928) age  35,  Married 

9/30-1916-Lancelot  Wilson. 

363-  John  Foster, Brunt  Syke, 5/15-1896-6/13-1950 ,M: -1/31 ,  1917,  to 

Mary  Wilson,  who  is  living  on  farm, near  Levens  Village, Field  Place. 

364- Fred  *  k. Foster (6/ 20-1900-  unmarried. 

365- Thos. Ernest  "  (6/8-1900-7/2-1900)  at  Low  W  ilkonsons,  Howgill. 

366- Ernest  Foster (9/4-1906-  M:-1930,  Ina  Bownass,  who  died; 

"  ”  M;-2nd,  7/9-1938,  to  Amy  Bownass.  (no  children). 

3621- John  Thos. Wilson ,4/4-1917-  M: -1/22-1948,  Annie  Thompson, had  4. 

3622- Mary  Margt-.  "  (  4/8-1918-  M: -4/29-1946,  J.  T.  Gott.  had  2. 

Margt.  Rose  and  Thos.  Lancelot  Gott. 

3623- Lancelot  Wilson  (  -1920-5/16-1943)  died  unmarried. 

3624- James  Wilson, (3/23-1921,  M: -1/10-1942,  M.  Atkinson,  2  sons. 

James  Michael  and  John  Atkinson  Wilson. 

3625- Edmund  Foster  Wilson  (4/25-1923-  M: -ll/6-1944 ,  Mary  Atkinson, 

had  David,  Gordon,  and  Mary  Wilson. 

3626- Isabella  Wilson (6/16-1926-  M: -4/4-1949, Miles  Atkinson  Moorehouse. 

had  Lancelot  W. ,  Miles  Anthony,  &  Geo.  Edmund  Moorehouse. 

3627- Fred ! k. Ernest  Wilson, (3/5-1928-  unmarried,  was  adopted  on  mother*s 
death,  by  John  &  Mary  Foster,  so  had  his  name  altered  to  Foster. 

3631- Jas.  Wilson  Foster,  9/22-1920-  M: -9/29-1940 , Hilda  Taylor;  had 
36311- John  Jas.  Foster (2/13-1943- 

36312-Frederick  William  Foster, (8/23-1944- 
36313-  Allan  Foster,  (  1/8-1947- 

36314-Anne  Eliz.  Foster, (  6/7-1950-  Wither slack , Eng. 

3632- -  Margaret  Foster, (8/12-1922-  M:-5/23-1953  Robin  Taylor,  of  / 

3633- -Moyra  Foster,  (1/15-1933-  living  at  home,  works  in  Kendal, 
C-37--William  Foster (1866-8/18-1948)  M: -8/27*1896, Isabella  Brownrigg. 

He  M:-  2ndly;-  Mrs. Daniel  Bracken (W) nee  Jane  Sharpe,  who  died 
9/8-1943,  age  67,dau.of  Jos.&  Marg* t. (Machell)Sharp,  and  are  bur¬ 
ied  at  Skelsmergh  Church.  -  (continued  next  page) 


4. 


No  record  if  any  children  by  Isabella  Brownrigg,  but  had  a  dau. 

0372,  Mary  Edith  Foster (6/13-1909-  M: -4/29-1940  Harry  Blenkharn, 
3721-Brian  Blenkharn,  born  5/14-1941-  Address •- 

:*7^-Alan  "  "  12/1-1942-  16,  Old  Shambles, 

C-3?3--Dsonf  Frederick  Foster  7/29~1945“  Kendal,  Westmoreland. 

D-4- JOSEPH  FOSTER, "Syke "Howgill ,  -1814-Bur : -2/24-1881 ,  aged  67). 

M:-  1851,  Agnes  Tunstall,of  Fell  End,Ravenstonedale,  who  died 

6/28-1898,  at  Draw  Well,  Howgill.  They  had  six  children; - 

41- Joseph  Foster,  1/29-1854-  1933)  M:-1875,  Mary  Jane  Bowman. 

411- Richard  «  -1876—  1917)  killed  in  first  World  War. 

412- Margaret  "  (  Ms-  Stephen  Bousfield. 

4121-F lorrie  Bousfield,  said  to  have  Ms-  and  had  1  child. 

42- Robert  Foster , (b-Syke , 1854-baptz. 8/12-1855, died  12/29-1930)  and 
M:-  5/19-1886,  Elizabeth  Ann  Jackson,- (1/21-1858 — 3/11-1937). 

421- Agnes  Ellen  Foster (8/20-1887-  M: -7/14-1914, Bernard  Gilpin, 
Harbor  Engr.  ship  line,  Liverpool , (d-ll/4-1954 ,  aged  68. 

Address;  16  Moreland  Ave.,  Gt. Crosby,  Liverpool,  23,  England. 

4211- George  Gilpin, (  1915-  M: - 1942, Mar gt.  Kohr,  of  So. Rhodesia. 

42111-  Margaret  Gilpin,  born  1944. 

42112-  Bernard  Michael  "  "  1946. 

42113-  Helen  M.  Gilpin,  "  1950. 

4212- -Bernard  Gilpin, Jr.,  "  1923,  Ms-  Eliz.  Poynton,  of  Gt. Crosby. 

In  W.W.-2  ferried  planes  from  Seattle, via  Canada  to  England. 

(In  1953  he  or  brother  was  over  in  Uruguay,  So. America.) 

The  father,  was  of  Bootle, Eng.  buried  now  in  "Thornton  Garden  of  Rest" 

422-  Joseph  Foster (2/18-1891-  Ms-  1918,  Edith  King,  and  they  have 
for  yrs.  lived  at  18  Brentwood,  Gt.  Crosby,  Liverpool, 23,  Eng. 

He  has  for  years  worked  on  Liverpool  Cotton  Exchange. 

4221-Marion  Joyce  Foster,  (  1919-  M: -1951 , Wm. Aldcrof t ,  of  Liverpool. 

42211-Susan  Marion  Aldcroft, (b-7/3-1952- 


4222-Collen  Jackson  Foster (ll/l2-1924-d-1944  Royal  Air  Force, 2nd  WWar. 

423— Isabella  Foster , b-12/3-1892-  lives  #33  Maryfell,  Sedburgh,  Yorks, 
unmarried,  had  "Sweets  shop,  for  yrs. , retired, cared  for  Herbert 
her  brother,  in  his  last  illness. 

424— Herbert  Foster,  b-3/1-1896-7/18-1946,  M: -Sept .  1936,  Mary  Emily 
Ward,  who  d-7/18-1946.  no  children, cremation  and  ashes  on  Fells  he 
so  dearly  loved,  as  was  his  wife's  ashes.  Treas.  of  local  Masonic 
Lodge,  before  1st  WW  was  in  Phillipines,  representing  International 
Harvester  Co.,  returned,  and  many  years,  Bursar  of  Sedbergh  Boys' 
Grammar  School,  also  a  member  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 


43- 

44- 

45— 

46— 
461- 


John  Foster 
Alice 


(7/  -1857-  1914)  was  a  cripple  from  birth. 

-  #  (2/7-1861-  died  2/18-1864,  aged  3  years. 

Agnes  Alice  Foster,  7/17-1864--12/2-1891,  aged  27,  unmarried, 
William  Foster, Syke  f arm, 3/3-1867— 1937; M: -1893, Ann  Dawson. 

1894--1918)  in  the  Great  War. 


462- Margaret 

463- Thomas 


M:-  1926, 
M:-  1930, 


Isaac  Coward. 


Children-?  2-? 
"  1-? 

"  2-? 


1896-- 

_  %  1900— 

464-Frederick  Foster,  (1902-  M: - 

A  few  of  the  Sedgwick  marriages  and  births  show;- 
John  Bland,  miller,  M:-  7/12-1613,  Isabel  Sidgewicke. 

Henry  Sedgwick,  M:-  8/14-1682,  Agnes  Atkinson. 

Rev.  John  Sedgwick,  of  Howgill,  married  John  Kitchen  &  Sarah  Newby,  1773. 
John  Sedgwick, Howgill,  M:-2/7-1780,  Alice  Moore,  of  Howgill. 

THOS.  WASHINGTON  (B )  M: -5/14-1780,  Agnes  Thornborrow (W) 

-  -  Witnesses;-  John  Sedgwick  and  Simon  Washington.  -  - 

Above  Thomas  is  one  who  gave  the  watch  Alice  Atkinson  now  possesses. 

JAMES  FOSTER, (B)  M: -6/9-1794,  Ann  Thompson (S ), both  of  Howgill,  with 
JOHN  FOSTER  and  Wm.  wightman  as  witnesses.  He  died  at  Blandsgill, 
now  called  Howgill.  10/25-1847,  aged  80  yrs/  had  dau.  Ann  born  1796 
and  son  John  born  1799,  and  Mary  in  1795.  A  Foster  relative. 


extracts  from  Registers  of  the  Howgill  Church. 


AS  OBTAINED  FOR  ME  BY  HERBERT  FOSTER, 


ii 


ii 


ii 

ii 


James  Foster, 
William 
Joseph 
Robert 
John 
Alice 
Elizabeth 
Agnes  Alice" 
William  " 

James 
Edmund 
Margt.Eliz. 
John 

William  " 

Thomas  " 

Frederick  " 
Ernest  " 

James  Foster 
Edmund  Foster 
Thomas  Gibson 
Thomas  Foster 
Richard  Wilson 
Thos.  Capstick 
William  Foster 
John  Fawcett 
Haygarth  Askew 
John  Foster 
William  " 
Margt. Eliz. " 

John  » 


b-Midge  Hole,  Howgill,  baptz :  -  #16>)25th  Nov 

o  14ai  i  c  q  tl  II  1  /I  4-  r* 


99 


b-Hole  House, 
b-  Syke  farm, 
b-  "  " 

b-  "  » 

b-  "  «. 

b- 
b- 
b- 
b- 
b- 

b-(M:-  1916)  " 

b-  Brunt  Syke,  " 
b-Low  Wilkinsons" 

5-  •»  ii  i» 

ii  ii  ii 

5-ii  H  H 

A  R  R 


Hole  House, 
Syke , 

n 

Grayrigg, 


#41 

(#42) 
(#43) 

(#44) 

(C-35) 

(#45) 

(#46) 

( it  ) 
(#361) 
(#362) 
(#363) 
;#364) 
,#365) 
.#366) 
(#367) 


14th  Dec 
29th  Jan 
12th  Aug 
Jul 


7 

8 
17 

3 

29 

1 

25 

11 


Apr 
Mch 
Jul  . 
Mch. 
MAY 
Jan. 
Nov. 
June 


1833, came  USA. 
1846. 

1854. d-1933. 

1855. 

1857. 

1861 . d-1864 . 

1863. 

1864. 

1867. 

1881. 

1893. 

1894. 

1896.  (b-5/15-) 


M 


I  AGES. 


and  Agnes  Morris, 

Margaret  Morris, (2nd  wife) 
Jane  Foster, 

Emma  Sedgwick, 

Ann  Foster, 

Elizabeth  Foster, 

Betsy  Cummings, (b-1855) 
Agnes  Foster, (#34) 

Elizabeth  Foster,  (# C-35) 
Margaret  Airey,jLow  Wilkin 
Isabella  Brownrigg  (C-37) 
Lancelot  Wilson, 

Mary  Wilson, 


5 

Dec, 

1897. 

8 

June 

1900. 

20 

ii 

1900. 

4 

Sept. 

;906. 

29 

May, 

1844 

20 

May 

1347. 

25 

May 

1861 

27 

Sept. 

1862 

17 

June 

1872 

29 

May 

1873 

2 

June 

1880. d-8/8-80 

9 

Nov. 

1882. 

24 

Jan. 

1888 

17 

May 

1392 

27 

Aug. 

1896 

30 

Sept. 

1916 

31 

Jan. 

1917 

B  -U  RIALS. 


(Jno. ) Joseph 

Foster,  Syke(b-6/30- 

1770)  Howgill, 

16 

Feb. 

1841 

age 

71 

.Anne 

"Wiifeinsons (b-1811 ) 

Wilkinsons, 

8 

Aug. 

1844 

ii 

33 

James 

"  (b-8/3-1768) 

Blands  Gill, 

25 

Oct. 

1847 

ii 

80 

Agnes 

"  High 

Branthwaite, 

16 

Sept. 

1853 

32 

Margaret 

II 

ii 

22 

Oct. 

1853 

Agnes 

"  (Nannie  Sedgwick) 

SYKE, 

9 

Aug. 

1857 

86 

Alice 

ii 

"  ( #44 ) 

18 

Feb. 

1864 

3 

John 

ii 

Howgill , 

15 

Jul. 

1864 

4 

Thomas 

it 

Marthwaite, 

5 

May 

1865 

Alice 

ii 

Howgill, 

4 

May 

1870 

13 

Mary 

ii 

it 

20 

June 

1371 

26 

Edmund 

n 

"  (#C-3) - 

10 

Feb. 

1880 

70 

Elizabeth 

"  (M: -6/2-1880  Wm. ) 

II 

8 

Aug. 

1880 

25 

Joseph 

"  (b-1814 ) 

SYKE ,  " 

24 

Feb. 

1881 

67 

John 

"  (b-1798)”bif  i . line)  - n 

23 

July 

1381 

82 

Margaret 

"  (widow)  Wilkinsons,  "  (# C-3) 

25 

Mar. 

1890 

66 

Agnes  Alice 

"  (b-1864 ) 

"  (#45) 

2 

Dec, 

1891 

27 

Agnes  T. Foster (widow)  Draw  Well,  " (#C-4) 

28 

June 

1898 

75 

William  " 

(b-12/5-1897 )  Wilkinsons,  "  (#364) 

18 

Mar. 

1899 

mo. 

16 

Thomas  " 

(b-6/8— 1900)  Low  " 

"  (#365) 

2 

Jul. 

1900 

John  Foster (b-Howgill  5/15-1896) died  Levens  Village,  6/13-1950 
out  on  his  Field  Place  farm,  of  a  heart  attack. 

Harry  Blenkharn,  #16, Old  Shambles,  Kendal , Westmoreland,  died  4/10-1955; 
husband  of  Mary  Edith  Foster,  father  of  Brian,  Alan,  and  David. 

6. 


born 

#1  -JOHN  FOSTER,  "SYKE"  9/8-1795 

M; Eleanor  Atkinson,  1/23-1802 
#ll-Joseph  Foster , Howgill,  9/24-3.823 
M:-  Mary  Dobson,  Eng.  6/24-1829 
#12-Mary  Foster,  Howgill ,12/11-1825 
#13-  John  Foster,  "  8/8—1829 

M: -Rachel  Dobson, Ohio  2/22-1834 
#14-Alice  Foster,  Howgill,  9/10-1833 
M:-  Robert  Loy,Shap,E.  3/2-1834 
#15-Thomas  Foster , Howgill,  5/14-1835 
M:-Mary  Tyson, Grasmere , 2/2-1840 
#16-  James  Foster, Howgill, 10/21-1838 
M:-  Mattie  Lenover, 4/23-1843 


married 

-1822 

Howgill, 

Ohio 

11/11-1846 

unmarried 

Ohio 

6/1-1855 

Ill. 

-1858 

Shelbyville 
4/11-1863 
,  Ill., 
4/18-1866 


died 

2/19-1868 
9/12-1866 
5/13-1902 
5/24-1910 
3/29-1877 
8/4—1916 
2/26-1922 
12/9-1897 
6/8-1901 
12/22-1907 
1/10-1876 
12/29-1911 
8/12-1911 


13  children  of  #11,  all  born  near  Todd's  Point, 

#111-Mary  J.  Foster , farmer, 3/18-1848  b-Ohio  7/30* 

M: -1st , Raphael  Matroni,  3/7- -1868  3/15* 

M: -2nd, Sherman  Dodge,  9/14-1842  4/15-1874  2/15* 

#112-Jno. Dobson  Foster , T. P. 1/22-1850  (typhoid)  11/4* 

#113-Ellen  Foster, Todd  Pt. 4/12-1852  9/20-1872  8/20* 

M: -Sylvester  Cramer,  blacksmith, 

#114-Alice  Dora  Foster,  1/29-1855  9/20-1872  2/19* 

M:-Edwin  A. Boone , engr .  5/1-1848 (dbl . wedding)  8/8* 
#115-Sarah  Frances  Foster , 12/31-1855  1Rnq  12/15* 

M:-John  Garman,  (W)  3/25-1853  /  1/18* 

#116-Jos.Wm. Foster , farmer,  10/4-1857  -1884  10/24* 

M:lsf;Hattie  Davis,  -1859  (childbirth)  3/9* 

M: 2nd;Lillie  Scott,  4/23-1864  12/27-1886  12/13- 

She  M:-2nd,  Angelo  Kemp. 

#117-Margt. (Maggie )Foster  12/13-1859  (cancef)  2/15* 

M: -Jos. Dedman, farmer , 11/15-1849  2/6--1879  12/25* 

#118-Ida  B.  Foster,  10/30-1861  3/4-1884  8/22* 

M: -Ben. O. Smith, fm  Ohio  2/29-1856  teacher-farm. 4/19* 

#119-Amelia (Millie ) Foster ,  1/13-1864  3/1-1887  6/17* 

M: -Chas.C.Snapp, farmer ,1/13-1862  5/13- 

#120-Edwin  Grant  Foster,  3/10-1866  Anthony,Kan.  6/14* 
M: -IstEstella  Ralston,  6/22-1871  3/9-1892 

M: -2nd, Emma  Jane  Reading3/23- ' 68  -1906 

#121-Effie  May  Foster,  4/14-1869  peritonitis  3/24* 

M:-J.W.McIlwain, Editor,  3/20-1867  1/9-1895  3/11* 

#122-Clara  Foster,  8/15-1871  (infancy)  8/17* 

#123-Emma  R.  Foster. 12/31-1872  (memb.  croup)  10/8* 


Add. or  burial. 
Foster  Cem. 

it  ii 

Bethany,  Ill. 

ii  ii 

Foster  cem. 
Shelbyvill eM 

ii  ii 

Eureka,  Kans. 

ii  ii 

Garnett,  " 
pneum.  "  " 
Shelbyville. 

"  Ill. 


Ill.  on  farm. 

1912  Sandoval , Ill . 
1869  Foster  cemety. 
1934  Sandoval , Ill . 
■1858  Foster  Cem. 
•1874 


it 


•1916  Shelbyville  C. 
•1917  (GAR)  "  " 

•1926  Deaatur/Beth' y 
•1921 

•1899  King  City, Mo. 
•1885  Foster  Cem. 
•1950Broken  Arrow, 
Okla . 

•1929  Bethany,  Ill. 
•1929  "(B-Oxford, 
•1951  Bur-Hoyt ,Kans. 
■1931  "  "  " 

•1941  Shelbyville, 
•1929  Todds  Pt.,111. 
■1917. Bkr. Tower  Hill 
•1905  Shelbyville. 

Boulder,  Colo. 
•1908  Bethany,  Ill 
•1931  "  " 

•1871  Foster  Cem. 
■1874  " 


it 


#111  by  2nd  marriage  had;- 

#1111-Hva  lone  Dodge,  2/11-1875 

#1112-Mabel  E. Dodge.  ,  4/10-1876 

1st  M: -Geo. Alexander , 

2nd  M:-Chas.S.  Fox, 

#1113- Irene  Viola  Dodge,  10/9-1877 

M: -Chas.Dannelberger, 

#11131-Marion  D.  "  7/20-1908 

M:-Ruth  Midvin  Sapp, 

#111311-SallyLouDannelberger ,10/18  * 

#1114-Homer  E. Dodge,  11/28-1879 

#1115- Irving  Grant  Dodge,  9/11-1881 

#  M:-lst, Nellie  Beckholt,  3/16-1884 

#11151-Melvyn  Sherman  Dodge, 9/20'08 

M:-  Olga  Swanson,  5/16-1908 

#1115-M: 2nd ; -Mary  Sather,  4/26-1888 

#1116-Edna  May  Dodge,  4/10-1883 

,  M:-William  Clark, of  Boulder, Ill 
#11161-Mary  Clark,  7/21-1913 

M:-  Noel  Christian, 


10/28-1898 
3/18-1909 
(diabetes ) 
7/3-1907 


5/9-1875 


9/2-1931 


32 


-1903 

2/10-1937 

12/21-1924 

9/29-1910 

7/14-1934 


5/12- 

6/21- 

7/17- 


3/20' 

5/23. 


divorced 

•1936  Kimmundy, Ill. 
•1953  Claremont , Col. 
•1947  Oak  Pk.C.  Cal. 

Box  183, 

Boulder  Cy.,Ne\ 
a  nurse 

•1881  Foster  Cem. 
•1946  Sandoval  M 


4/15-1953  Seattle,  Wash. 


7. 


born  married 
#1131-Wm.F. Cramer,  3/10-1873  (infancy) 
#114--Edwin  A. Boone*  s  Ch:- 

#1141-Clarence  F. Boone, gro. 1/12-1874  4/29-1898 


died  BUR:/lived  at 
2/21-1975  Foster  Cem*try 


5/16-1874 

5/4-1899  Wash'n.DC. 


12/31-1903 

5/22-1922 


M:-  Delia  Beetle, 

#11411-Ethel  Boone, 

M:  -Robt .  McKinley, 

#1142-Dr. Henry  Wm. Boone, 

M: -1st, Bonnie  Summitt, 

M:-2nd, Pearl  Parks, 

#11421-Summitt  Boone, 

M:-Pen  Ann  Borden, 

#114211-Pen  Ann  Boone,  2/1-1931 

#114212-Bonnie  Marie  '*  3/1-1941 

#114213-Summitt  Boone,  Jr.  6/4-1943 
#1143--Homer  Thornton  Boonel2/l8-1885  Mitchell, S.D. 


12/31-1875 

9/29-1877 

12/5-1909 


7/13-1890  7/3-1912 

2/18-1914  5/  -1937 


7/14-1938 
3/7-1942 


M: -Helen  M.  Swanson, 

#11431  Knapp  Edwd.  Boone, 

M:-Eloise  Chance, 

#114311  Homer  Edwd. Boone, 

#114312  Linda  Ellen  " 

11431-M: 2nd ; Eliz . M. Hender son8/28- 1 21 

- Children  of  #115;---- 

(#1181) Emma  Garman,  (ill).-  6/124886 
"  M:-  Hervey  Smith,  3/14-1886 

#1151-Mary  Alice  Garman,  574-1890  (of  T.B.) 
#1152  Grace  E.  Garman ,( Ill ) 8/18-1891 
M: -De  Forest  Baird, farmer 
#11521  Donald  E. Baird, Atty. 5/21-1917 
M: -Joanne  McDavid, nurse 
115211-Wm.McDavid  Baird, 

115212-Carolyn  Jean  " 

115213-Barbara  Ann  *' 

115214-Margt.Eliz.  " 

1 1 5215  -Jas. Wilson 


1376  N.  Main, 
Decatur,  Ill. 
Washington, DC 
accountant, 
dentist  of 
Champaign, Ill 
no  Ch.  by  her, 

of  Borden  Milk 

Co. family. 


Civil  Engr. 
Des  Moines, la. 
Maj .Air-Corps, 
Topeka,  Kans. 
220  W. 21st  St. 


4/29-1946  @  Surrey,  Eng. (no  ch. ) 

(Later-#118)  \ 

Y.M.C.A.Sec,  i 
12/11-1912  Decatur  cem*try. 

Anchor  farm,  j 
4/4-1916  Bethany,  Ill,  ! 

Decatur, 

10/19-1946 


Decatur,  Ill/ 
music  teacher. 


8/18-1947 
7/29-1949 
6/ 8--1951 
8/6-1952 

_ _ 6/8-1954 

#11522- Jno. Harris  "Bankr.  8/1-1918  6/18-1942 

M: -Frances  M. Neumeyer,  2/13-1918  Mt. Pulaski , Ill . 

115221-Neil  McClelland  Baird , 5/18*43  b-Cal. 

115222- Jno. Harris  Baird, 3rd,  8/11*45  b-  " 

115223-Carl  Edwd.  "  12/29-1947 

115224-Ruth  Ann  "  7/31-1953  b-Decatur . Ill . 

#11523-DeF orest  Elliott" Jr4/30-1921  (infancy)-  6/13-1921  Prairie  Home  cem 

11524-Roger  Wm.  Baird,  12/16-1923  5/12-1945  Decatur,  Ill. 

M; -Marjorie  Patricia  Claflin  6/15-22  Watertown, Mass. 

115241-Steven  Alan  Baird,  9/17-1949  ©Reading,  Pa. )  .  • 

115242-Douglas  Claflin  11  9/17-1949  "  "  )  - 

#11525-Paul  Edwd.  Baird,  1/17-1926 

#11526-Mary  Grace  "  1/15-1931  12/27-1952 

M;  -’Willis  Henry  Walker ,  11/9-1931 

115261-William  Walker,  8/1-1954  Decatur,  8/1-1954 , Prairie  Home  Cem. 

#1153  John  Walker  Garman,  8/29--1893  Decatur, Ill.  4/21-1947,  Elgin, Ill." 

M: -Louise  Himmelbright ,  8/5-1895  4/16-1919,  no  children. 

#1161-son,  Jos.&  Hattie  Foster , 3/9-1885 - Mch.  .9. -1885,  Foster  cem. 


#1162-Harley  H. Foster, 

M:-  Nina  M. Pierce, 
11621-Nellie  Rose  Foster, 
M:-Glen  W. Davidson, 
#1163-Charles  E. Foster, 
M:-Bonnie  L. Chilton, 
11631-Jos.L. Foster , 

M: -Martha  M.  Malone, 


10/16-1888 
5/31-1890 
9/11-1912 
5/9-1910 
3/3-1892 
2/11-1892 
3/17-1922 
4/5-1924 

R 


@ 


9/10-1910  12/3-1913  Broken  .Arrow, 0k. 


9/17-1932 

3/10-1915 

2/7-1943 


Bank  er , 

Broken  Arrow,  Okla 

11  11  t» 


_  ...  born  married  died  lives/Bur. 

#117- children, etc.  of  Maggie  Foster  &  Joseph  Dedman;-  tarmer;- 


at 


653  W.  Macon, 
b/12- T52Decatur ,  Ill. 

(divorced) 


#1171-Mamie  Belle  Dedman,  3/20-1880  Bethany, 

M:-  Walter  Robt .Crowder , 12/8-1873  9/14-1898 
11711-Helen  Gertrude  "  12/7-1903  7/7 

M; -  James  T.  Nally,  7 

#1172-Mattie  May  Dedman,  9/7-1881  Bethany, 

M: -1st, Bird  V/. Hoskins  (W)  6/25-1899  12/6-1921,  Bethany  cem. 

M:-2nd, Jas.Wm.McIlwain, "3/20-1867  9/22-1930  3/11-1931,  "  « 

M:-3rd,Ocey  Clay  Hoskinsl2/l7- f 71  10/7-1944  10/5-1951, 

#11721-Melva  Margt.  Hoskins,  12/25-1899  Bethany, 

M. -  Vernald  Dale  Snyder,  1/1-1926 


it 


117211-Robt. Allen  Snyder, 

M: -Hope  Farrell  Noon, 
1172111-Paul  Allen  Snyder, 
1172112-Sarah  Jane  " 
1172113-David  Robert 


it 


8/11-1926  Bethany, 
9/27-1945 

5/29-1946 

1/27-1949 

1/10-1951 


"f armer- 
Wbodland  farm 
Army ,  WW#2 . 
Bethany, Ill . 


#11722-  Robt.  Noble  Hoskins,  10/18-1904  Union  Cy.,Tenn, 
M:-Lady  Eliz.  Bransford,  6/4-1932 


117221-  Suzanne  Hoskins, 
117222-Thos.  Bird  " 


9/21-1938 

2/3-1941 


Lt. Com. Navy, 
Univ.  Stn. , 


Charlottesville ,Va. 


#  1173-Arthur  Garfield  Dedman, 4/11-1883 
M:-  Mary  Shanks , Findlay  12/28- T80 
11731-  Mary  Iva  Dedman,  1/14-1907 

M: -Chas.F. Mansfield, II, 

117311-Chas .Fredk.  "  III,  12/3-1944 

11732-  Geo. Foster  Dedman,  11/11-1912 

M:-  Betty  June  King, 


1/21-1906  Sullivan,  Ill. 

5/25-1952  "  cem. 

RFD3-Forest  Ridge 


7/31-1937 


Springfield, Ill. 


Sullivan  Army  WW-2; 

8/28-1948  Sullivan,  Ill. 


117321-Roger  Douglas  Dedman,  6/27-1949 
117322-Susan  Lanora  Dedman,  4/8-1951 


#1174-Freddie  Grant  Dedman, 
M:-  Floy  Roney, 
11741-Hyllis  Dedman, (grocer) 
M:-  Clarence  Lambdin, 


6/5-1885  Bethany, 
2/10-1910 

11/5-1910 

6/3-1934 


Bethany , Ill. 
Dalton  City,  Ill, 


117411-  Richard  Lambdin,  7/3-1939 

#1175-Hazel  Iva  Dedman,  3/6-1895 

M:-  Earl  Shelton, farmer, 

#11751- James  H.  Shelton,  "  8/5-1918 

M:-  Gayle  Freeland, 


Bethany,  Ill. 

3/5-1916 

on  Board,  farmers  grain  Elev."" 
8/29-1939  Bethany, Ill 


117511-Barbara  JeaneShelton,  11/21-1942)  +Wf1-  nc. 
117512-Beverley  Jane  "  11/21-1952) 


9. 


born  married  died  Lived  at;- 

#118-Ida  Foster, Todd  Pt ,, 10/30-1861  Todd  Pt,  8/22-1981 , B: -Hoyt , Kan, 

M:  -Ben.O.  Smith,  2/29-1886  3/4-1884  4/19-1931.  B:-"  " 

-Ben.Oldroyd  Smith, b-m  Ohio, taught  Foster  School, Ill,,  Kans,  farmer.  - 

1181-Hervey  Smith, (Kans)  3/14-1886  Decatur,  Apt-6-1406  Garden  St. 

M: -Emma  May  Garman, (ill ) 6/12-1886  6/18-1910  Santa  Barbara,  Cal. 

(He  YMCA. Sec. Tucson, Ariz. , Honolulu, TH. ,  and  now  retired  at  "  "  " ) 

11811 -Harold  Edwin  Smith,  8/16-1914  Torrance,  Cal. 

M: -Anna  Ella  Campbell,  12/28-1938 

118111-Delyna  Jane  Smith,  7/22-1937  born-Redding ,  Cal. 

118112-Dlorah  Joann  "  12/13-1942  "  Alameda, 

11812-Eleanor  Hervene  "  4/6-1919,  b-Omaha,  M: -@  Tucson)  Box  62, 


12/14-1939 


M: -Thos. Edwd. Tizard , 

118121-Sarah  Hervene  "  10/9-1948 

1182-Wm. Edwin  Smith, Hoyt,  9/13-1887 
M: -  Erma  Isaacs,  8/26-1891 

11821-Helen  M.  Smith,  "  10/7-1912 

M: -Rev. Harold  Brown, 

118211-Bob  BrownrAmericus , 9/26-1938 
118212-L.inda  "  Atwood ,  Ill  .4/22-1947 
11822-Marvin  Smith, Topeka , 8/19-1927 
M: -Shirley  Joan  Voelker, 
dau.of  Mr ,&Mrs. Paul  Voelker,  of  Hoyt, Kans. 
118221-Connie  Jean  Smith, 10/ll-1983 
118222-Ben.j amin  Jos.  "  12/16-1984 

#1183-Grace  Marie  Smith,  7/24-1898 
M: -Byron  M.  Crippen, 

11831-Bvron  Crippen.Jr., 


9/14-1911 
Hoyt , Kan. , 
12/28-1937 


Hoyt , Kan. 
8/4-1981, 


Inspiration,  Ariz. 

born  in  Texas, 
farmer,  Hoyt,  Kans. 


V'/athena 

M.E.Ch. 


Kans . 
Pastor. 


Grad.KSAC. 

live  821  Menninger  Road, 
No. Topeka,  Kan, 


9/1-1920 


10/19-1928 

1/13-1864 


1/13-1862 

1/8-1888 

1/31-1919 

-1946 

-1924 


3/1-1887 

-1917 


10-  -1942 


12/22-1948 

-1913 

12/24-1944 


6/17-1941  Todds  Pt.,111. 
8/13-1939  "  "  " 

1/20-1948  1088  Orchard; 
S.E. Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 


6/28-1983, Prof. U. of  Ill. 

Urbana,  Ill. 


#  119-Amelia  Foster, 

M:-Chas.  C,  Snapp, 

1191- Dr. Carl  Foster  " 

M: -Alice  B. Stafford, 

11911-Mary  Eliz,  Snapp, 

M: --John  Cook, 

119111-Sharon  Alice  Cook, 

11912-Dorothy  Jean  Snapp, 

M: -Jas .Douglas  Osborn, 

1192- Roscoe  Raymond  Snapp , 12/13- T 90 
M: -Edith  Hamilton, 

11921 -Kathryn  Louise  Snapp, 10/  -’23 
M: -Dr. Alfred  E. Swanson, 

119211-Karen  Swanson,  1/  -1948 

119212-Miles  "  10/  -1949 

11922-Kenneth  Snapp,  3/  -1926 

M:- 

1193- Willard  Harvey  Snapp,  2/1-1892 
M: -Nell  Surman,Todd  Pt. 7/8-1893  11/28-1914 

(her  parents  were  Harry  Surman , b-Oxf ord , Eng. M: -Eliz. Alice  Charlton, 

’born  England, 1/3-1889,  and  married  4/3-1892  near  Findlay,  Ill.  ) 
her  Uncle  Tom  Fleming,  8/3-1888,  M: -in  Eng.  6/7-1982, Bur : -Findlay, II. 

11  Aunt, Margt. J. Charlton,  10/14- *84  6/12-1886  8/8-1931  "  "  ") 

1 1931 -Rob t .Harvey  Snapp , Dr .4/19-1916 
M: -Mary  Louise  Lapp, 

119311-Alan  Harvey  Snapp,  9/10-1947 
119312-Louise  Joanne *  11  8/22-1981 

11932-Eliz,  Ann  Snapp,  4/27-1919 
M: -  Ben  L, Smith,  grocer, 

119321 -Robt. Everett  Smith,  8/28-1943 
11 9322-Barb ar a  Jean  "  3/26-1948 

119323-Benj. Willard  "  8/10-1981 


lives  in  Cal. 

2/12-1947  Tucson, Ariz. 
(1078  W. Mackenzie,  Phoenix 


6/8--1943 


6/23-1940 


live  Phoenix 


Safford,  Ariz 


10. 


born  married 
6/2-1921 


died  lives  at 


11933-Agnes  Jeanette  Snapp, 

M: -William  J.  Lester, 

119331-Kathryn  Diane  "  10/4-1942 

119332-William  Lester.  3rd,  7-17-194 8 


Radio  announcer 
7/12-1941  Phoenix,  Ariz. 


(Buried ) ; - 

#120 -Edwin  Grant  Foster, (ill)  3/10-1866  Anthony , Ks , 6/14-1917  Todd  Pt. 


M: -Estelle  Ralston,  Inda,  6/22-1871  3/9-1892 

1201-Alta  Marie  Foster , (Kans ) 10/31-1895  6/10-1920 


ll/25-1892(a  teacher) 
3/11-1921 

7/3--1923  11/26-1947 
8/8- -1948 
11/9-1949 
12/5-1950 


M:  -Walter  Senn  Hoover, 

12011-Dean  Foster  Hoover, 

M: -Georgette  Borin, 

120111-Susan  Ann  Hoover, 

120112-Jas.  Dwight  Hoover, 

12011 3 -Richard  Dean  Hoover,  _ w  _ _ 

#120-M: 2nd, Emma  Jane  Redding,  3/23-1368  6/20-1906 

1202- Edwin  Grant  Foster,  Jr,,  4/1-1908  Denver, 

M: -  Mildred  Whitney , dau, Ray  Whitney)  4/22-1936 

#121-Effie  May  Foster, (ill) 

**  M: -J.W, Mcllwain, (Editor) 

1211 -Elmer  F.McIlwain, 


-1905  Tower  Hill 
1721  E. Newton 
Shorewood, 11 , Wis. 


Boulder,  Colo 
2709  Pine  St, , 
Boulder,  Col, 


4/14-1869  childbirth  3/24-1903, Bethany, Ill. 
3/20-1867  1/9-1895  3/11-1931,  » 


it 


2/20-1896  (and  Publ.) 
2/2-1896  6/17-1920 
9/30—1921 

(niece 

10/24—1948 


"  Echo” 
Enterprise. " 


of  Marie  Shuck). 


M: -  Lois  E.  McMullin, 

12111 -Wm. Burr  Mcllwain, 

M: -  Margaret  Shuck, 

121111-Cynthia  Mcllwain, 

121112-Margt ,  Jane  Mcllwain, 10/29--1951 
121113-Wm,  Burr  Mcllwain, Jr . 12/11--1953 

#1212-Geo. Washington  "  2/22-1908 (diving -in jury) 9/5-1925 , Bethany 

He  was  just  over  one  mo. old  when  his  mother  passed  away, 
from  complications,  following  his  birth.  -  - 


J,  W.  Mcllwain,  M:-2nd,  Mrs.  Cora  Bliss  Schwartz;  and  on 
9/22-1930,  he  M:-3rd,  Mattie  D.  Hoskins,  widow  of  Bird  Hoskins; 
who  was  daughter  of  #117-Mrs.  Margaret  (Foster)  Dedman;(See  #1172). 

On  death  of  his  father,  Elmer  Foster  Mcllwain  took  over  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  printing  and  publishing  business,  which  keeps  him  very 
busy.  The  death  of  Effie  May,  was  from  perotonitis,  the  complications 
which  followed  the  birth  of  her  2nd  son,  #1212,  -  - 

When  young  Mr.  Mcllwain  came  here,  it  was  as  a  school  teacher, 
but  a  short  time  later  he  became  an  Editor  and  Publisher,  and  soon 
had  two  newspapers;  the  Bethany  Echo,  and  the  Findlay  Enterprise 
News,  and  a  fully  equipped  printing  plant  for  commercial  work.  - 


11. 


#l-John  Foster,*  * •*Syke"  Howgill,  9/8-1795 
M: -Eleanor  Atkinson,  "  1/23-1802 

13-John  Foster, Howgillhead.  8/8-1829 

M:-  Rachel  Dobson  (Ohio)  2/22-1835 

131- Jane (Jennie) Foster , (b-ILL)  4/6-1856 

(4)M:-  Ralph  Rawlings , farmer-  6/5-1851 

132- Mary  Alice  Foster , (b-Ill ) .  9/8-1857 

133- John  Wm.  Foster,  (b-Ill.)  8/29-1859 

M:-  Minta  Stich,  5/2-1867 

134- Annie  Foster,  (b-Ill)  11/2-1861 

M: -Lemuel  Wilbur  Stewart,  2/23-1855 

135-  Jas. Ellsworth  Foster, (111)12/24-1864 

M:-  Edith  Helen  Noon,  "  -1863 

136- Wesley  Thos. Foster , twin;  7/7-1869 

M:-  Bertha  Warthman,  11/28-1872 

137- Irving  Clark  Foster;twin;  7/7-1869 

138- Norman  Herd  Foster , j eweler ,  8/7-1873 
M:-  Sarah  Elsie  Bovd: -1881 


Howgill  2/19- 
-1822  9/12- 

Ohio  8/4- 
6/21-1855  2/26 
4/8 

8/13-1879  4/5 

.  3/15 

1/16-1887^/2 

2/21-1884  ^28 

Pra.Home  6/12 
3/  -1889 
Shelby  Co.  2/2 
-1887  3/14 

.  10/1 

6/9-1912 
Shelbvville 


Foster 

II 


cem. 

it 


1868 
1866 

1916  Shelbyville  " 
-1922  "  " 

-1928  Eureka,  Kans 
-1914 

-1861  Foster  cem, 
-1935  Miami,  Fla. 
-1941  "auto  accdt 
-1944  Fremont,  Neb 
-1920  "  " 


■1913 

■1906 

■1946 

•1946 

■1871 


>aran  bisie  bova: _ 

Descendants  of  #131;- 

1311- Robt. Herman  Rawlings,  11/9-1880 

M:-  Mayme  Miller,  9/12-1928 

1312- Wm. Homer  Rawlings,  12/24-1885 

M: -Augusta  Bancroft,  3/6,-1907 

*1313-Edna  Irene  Rawlings ;  twin  3/16-1895  c-/9A  1Qon 
M: Prof. Willard  Earl  Lyness , 12/13-1888  °/zo“lvzu 
*1314-twin ;  Irving  Irl  Rawlings,  3/16-1395  a/oq.iqoq 
_ M:-  Blanche  Weaver. _ 

1  31  91  -k^nnp  +  h  Rawlinnc 


Shelbyville. ' 
Todds  Pt. ,  " 
DeKalb  Co. Mo, 

ti  ii  it 

Foster  cem. 
Mowequa,  Ill, 
-1925  Bur:@ 


3/16-1945  (SHE  No. 4) 

Eureka,  Kan. 
"  Rt.2  " 


ii  ii 


ii 


W23TI907  4/7.1933 


4121  Starr  St. 
Lincoln,  Neb. 

Rt.  #2, 
Eureka,  Kans. 


13121-Kenneth  Rawlings, 

M:-  Audrey  Smith, 
131211  Allan  K.  Rawlings, 
13122-Delbert  Rawlings, 


10/26-1935 

10/26-1917 


M:-lst,Linna  Robbins, 

M: -2nd, Betty  Jo. Gilroy, 


10/28-1939 


10/12-1937 

4/30-1947 


131221-Sharon  Kay  Rawlings, 

13123-Ravmond  Rawlings.farmer.il/19-1922 
13131-Warren  Irl  Lyness, chem.  4/24-1921 
M: -Helen  Louise  Lanning, 
131311-Louise  Eileen  Lyness, 
131312-Donald  Eugene  " 

131313-Miriam  Irene  " 

131314-Kathleen  Alice  " 

*  13132- (twin) Phyllis  Irene 


R#2 , Madi son , Kan . 
Norton,  " 

3/1-1952  Eureka,  Kan. 


Pr  o  c  t  o  r/Ga  mbld 
Cincinnati ,0, 
9/5-1945  (infancy) 


ii 


8/20-1923  8/27-1944 

9/5-1945  . . 

6/5-1947 
4/20-1950 

10/20-1951 
8/29-1922 

M:-  Earl  J. Cook, Lt. Col. MarinesWW2)  8/21-1947 
131321-David  Earl  Cook,  4/9-1949 

131322- Jeanette  Cook,  5/16-1952 

131323-Steven  Willard  Cook,  4/3-1954 

*  13133 (twin) Phil. Eugene  Lyness,  8/29-1922 
M:-  Ruth  Ann  F inkle, 

131331-Susan  Jennifer  Lyness,  5/7-1950 
131332- Jeff rev  Phillip  n  9/4-1952 

•*13133-twin:  Phillip  Eugene  M 
13134-Marilyn  Jeanette  Lyness,  7/30-1927  Auburn, Neb 
M:-  Duane  Nielsen,  7/28-1926  6/6-1948 

131341-Eric  Scott  Nielsen,  5/28-1952 

131342-Andrea  Gavle  » _  5/23-1954 

13141-Irlene  Rawlings , Grad. K.S . 10/7-1932 

made  a  tour  in  Scotland,  1954:  now  is  teaching  209  East  St.,  Iola.  Kans. 


5/1-1949 


Nebraska  City, 
teaching. 


b-@  Lincoln,  Neb. 

Albert  Lea, Minn 


is  a  salesman. 

.  both  teach 

Auburn,  Neb. 


12. 


born 


4/14-1389 
9/1- 
9/26- 


9/9- 

3/14- 


Fla . 

1385  2/  7-1915 

1921  Fla. 

4/7-1946 

1890  . 

1892 


11/13-1913 


11/27-191.2 


#  133- John  Wm. Foster (builder )  8/29- 

M: -Minta  Stich,Mowequa ,  5/2- 

#1331-Mabel  Foster , (b- ILL)  10/20- 
M:-Walter  Kimball, Iola,Ks. 

(  no  children). 

#1332-Ertel  Foster, 

M: -Harry  E.  Dale, 

13321-Ruth  Esther  Dale, 

M: -Jas .Donald  Carpenter, 

#1333-Francis  Jay  Foster, 

#1334-Grace  Foster,  (b-Mo.) 

M:-  Lotus  Clay, 

13341-Lois  A.  Clay,  (b-Mo. ) 

M:-Ralph  T. McCormack,  6/15-1935 

M:-2nd,Wm. J.Sartarelli ,  .  9/1-1951 

13342-Foster  Wm.  Clay, (b-Mo. )  9/28-1915  Ft. Lauderdale , 

M: -Louise  Sara  Whiteside  9/26-1938 

133421-Stanley  Foster  Clay,  10/29-1954 
13343-Ruth  Evelyn  Clay, (Mo). 

M:-Jack  Clifford  Martin, 

133431-  "  "  "  Jr., 

M:-Patricia  Joan  Lee, 

1334311- Judith  Lynn  Martin, 


—  -  /  - 

M: -Marjorie  Hansen, 
133511-Cheryl  Susan  Foster, 


M: -Carolyn  E,  Ripple, 

13353-Waiter  Jas. Foster , King  Cy.l/ll-*25 
M:  - 

13354-Geo. Kenneth  Foster,  " 

Al:-June  Marie  Hodge, 

13355-Bonnie  Jean  Foster, 

M:-  Ross  Durant,  Jr., 

13356-Harold  Bernard  Foster 


_  married  buried/lived  at 

1359  1/16  ioo7  Id/ 2- 1 935  MI  a  mi ,  F 1  a . 

1867  7  11/30-1941  "auto  accdt. 

1887  Gooding, Ida  Kan. Ore, Cal. 

6/l6-1913d-abt-1939  in  Oregon. 


227 O^NW  28  St., 
Miami,  Fla. 

Vet-WW#2. 

-1890  Union  *  Mo. 

2162NW26  St., 
Miami,  Fla. 
(divorce-1949 


1/14- 1917Ft .Lauderdale 
8/17-1932 

4/17-1934  Woodbine, Ga. 

ll/28- 1950 

8/5-1952 


Sprvis. foreman 
Easter  AirLine 

S . BellTel . 
Ocala,  Fla. 
Fla.P.&Lt.Co. 


.9/22-1925 

.11/8-1921 

Minneapolis 

Navy  WW2. 
5105-12  Av.So 

8/13-1945 

Minneapolis. 

8/27-1946 

11/19-1950 

9/26-1923 

Miami, Fla . 
9/7-1950 

1861  SW36  Ave. 

9/21-1929 

Miami,  Fla. 

y. 1/11-' 25 

10/11- '28 

Miami, Fla. 

b-Cherokee, Iowa 

4/19-1930 

4/14-1951 
Miami , 

b-LeMars,  Iowa. 

1/9-1934 

9/5-1953 

b-LeMars,  Iowa. 

1335 —  Harold  Max  Foster , Union*  9/15-1893  St. Joe, Mo. 

M:-  Vera  Day, b-Remsen, la. 5/25-1901  5/9-1918 

1336 —  Wm.Roscoe  Foster , Union*  11/8-1896/7  Quimby,Ia. 

M: -Alma  J.  Day,  9/2-1920 


845  NW  47  St. , 
Miami,  Fla. 

Miami ,  Fla. 


1337- -Alice  Foster,  b-Mo., 
M:-Lloyd  Sexton, of  Mo., 

1338- Raymond  Maris  Foster, 

M: -Mary  Kathryn  Simpson, 

1339- Anna  Ruth  Foster, b-Mo. 

M:-  Geo. Maury  Belk, 

latter  had  2  children;- 

13391-Phyllis  Maurine  Belk, 

M:-  Robt.  Bronson, 


2/17-1902  940  NW  47th  St., 

9/17-1919  9/28-1944  Miami, Fla. 
10/22-1903  St. Joe, Mo.  Apt-3, L. A. -49-Cal. 
4/16-1904  12/9-1924  11813  Dorothy  St. 

1/14-1906  in  Fla.  7/13-1930  Pompano, Fla. 
1/28- 1927/or 28. 

1/21-1923  Pahokee.Fla. 

7/23-1949 


13392-Geo. Maury  Belk, Jr. ,  4/23-1929/30  Pahokee.Fla. 

M:-Jeanne  LaVerne  Haughton, 

*#133412-  Robert  Martin,  ( b- Fla)  _  (  a  new  add'l.  item.) 

NOTE:-Sorry  was  unable  to  learn  more  complete  data  on  above,  or 
the  missing  dates,  and  likely  some  births  are  also  omitted,  but 
is  as  complete  as  was  able  to  get  it  thru  correspondence. 

13. 


(live  at  ) 


#1336  Wm.  Roscoe  Foster  and 

13361  Brandon  Wm.  Foster, 

^  M:  -Betty  Jo  Garrett, 

13362  Madeline  Ella  Foster 

M: -Archie  Jones, 

133821  Sherie  Launette  Jones  6/  -1941 

13363  Lita  June  Foster,  6/  -1925 


wife  had;-  (married) 
6/14-1921  Orlando, Fla. 

5/10-1942 

5/29-1922  3/22-1939 

(div. ] 


M:  -  Walter 
133631  Jos.  Brandon 
133632  Patricia  " 

133633  Nancy  Kay  " 

133634  Judy  Anne  " 

13364  David  Day  Foster. 


1337  Alice  Foster (b-Mo) , 
M: -Lloyd  Sexton, 


Todd , 

Todd, 11/10-1943 
"  1/9-1945 

"  6/13-1946 

"  7/23-1948 

7/16-1934 


Tampa,  Fla. 
1/21-1943 


#see  page  bottom) 
b-Union  Star,  Mo. 

2264  NW  35  St., 

Mi  a  mi  ,  Fla. 

b-Cherokee,  Iowa. 


at  home 


born  in  Fla. 

940  NW  47  St.  , 
Miami,  Fla. 
born  in  Iowa. 

Mo . 


* 


2/17-1902 

9/17-1919 

13371  Raymond  Russel  Sexton,7/28-1921 
M: -Penny , dau. of  Ernie  Foster,  of  Union  Star, 

133711  a  daughter,  ? 

13372  Lloyd  Sexton,  Jr.,  1/7-1924 

M:-Mary  Anne,  dau.  of  Ernie  Foster,  of  Union  Star,  Mo. 

133721  a  son  ? 

*This  Ernie  Foster  of  Iowa  &  Mo.,  was  a  diff.line  than  our  FOSTER  * 


bom  in  Iowa 


* 


1338  Raymond  Maris  Foster  and  wife  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal 
13381  Constance  Nadine  "  9/25-1925  (in  L.A. ) 

M:-  Wesley  G,  Fish,  4/26-1922  3/21-1944 

133811  Pamela  Dean  Fish,  4/17-1946 

133812  Chris . Norwood  Fish,  8/8-1950 
*13382  Stanley  Simpson  Foster  5/28-’31  Las  Vegas, Nev. 

M: -Elizabeth  Ann  Thomas,  3/19-1955 


13383  Judith  Ann  Foster, 

M:  -  Bob  Eugene  Smith, 

13384  Martha  Jane  Foster, 

13385  John  Pickett  Foster, 
*After  finishing  college,  was 


had;  - 

moved  to 
Los  Gatos, Cal, 


Army  Communic. 
UCLA  Coll,  Grad, 


a  paratrooper 


to 


sudden 


orders 


to 


7/5-1935  L.  .A. 

10/  -1954 

4/17-1937 
9/8-1942 

called  into  service  &  sent  to  Japan; 


transfer  to  Ft.  Sill ,Okla. for  futher  train- 


Due 

ing,  June  wedding  plans  were  changed  so  only  announcement  of  marriage 
was  sent  out,  as  follows; -"Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillip  Edward  Thomas 
"have  the  honor  of 


announcing  the  marriage  of  their  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Ann, 
to 

Mr.  Stanley  Simpson  Foster 
on  Sat.,  19th  of  March  1955 


Las  Vegas. 


#  134-Desc. 
1341  Lena  M, 


of  Annie  Foste: 
Stewart , 


M: -  Ezra  Hawkins, 
1342  Jessie  M.  Stewart, 


M: -  Ezekial  White, 

1343  Warren  Wilbur  Stewart,  4/30-1901 
M: -Gertrude  Broderson, 


Stewart  and  L.  W, 
1/4-1885 
9/28-1882  11/24-1909 

1/6-1893 

8/12-1914 


133611-Beverly 

133612-Deborah 


Joe  Foster, 
Jean  Foster, 


3/14-1927 

10/8li950)(daUghterS 


Stewart;  - 

12/14-1951  Fremont, Neb 
7/24-1947  "  » 

747  E.4th  " 
3/15-1955  Fremont  " 

9/22-1949  Glendale, C 
no  children. 


of  #13361.  ) 


14. 


&  Harp,  at 
Indiana . 


9/5-1941 


(#134)  Desc,  of  Annie  Foster  &  L,  W,  Stewart (Continued) 

13421  Wm,  Stewart  White,  9/11-1915  (married)  Prof. Music 

M:-  Margaret  Buehler,  7/8-1943  Bloomington, 

13422  Virginia  Anne  White,  4/29-1919 
M: -Jackson  Fredk.Lee, 

134221  Jackson  Fred f k, Lee , Jr. 11/7- f42 
134222  William  Thomas  "  1/30-1946 

134223  David  Stewart  M _ 5/1-1948 

(#135) Jas. Ellsworth  Foster, M: -  Edith, dau  of  Jas.Noon,  &  Hannah  Fear) 
1351  Faith  Foster ,  (b-Ill ) .  4/6-1390  Tekamha,Neb,  (Apt , 10) -Bader  Block 

M: -Henry  Walter  Adams,  1/26-1890  9/13-1915  4/10-1942. Minot,  N.D, 

He  was  trained  at  Ft . Brown . Tex ,, 16th  Cavalry,  in  WW  #1. (no  children) 
1352Sydney  Jas.  Foster , (HI ). 2/9-1892  Prar.Home  2/22-1954  Rochert,Minn 

8/27-1910 


12/3-1916 

4/26-1935 

Minot, 

4/17-1916 


N.W, 

Minot,  N.D. 


") 


ii  ii 


714-3rd  St. , 

(auto  parts  Agcy) 


M: -Alberta  Baum,  (8  ch.  )  __ 

(Retired  fm  GN  Ry.had  cabins , boats , fishing . resort  on  lake  at 

1353  Howard  Ellsworth  Foster , 2/17-1894  (G. N. Conductor )  708-2nd 

M:-lst,  Mabel  Pence, 

M: -2nd, Dorothy  Smith,  of  Minot, 

1354  Helen  Edith  Foster,  ( I lliL 1/24 -1897 
M:-Chas.  R.  Cover 

1355  John  Robert  Foster.  6/6-1901  b-Surrev.  d-3/24-1925  .-Surrey.  N.D. 

13521  Edyth  Eileen  Foster,  1/17' -19l 2  Whapeton,ND.  elk. -V, A.Hosp. 

M: -Major  Raymond  E.  Gelnett,  9/4-1932  Army,  SPAC. ,  WW-2. 

135211  Ronald  Howard  "  5/16-1933 

135212  Robert  LeRoy  "  11/25-1934 

135213  Nancy  Rae  "  1/24-1940 

13522  Mar gt . R. Foster ; Surrey ;  1/6-1914 
M: -  John  Compton, 

135221  Margt,  Ann  "  2/6-1940 

135222  John  Robert  "  5/ 9-1949 

13523  Barnadine  Foster,  2/13-1916  Minot , N.D, (Secty)#29, Anderson  Blk. 

M: Robt . Hall ,  G, N. Ry, machinist ; -  10/16-1938  Minot,  N.  D. 

13524  Naomi  D. Foster ; Parshal ; 5/10- f 17  Bismark, ND.  408  Pioneer  L.Blg. 

M: -Fred  Schlanser ;Contr. ,  1/28-1949  Fargo,  N,  D. 

13525  Helen  Alberta  Foster , 6/22-1920  Ellensburg , Wn.  -  -  803  D.  St., 

Mu  -Patrick  Dorsey , accountant ,  10/  -1945  Pilot , Marines ,  WW 2. 


fc>orn  at  Minot,  N.Dak. 

"  at  Burlington,  Iowa 
"  "  Maywood,  Cal. 

Salt  Lake 

1/16-1936  GN  Ry., Havre,  Mont, 


135251  Michael  Pat. Dorsey,  10/22-1948 


13526  Betty  Jean  Foster, 

M: -Ralph  McCahan, 

135261  Jean  Ann  " 

135262  Jas.  Wesley  " 

13527  John  Sydney  Foster, 

M: -  Betty  Gorze, 

13528  Donna  Marilyn  Foster, 
_ M: -John  K. Schmitz : farmr . 

13531  Norman  Foster jSurrey; 
M:  - 

13 5 311 Nor man (Toby ) Foster , 

13532  Mary  Alice  11  b- S urr e y ; 
13541  Eugene  Chas. Cover, 

M: -Lorraine  Perkins, 
135411  Deborah  Jean  Cover, 
135412  Chas.  Ralph  Cover, 
13542-Paul  Frederick  Cover, 
13543-Mary  Catherine  " 

M: -Howard  Hannenberg, 
135431  Jas.  Howard  "  " 

135432  Cherye  Lynn  "  " 


12/16-1922  Minot, ND. 

12/16-1943 

5/22-1948 
12/23-1953 
1/26-1929  Minot, 
12/27-1950 


Ellensburg,  Wn. 
G. N, Ry . , Minot ; 
RR. Batty. , SPAC  WW2 
12-4 th  Ave.  N.W. 
Minot.  N.  D. 
Minot  Teachers  Coll. 
Natl. Guard,  etc. 


5/10-1931  Tower  City, ND. , Grad.  H.S.-1949, 
7/15-1951 


9/3-1917  educ,  Chf. Petty  Offs. Navy  Sub. 
Portland;  Base, -San  Diego, Cal. 
-1942-?  (in  1950  was  abt.  8  yrs.) 

4/3-1919  lived  Portland .Ore . now  SanDiego 
6/13-1921  Minot;  b-Wolf  Pt. , Montana. 
7/15-1947 

6/29-1949  born  Minot,  N.D. 

9/26-1951  «  11  « 

9/2-1923Hermosa  Beach, 2/10-1941 ; Bur : Surrey 
7/13-  1925  lives  4/52;412  Coral ;Compton , Cal 
11/9-1945  (WW2-In  European  Army 

1//'^47  (#13521  has  M:2nd.  abto  1953, 

2/5-1953  Mr.W.  D.  Mark, 1213  Forester  Dr., 
15.  Dallas,  Texas.  ) 


#136-Wesley  Thos. Foster ;  twin ; 

M: -Bertha  Warthman, 
1361-Homer  Wm. Foster; farmer , 
M:-Florence  Ebersold, 
13611-Leona  May  Foster, 

M:- Wm.  Burke  Tunks, 
13611iDonald  Eugene  Tunks, 


born 

7/7-1869 

11/28-1872 

2/29-1883 

1/31-1895 

12/25-1911 

10/29-1907 

8/29-1932 


married  died  at/lived  at 

2/2-1946  DeKalb  Co.,i4 
-1837  3/14-1946  "  "  " 

S  t.  •  J  o  e ,  Mo  • 

12/7-1910 

4/15-1931  11/5- 1951, King  City,:*, 


13612- Phil  Tunks,  4/18-1935 

13612-Ruby  Marie  Foster,  2/24-1914 

M:-Ralph  Scott  Masters,  1/10-1916 
M:-2nd, Henry  E. Coffman, K.C.  11/4-1918 
136121-Willis  Wayne  Masters,  11/25-1933 
136122-Gary  Leon  "  7/22-1935 

136123-Rhetta  LuAnn  "  1/20-1940 


bus  acciden-i 
2/11-1933  3/19-1943  Maryville, Mi 

5/21-1945  at  K.C.,Kans. 
d-St. Joe  Hosp., 11/25-1933,  »  " 


13613--Harley  Glen  Foster, 
M: -Marjorie  Groves, 
136131-Donna  Lee  Foster, 
136132-Marvin  Dean  Foster, 


12/17-1915 

7/5--1920 

7/11-1933 

10/13-1942 


11/3-1936 


13614-Delbert  Wm. Foster,  9/24-1921  b-Union  *  4/14-1945  Lt.Air  Pilot 

M: -Doris  Jean  Fancher,  5/21-1921b-Oregon,Mo. (m: -3/20-1943)  I 

(she  has  re-married  and  lives  in  Iowa.)  | 

136141-Lanny  Lee  Foster,  3/19-1944  ! 


#1362-Mayme  Blanche  Foster,  4/5-1891 

M: -  J.  N.  Folk,  10/20-1903  since  decea 

M: 2nd, C. Floyd  McKeever,  1/1-  3/24-1923  farms  #136  home  place. 

13621-Velma  Blanche  Folk,  12/24-1909 

M: -  William  Nelson,  -1924 

136211-Ronald  Wm.  Nelson,  9/8—1931 


#1363-  Lester  P.  Foster,  5/17-1895  -  1/10-1901  Union  Star,M  ; 

#1364-  Ava  Foster,  2/9-1898  -  4/2-1898  "  "  " 

#1365-Leslie  Irl  Foster, contr.il/ll- *01  of  "  »  " 

M:-Ruby  Pearl  King, teachr. 4/15-1901  3/4-1927 


#137- Irving  Clark  Foster (twin)  7/7-1869  -  10/1-1871  (Fostef  cem. 


#138-Norman  Herd  Foster  and  wife  had;- 


1381-Raymond  Dale  Foster, 
M:-Corrine  Taylor, 
13811-Larry  Wayne  Foster, 
13312-  Karen  Kay  " 

13813-  Brenda  Jill  " 
13314-  Teena  Dianne  " 


b-  -1916 

b-  -1922 

10/7-1942 
12/10-1945 

7/29-1947 
4/12-1949 


He  has  his  own  business  in  Decatur, Ill. 


Mowequa , Ill 
11  Northern  D, 
Decatur,  Ill. 


16. 


H 


II 


,  ,  born  married  died-Buried/or  lived  @ 

^14- Alice  Foster, (Howgill)  9/10-1833  Illinois  12/9-1897  Eureka, Kan. 
*  M: -Robert  Loy, farmer, (Eng)  3/2-1834  -1858  6/8-1901  "  " 

141- Eleanor  (Ella)  Loy,b-Ill.  3/31-1860  8/30-1943  " 

,  M:-  Jos. Barrier, farmer ,  10/24-1854  6/20-1883  1/17-1943  « 

1411- Clarence  L.  Barrier,  (son)  5/23-1884  -  1/13-1886  Reece, 

1412-  Ethel  P.  Barrier ; Reece ,  3/30-1887 

M: -Charles  Klein,  1/20-1880  3/4-1908 

(a  nephew  of  Albert  Klein) 

14121-Clarence  Loy  Klein,  9/25-1910 

M; -Frances  Louise  Sewell,  12/20-1909  1/30-1938 

14122-Lucille  Klein,  Reese , Kanll/25-1913  -  11/7-1918, flu, Reese" 

14123-Mary  Louise  "  "  »  11/30-1919  Wichita, Kan. 

M:-  Elvin  Chapman,  8/24-1914  1/22-1941  Wichita, Kan. 

142- -Annie  Eliz.Loy, (b-Ill ) .  2/lO-1862d-Canon  City ; 5/10-1896  ElDorado,Ks 

M:-Claude  Highbargain, drugs  -1890 

1421-  Hazel  Ree  "  10/4-1893  -  12/26-1893, age 

143 -  Mary  Belle (Minnie )  Loy,  12/13-1863  unmarried 

144 -  James  Foster  Loy, (b-Ill.)  4/  -1865  - 

145- -John  Grant  Loy,  Eureka;  12/5-  1868  unmarried 

146- -Alice  Jane  Loy;  Eureka,  3/6-  1871 

M: -Albert  Klein,  2/17-  1856 

1461-Albert  Loy  Klein,  12/6-1912 

147 -  Amelia  (Amy)  Loy;Eureka,  5/14-1874 

\  t  i  i  i  t-\  •  ^  ~  _ _ 


5/18-1910 


3  mo. 

4/16-1944  Eureka, Kan. 
8/15-1866  Foster  cem. 
9/16-1895  Eureka  " 

7/3-1923  Ft. Scott, Ks 
7/16-1935 


it 


M; -Elbert  Barrier, 

(he  nephew  of  Jos."  ) 

1471-  Alice  Barrier, 

M:-Frances  Perrier, 
14711-Albert  Louis  " 
14712-Chas.  Loy  Perrier, 
14713-Thos.  David  Perrier, 

148 —  Myrtle  Loy , b-Eureka , 

M:-  Elmer  Gray, 

1481-one  son,  died  in  infancy; 


12/6-1912 

7/3-1928 
5/9-1943 

12/16-1912  GCathol.Ch.  5/16-1952 
8/16-1911  1/20-1938 


3/21-1879  5/18-1910 


Eureka, Kan. 

ii  ti 


2/1-1939 
11/22-1941 
1/29-1945 

3/27-1879 

6/6-1873 


Eureka, Kan. 
2/23-1903 


1/19-1937 


NOTE: -Frances  Louise  Sewell,  was  born  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Robert  Loy,  and  brothers  John  and  Thomas  Loy  came  over  together  to 
Illinois,  from  near  Shap  and  Maulds  Meaburn,  near  Appleby , Westmoreland  Co 
Eng.  and  had  a  relative  James  Robinson,  teaching  in  1911  at  Fitzroy  Coll¬ 
ege,  689  Finchley  Rd.,  Child’s  Hill,  London , probably  thru  a  sister’s 
marriage,  as  Jas.  Robinson  and  Minnie  Loy  called  each  other  "cousin" 
when  she  visited  there  in  1911.  Robert  Loy  handled  sheep  on  Shap  fells 
for  the  Brownrigg  family  of  near  Kendal, Westmoreland, Eng.  wintering  the 
sheep,  per  Mr.  Will  Brownrigg,  aged  90  of  near  Garnett ,Kans.  who  as  boy 
14  yr.old  came  to  Cedar  Creek,  Kansas,  direct  from  Kendal,  about  1867/8. 
Will,  last  of  Thomas  Brownrigg ’s  children,  died  summer  of  1954,  age  91. 
John  Loy/  who  lived  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  became  head  of  a  Railroad  there, 
and  left  some  family.  See  Obituary  elsewhere  on  Thomas  Loy;  herein. 

Robert  Loy  came  out  with  a  Thomas  Bland,  and  Thos. Foster  looking  for  land 
early  in  Civil  War,  came  again  about  1367  or  1868. 

Mr.  John  Baird , Pleasant  Gap, Pa.  rec 'd. following  letter ; 1/31-1865. 

"You  wrote  to  know  if  I  have  purchased  Robt.Loy’s  40  yet.  I  have  not 
&  am  afraid  I  cannot.  His  friends  are  opposed  to  him  selling.  I  will 

try  him  again.  (  Signed)G"  M,  Thompson.  - a  later  letter  from 

Gardner  Milliken  Thompson, of  Shelby  Co. , nr. Prairie  Home  Church,  Mch.29, 
1865,  reads;  "I  bought  the  LOY  40  and  10  acres  of  timber  that  went  with 
it.  Send . $1000. oo  before  Apr. 15th,  or  we  will  lose  the  $50. oo  we  had 
paid  on  it.  (Sined)  G.M„ Thompson.  John  Baird, grandfather  of  Forest  Baird. 

17. 


18. 


born 

Eleanor  Atkinson*s 


married  _ 

#  1  -JOHN  FOSTER  &  Eleanor  Atkinson*s  5th  child, 7  yr.old  in  1843; 
#15-Thomas  Foster ,-b-Howgill,  5/14-1835  Shelbyvillel2/22-1907, Garnett ,Ksj 
M: -Mary  (Polly)Tyson, Grasmere, 2/2-1840  4/11-1863  l/l0-1876  "  " 

151- Arthur  F.G. Foster, (b-Ill)  3/28-1864  Gardner, Ks  9/18-1949  Lakeview  cer 

M: -Sadie  Moore ,Grad. KSAC)  3/7-1866  6/21-1894  4/22-1955  "  Seattle. 

1511- Arthur  Altes  Foster ,Seattle4/13- T05  -  5/24-1906  M  " 

1512- Allyn  Evice  "  "  9/2-1908  Chehalis,  (no  children) 

M:-  Edith  Neat, of  Chehalis, 10/  -1908  12/15- *35  Phoenix, A. 

152- Dora  Foster , (b-Ill. )  9/18-1865  2/17-1886 

M:-Geo,  W.  Gunn,b-Mo.,  10/6-1859 

1521- Clara  May  Gunn, b-Kan. farm  6/23-1887 

M:-V/alter  Scott  Mann,  11/24-1883 

(f armer-Mortician  &  Furn. ) 

15211-Kathryn  Florence  Mann,  5/9-1922 

M: -Capt. Alton  Damron;Holt,K. 3/1-1922  2/^.2-1946 
152111-Rutn  Camille  "Fairbanks ,7/16-1953 

1522- Ada  Kathryn  Gunn , teacher ,  8/6-1889  unmarried  L. A. schools 

1523- Herbert  Thos. Gunn, WW-1; CPA. 10/6-1891  Ottawa, Ks.  2/9-1953.  K.C.,Mo. 

M:  -  Edna  Thomas, of  Ottawa, Ks. 7/6-1891  9/27-1916 

15231-Helen  Frances  Gunn,warnursel/6-1922  K.C.,Mo. 

M:-Master  Sgt.Zeno  Yates ,KC. 2/12- *  16  11/21-1943 
152311-Sara  Beth  Yates,  K.C.Mo.  5/3-1945 

1524- Foster  Arthur  Gunn,Lt.WWl  10/4-1893 
M:-Daisy  Hartley, of  Ottawa,  1/23-1897 

15241-Muriel  Maxine  Gunn,  "  3/19-1924 

M: -Jas.Benj .Rollins ,  1/2 — 

152411- Jas. (Tony ) Roll ins, Wic hit a7/24- 1946 
152412-Rich1 d. Ben j .  "  K.C.,M0.  2/5-1953 

15242- Peggy  Ann  Gunn,  12/23-1928 

Seevers , 

Seevers,  5/19-1954 


Buried  or  lived  at 


at  home 
9/3-1908 


6/18-1926, Garnett  cem, 
Burlington,!' 


A. A.B.WW2. 


M: -Frank  Richard 
152421-Kathe  Suzanne 
152422- 

#1525-Helen  Belle  Gunn. 

#153-Clara  Foster , b-nr, Garnett .  6/17-1868  o/n- 
M:-Chas. Homer  Randle, ( Ill. )  1/22-1864  7 

1531- Elmer  Thos. Randle , b-Kans . 

M: -Mildred  Margt . Elliott" 

15311-Geraldine  "  Randle, 

M:-Victor  Richd. Tarver , 

1532- Jas. Homer  Randle , (b-Kans . 


Ottawa, Kan. 
9/28-1921 
Ottawa , Kan. 
4/24-1944 


Ottawa , Kan. 
4/26-1952 


202  E .  67 th ; 

R .  E  s .  KC ,  Mo 

Las  Vegas 
Ottawa,  Kansi 
5000N. Brooklyn* 
K.  C.  16-ivio. 


57-1  So. Shores1 
Drive ,  Decatur,  I1‘ 
born  "  " 


9/5-1896  .  1/19-1911  Garnett  Cei- 

4/l7-1938;Seattle,Wn 


1/23-1888  Anthony, Ks. 

8/23-1891  5/15-1913  1/18-1919  Seattle, W 

1/18-1919  Seattle,  "  " 

2/15-1913  5/16-1942 

-  2/15-1895  Yakima, Wn. (WW-1) 

M; -Helen  (Tracy )Lopas , Yak ima4/24- 1904  2/20-1924 
15321-Jas. Homer  Randle, Jr,,  "  12/7-1924  CoeurD T Alene, Ida. 

M:-Faye  Mapes,  of  Selah,Wn  i 0/6-194 9  (WW-2) 

153211-  Dennis  Randle,  b-"  "  6/11-1950 

153212-Jas. Douglas  "  b-"  "  10/13-1951 

15322-Barbara  Jean  "  b-Seattle,  3/27-1927 
M:-Mark  Bailey, of  Tacoma,  12/24- f 24 
153221-Lynn  Craig  Bailey , Yakima  8/20-1947 
153222-Mark  Hopkins  Bailey,  "  3/11-1949 

1 5 33- Mar y  Lucille  Randle ,Mt.  Ida. 8/24-1896 - d.of  TB. 7/13-1 924. USSh.Bd.VA71 

1534- Dora  Ruth  Randle,  b-  ""Kan. 5/21-1900  Seattle  1011N#.Adams 

M:  -Joel  D. Elliott;  Everett,  1/27-1888  6/10-1926  4.24-1949.  (cremation. 

(Expert  Auto  Mech. Everett ,Wn.  a  Balloon  Observef  in  France,  WW1. ) 

15 341 -Mary  Lucille  Elliott,  3/14-1927  Tacoma. Coll. Grad.  &  Teacher. 

M: -Richard (Dick) Pearson,  1/14-1927  6/5-1949  (Banker) 

153411-Thos . Earl  Pearson , (Tac .) 12/20-1951  Auburn, Wash. 

15342-Edson  Arthur  Elliott , Everett6/7- *32  Naval  Air  Transp. 1952/3 

/154-mary  Mabel  Foster , Garnett , (  3/21-1871  inf t. cholera ; 7/4-5-1871Garnett. 
v  155- Albert  Thomas  "  "  3/21-1871  »  »  "  "  »» 


Yakima ,Wn. 
9/12-1946 


10040-59  So 
Rt . 6,Bx. 161 
Yakima ,Wn. 
Rt.^,Bx.l67 
Yakima ,Wn. 


913S.23  Ave 
Mortician,  Yakima 


bornn 

#16-James  Foster ;f armer , Howgill  10/21-1838 
M: -Martha  J.  Lenover,  4/23-1843 

161-Cora  Foster , Todd ' s  Pt.,111  3/7-1863 

M: -S .Wheeler , d-1  yr. later, 

M: -Geo.C. Bollinger , merchant ; 


162-Harry  Foster , f armer , Findlay ,  10/1-1369 
M:-  Ella,dau.of  Eugene  Bland9/10-1870 
1621-Luther  Bland  Foster,  8/26-1899 

M:-  Lorna  Tallman, 


16211- Jacqueline  Foster, 

M:-  John  McBride,  Jr., 

162111-Michael  M. McBride, 
162112- Patrick  J.  McBride, 

1622-G. Robert  Foster, 

M:-  Julia  Davis, 
16221-Rosemary  Foster, 


2/24-1928 

9/11-1951 

5/19-1953 

10/25-1906 
3/2- -194 2 


married  died  lived  at 
Illinois  12/29-1911  Findlay, Ill 
4/18-1866  8/12- "  "  " 

4/ll-1898Shelbyville 

Peoria , 

9/27-1891 

410  N.Bdway, 
9/20-1893  Shelbyville. 

P.O.Bx.  249 

9/27-1926  Shelbyville. 

5/3-1949 


Los  Angeles 
San  Diego 


1623-Cora  Isabel  Foster, 

M:-Dr.  Tom  D.  Armstrong, 

16231-Thos.  Foster  Armstrong, 
16232-John  Ricks  Armstrong, 
16233-  Richard  Armstrong, 


12/7- -1908 

6/7-1936 

3/9-1940 

10/12-1942 

11/7-1944 


Mich. City , Ind. 


163--James  Foster,  Jr., 

7/20-1876 

9/25-1893 

M:-  Mate  Silvers, 

8/31-1877 

1631-  Sylvia  Foster, 

2/7-1900 

M:-  Floyd  Parr, 

9/25-1919 

16311-Ruth  Eileen  Parr, 

9/10-1920 

M:-  Thomas  Cruit, , 

2/21-1942 

163111-Sheryl  Lynn  Cruit, 

10/17-1944 

163112-Michael  Cruit, 

9/13-1946 

1632--  Ruth  Foster, 

7/28-1901 

M:-Clarence  Ireland, (physicist) 

9/7-1926 

16321-  Ronald  Ireland, 

7/15-1932 

16322-  Cynthia  Ireland, 

8/17-1933 

1633--  Maude  Foster, 

11/1-1903 

M;-Chas.  Edwd.  Coleman, 

10/4-1923. 

16331-Jimmie  Edwd.  Coleman, 

2/24-1925 

M:-  Mabel  Park, 

2/15-1945 

163311-  Susan  L.  Coleman, 

1/16-1947 

#1633-2nd  M: - (Jack ) John  Walker,  1/24-1947 


Findlay, Ill. 

m  ti 


F indlay, Ill . 


Staley  Mfg., 
Decatur,  Ill. 


*See  under  recollections  of  Arthur  G.  Foster  (later )  that 
his  father,  Thomas  Foster,  James  Foster,  Thos.  Loy,  and  a 
Mr.  BLAND  spent  some  time  before  Civil  War  looking  over  Eastern 
Kansas,  etc.  There  is  no  record  of  which  Mr.  Bland  it  was. 

I  was  under  impression,  tho,  his  name  was  Thomas  Bland. 

Robert  Loy  of  Illinois  was  also  of  this  party,  on  this  trip. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  BLAND  FAMILY. from  1891  Shelby  &  Moultrie  Co .Atlas. 

Captain  Henry  Bland  was  born  in  one  of  the  early  pioneer  homes  of 
Muskingum  Co.,  Ohio,  and  when  only  a  boy  of  a  few  years,  he  asserted 
his  independence  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  He  was  very  amb¬ 
itious  and  enterprising,  full  of  push  and  energy,  and  in  a  few  years, 
he  had  risen  to  the  command  of  a  steamer  plying  on  the  Mississippi 
River.  When  St.  Louis  was  but  a  small  village,  he  bought  a  tract  of 
land  there,  which  he  afterwards  exchanged  for  a  boat  load  of  honey 
that  he  sold  in  New  Orleans.  For  a  time  he  was  overseer  on  a  plan¬ 
tation  in  Mississippi  but  the  Southern  climate  disagreed  with  his 
family  so  he  came  to  Shelby  Co., Ill.  He  was  one  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Todd’s  Point  Twp.  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  on  Sec. 23. 
He  devoted  himself  to  its  improvement  and  made  his  home  there  until 
his  death.  In  early  manhood  he  married  Elizabeth  Dittenhouer,  a 
native  of  Ohio.  She  survived  him  until  1875.  He  owned  extensive 
tracts  of  land  in  Shelby  and  Moultrie  Counties. 

EUGENE  BLAND,  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Bland,  was  born  on 
Section  23,  Todd’s  Point  Twp.  Nov.  2,  1841.  He  was  reared  in  the 
home  of  his  birth  and  can  remember  when  this  section  of  the  country 
was  still  in  the  hands  of  the  pioneers  and  presented  a  far  different 
appearance  from  what  it  does  today  where  many  cultivated  farms  and 
thriving  villages  have  taken  the  place  of  a  sparsely  settled  and  but 
little  developed  wilderness.  In  his  boyhood,  deer,  wild  turkeys 
and  other  kinds  of  game  were  plentiful.  There  were  no  railways  here 
and  the  farmers  had  to  go  to  St.  Louis  for  the  principal  market. 

His  education  was  conducted  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  other  days  and 
the  building  was  a  log  house,  heated  by  a  fireplace,  and  furnished 
with  benches  made  of  split  logs,  one  side  hewn  smooth,  and  there 
were  no  desks,  or  backs  to  the  seats. 

When  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  he  left  his  father* s  farm  at  the 
first  call  for  troops,  though  he  was  not  yet  of  age.  He  served  a 
few  months  and  then  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability.  As 
soon  as  he  was  able,  he  returned  and  served  until  the  war  closed. 

He  saw  service  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and 
Virginia.  After  the  war,  he  resumed  farming  and  occupied  the  old 
homestead.  He  bought  other  land  and  possessed  about  800  acres. 

He  was  married  in  1367  to  Miss  Nancy  E.  Wright,  a  native  of 
Todd’s  Point  Twp,  and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Martha  Wright, 
well  known  pioneers  of  Shelby  Co.  There  were  eight  children; -- 
Mattie,  Ella  (Mrs.  Harry  Foster),  Ada,  William,  Belle,  Arthur, 

Eugene  and  Roy.  ----------------- 

NOTE:-  Sorry  we  do  not  know  the  antecedents  of  Capt.  Henry  Bland, 
and  whether  or  not  was  of  the  Blandsgill  District  of  Howgill  Twp,, 
in  England,  in  Yorkshire,  near  Sedbergh.  There  were  Blands  there, 
probably  related  distantly  to  Theodoric  Bland  of  the  Virginia  line 
of  settlers  in  the  U.S.A.  of  Colonial  days.  There  were  also  some 
of  name  of  Foster  and  Atkinson  and  Hadwin,  in  Virginia,  very  early. 

A  xRobert  Foster,  born  1304  in  England,  came  to  Dayton  Ohio, 
where  he  seems  to  have  died  in  1332.  He  xMarried  Mary  Ann  Turner. 

Also  a  John  Foster,  came  with  parents  from  England  to  Ohio. 

He  was  born  1834-d-1924)  M:-  Elizabeth  Groff.---  they  had  daughter 
Eva  Elizabeth  Foster-Smith  (Mrs.  Ronald  M.Smith)  who  in  1950  lived 
at  Home  Firth,  Idaho,  but  has  since  moved  to  California.  We  found 
we  could  not  find  any  connecting  link,  to  prove  or  disprove  if 
we  had  any  kinship  at  all;  but  Foster  is  a  very  common  name  in  all 
of  northern  parts  of  England,  as  is  also  Atkinson.  (E.T. Randle) . 
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"Syke"  farm  home  where 
Fosters  lived  before  1800 
and  to  about  1885.  The 
marsh  (syke)in  other  side 
of  the  barn . 


The  new  Chapel  built 
about  1835  or  1838 
In  Howgill. 


Joseph  Foster,  of  Liverpool, 
wife, daughter , grand- da ught er 
and  her  husband,  5/10-1953. 
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JOSEPH  AND  MARY  FOSTER,  a  Short  Bigoraphy 

By  Grace  Garman  Baird  &  Roscoe  Snapp.  -  1933. 

The  early  home  of  the  FOSTER  family  was  in  Howgill  Township  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  Yorkshire,  England.  Here  on  a  farm  called 
'•The  Syke"  (Syke  meaning  a  small  brook  running  out  of  a  quagmire  or 

marsh) ,  two  miles  from  Sedbergh,  Yorks,  and  ten  miles  from  Kendal 
(Westmoreland  Co.)  lived  Joseph  Foster  and  his  wife  Nannie  Sedgwick, 
the  grandparents  of  the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch. 

The  house  was  of  stone  and  in  the  field  behind  was  a  spring 
from  which  water  was  conveyed  by  a  spoutlike  trough  through  the 
stone  wall  into  the  barnyard.  As  was  the  custom  in  those  times, 
the  barn,  which  was  also  of  stone,  was  attached  to  the  house  on 
the  west  end,  with  slits  in  the  walls  of  the  barn  for  ventilation. 

About  three  miles  from  Sedbergh  and  one  mile  from  ;  the  farm 
were  the  Howgill  Church  and  School.  The  old  church  was  built  in 
1685  and  after  the  erection  of  a  new  building  in  1838  was  turned 
into  a  dwelling.  (Here  lived  Richard  Herd,  the  poet,  and  wife.) 

The  new  church  called  "Holy  Trinity"  built  just  across  the  creek 
from  the  old,  still  stands  in  the  cemetery  used  by  the  old  church. 

Here  many  of  the  name  of  Foster  and  Atkinson  were  buried,  but  only 
a  field  stone  lies  to  mark  the  head  of  such  graves  of  the  Fosters. 
Joseph  Foster  was  clerk  of  the  church  about  1830  and  read  the  responses 
until  his  death. 

Howgill  Church  and  School  were  founded  by  Mr.  John  Robinson,  a 
rich  man  who  gave  to  the  support  of  each,  two  farms  as  a  permanent 
endowment.  "The  Syke"  was  one  of  these  farms  and  the  rent  which 
Joseph  Foster  paid  was  used  to  meet  the  running  expenses  of  the 
school  and  the  schoolmaster's  salary.  Around  the  gallery  of  the 
new  church  are  these  words 

"Sacred  to  the  memory  of  John  Robinson  who  founded  and  endowed 
Howgill  School  and  Church  and  made  provision  for  the  poor.  May 
the  righteous  and  their  deeds  be  held  in  everlasting  remembrance." 

Joseph  and  Nannie  Foster  had  four  children,  three  sons  and  one 
daughter.  John,  the  oldest,  born  in  1795,  married  Eleanor  Atkinson 
of  "Gateside"  farm,  and  came  to  America  in  1843,  settling  first  in 
Ohio,  and  later  in  Illinois.  Edmund,  the  second,  married  and  lived 
on  a  farm  in  the  northern  part  of  Howgill  Twp. ,  while  Joseph,  the 
youngest,  remained  on  the  old  "SYKE"  farm.  After  the  death  of  his 
father  and  mother,  he  married  and  was  still  living  there  in  1858. 

The  daughter,  "Young  Nannie",  married  the  village  shoemaker,  Thomas 
Sharp,  who  was  a  very  faithful  "Friend"  or  'Quaker They  had  three 
daughters,  Jane,  Aggie,  and  Sarah,  and  one  son  named  Thomas  Sharp. 

Just  north  of  the  Howgill  Church  and  School  was  a  farm  named 
"GATESIDE"  owned  by  the  Washington  family,  distant  relatives  of  Geo. 
Washington  of  Virginia,  The  home  was  an  ancient  Manor  House  and 
was  solidly  built  of  stone  with  low  ceilings,  supported  by  heavy 
black  beams.  Here  lived  Thomas  Atkinson,  a  man  of  unusual  industry 
and  energy,  and  with  a  strong  rugged  constitution  which  kept  him  hale 
and  hearty  throughout  his  long  life  of  88  years.  His  wife,  Mary  Herd, 
was  a  sister  of  Thomas  and  Richard  Herd  of  Howgill  and  John  Herd  of 
Liverpool.  Richard  (Dick)  Herd  who  had  no  children,  was  a  poet  in  a 
small  way  and  lived  with  his  wife  Betty,  in  the  old  remodelled  church 
near  to  the  "Syke"  farm.  Thomas  Atkinson  and  Mary  Herd  had  four  chil¬ 
dren,  the  eldest, (whose  name  was  Jane,  born  July  8,  1798)  and  John, 
Ellen  (Eleanor),  and  James.  (James  married,  lived  on  a  farm  called 
"Fleet  Holme"  in  Dillicar  Twp.,  near  River  Lune,  died  May  20/1889,  age 
88,  buried  in  Howgill  Churchyard.  (*See  letter  elsewhere  of  R. A. Wilson 
herein,  telling  more  about  the  Atkinson  family). 
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Although  Eleanor,  born  in  1802  concerns  us  most,  since  she  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  John  Foster;-  her  oldest  brother,  JOHN,  deserves  a 
bit  of  space  inasmuch  as  he  and  his  family  came  to  America  with  the 
FOSTERS  and  settled  near  Todd’s  Point,  Ill.  JOHN,  when  23  years  old 
married  Alice  Taylor,  eldest  daughter  of  Thomas  Taylor,  and  lived  on 
"NEW  HOUSE"  farm  until  he  came  to  America  in  1843.  To  them  were  born 
four  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  England. 

John  Atkinson  was  born  Dec.  5,  baptised  Dec.  15,  1799,  married  about 
1822  or  1823,  Alice  Taylor,  born  in  1801,  who  died  in  1875,  age  74;- 

1. -Mary,  who  died  in  1905,  married  Thomas  Hadwin,  and  they  also  came 
in  1843  to  America,  lived  for  a  time  just  east  of  land  leading  to 
the  Foster  farm.  )One  of  their  descendants  is  David  Hadwin.) 

2.  -Jane,  never  married,  died  on  "Shanty"  farm,  north  of 

St.  Mary’s  Church.  ( 1825--8/15-1896,  age  71  yr.4  mo.  24  days. 

3.  -Thomas, husband  of  Agnes  Hebelwaite  Atkinson  and  the  founder  of 
the  general  stores  at  Todd’s  Point . (1828-1901) .He  inherited  the 

"Shanty"  farm  from  his  father;  left  no  children. 

4 .  - John , b-1832  killed  by  angry  bull  8/20-1875, age  43, while  single  man. 

5.  -Eleanor (1830-I920)married  Mr.  John  Turner,  (1833-1886)  and  lived 

2  mile  west  of  Rodd’s  Pt., Ill. -One  dau.Mrs.  R. A. Baird,  of  Decatur. 

6.  -James (1834-1931) "Uncle  Jimmy"  lived  just  across  the  road  from  the 
"Shanty"  farm;  father  of  Alice,  James  and  Henry  Atkinson. 

Miss  Alice  lives  in  Shelbyville,  Illinois,  and  has  living  with 
her  as  companion,  Mrs.  Hulda  (Fear)Leathers,  born  12/28-1854. 

7.  -William,  father  of  Tot,  Arch  and  John  Will  Atkinson,  was  born 

1836-died  1913 ;M: -Emily  Fear,dau.of  Wm.  Fear.  Wm.  inherited 
the  farm  where  Tot  Atkinson  now  lives. -Wm. Fear  came  from  Somer¬ 
setshire,  Eng.  aid  died  in  1879.  M:-  Hannah  Fowler;-  lived  a 
while  in  Wisconsin,  came  to  Shelby  Co.,  -  Hannah  Fear, (1838-1900) 
married  James  Noon  of  Derbyshire,  Eng.  &  had  6  children ;- 
Edith  who  married  Ellsworth  Foster;  Ethel  Braden;  Ruth  Olive; 
Charlotte;  Hulda  and  Amy  Noon.  -  - 

8.  -Alice,  married  Mr.  McGlashan  &  lived  on  farm  west  of  the  Wm. 

Atkinson  farm;  later  sold  out  and  moved  to  Minn.  She  (1840-1896) 
and  Mr.  McGlashan,  (6/20-1930-4/11-1916). 

9.  -Elizabeth,  died  in  England  at  the  age  of  7  weeks. 

All  of  these  Atkinson  children  with  the  exception  of  Mary  and 
Ellen(Eleanor )  lived  on  farms  which  were  parts  of  the  600  acres  of 
land  which  Mr.  John  Atkinson  purchased  from  Mr.  Noble  and  which  lay 
about  two  miles  west  of  Todd’s  Point,  Ill.,  and  2  miles  north  of 
the  St.  Mary’s  Church.  Many  of  these  are  buried  in  Todd’s  Pt.  Cem, 

While  John  and  Ellen  came  to  America,  their  brother  James  remained 
in  England,  living  on  the  farm  "Fleet  Holme"  in  Dillicar  Twp. ,  close 
by  the  River  Lune. 

Eleanor  (Ellen) Atkinson  married  John  Foster,  eldest  son  of  Joseph  and 
Nannie  Foster,  about  the  year  1822.  From  record  on  her  tombstone  she 
was  born  in  1802  (not  in  1805  as  we  had  thought) and  per  word  of  John 
Foster  to  nephew  Arthur  G. Foster  from  written  records.)  They  lived 
the  first  year  of  married  li ffe  at  "Gateside"  where  Joseph  was  born; 
then  moved  to  a  small  two-story  cottage  called  Howgill  Head,  some¬ 
times  called  Midge  Hall,  on  account  of  the  swarms  of  gnats  which 
swarmed  after  a  shower. (Showers  in  summer  almost  daily-ETR). 

Midge  Hall  stood  just  across  Lune  River  from  Howgill  Station  on  the 
London  &  Northwestern  R.R. (known  now  as  Lowgill  Station),  hence 
they  were  only  about  three  miles  distant  from  "SYKE"  farm  where  John 
Foster  was  born.  Here  in  a  good  sized  upper  room  which  was  equipped 
with  a  fireplace  were  born  all  five  other  children,  making  a  family 
of  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  Minnie  Loy,  when  visiting  in  this 
part  of  England  in  1914,  found  this  house  still  standing  and  occupied 
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by  a  family  of  the  name  of  "Winn".  A  letter  written  by  Miss  Loy 
after  her  return  home  stated  that  "Mrs.  Winn  was  a  Foster  before 
her  marriage  and  looked  very  much  like  some  of  the  Fosters  on  this 
side  of  the  water.  Almost  everyone  whom  I  met  while  in  that  vic¬ 
inity  seemed  a  distant  relative  of  ours." 

Because  of  the  difficulties  experienced  in  providing  for  their 
large  families  and  the  limited  opportunities  available  for  their 
children,  John  Foster  and  his  brother-in-law  John  Atkinson,  decid¬ 
ed  in  1843  to  emigrate  to  America.  Great  numbers  of  English  fam¬ 
ilies,  some  of  whom  no  doubt,  were  friends  of  the  Fosters  had 
already  established  homes  in  America  and  were  sending  back  letters 
telling  of  the  great  advantages  available  there,  especially  the 
ease  of  acquiring  land,  which  was  obtainable  only  by  inheritance 
in  England.  Undoubtedly  these  favorable  reports  had  much  to  do 
in  causing  the  Foster  and  Atkinsons  to  move  to  America.  With 
such  a  large  number  of  small  children,  fourteen  in  all,  such  a 
move  represented  an  undertaking  of  great  risk  and  difficulty. 

Except  for  the  fact  that  the  ocean  passage  from  Liverpool  to 
New  York  on  the  sailing  vessel  "Glassgow"  was  of  46  days*  duration 
during  which  many  violent  storms  were  encountered,  little  or  noth¬ 
ing  is  known  of  the  trip.  From  N.Y.  they  travelled  by  steamboat 
to  Albany;  thence  by  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo;  then  by  Lake  steamer 
to  Cleveland;  and  finally  by  canal  to  Massillon,  Ohio,  the  object 
of  their  long  trip.  Here  there  existed  a  large  settlement  of  Eng¬ 
lish  people,  some  of  whom  they  had  known  in  England,  and  into  whose 
homes  they  were  warmly  welcomed. 

Just  what  the  intention  of  the  Foster  and  Atkinsons  were,  reg¬ 
arding  establishing  themselves  in  America  is  not  known.  Judging 
from  their  future  actions,  Ohio  was  merely  a  temporary  stopping 
place  where  they  might  remain  for  a  time  while  they  investigated 
various  regions  farther  west  where  land  was  cheaper  and  while  they 
repaired  their  meager  fortunes  which  had  been  sadly  depleted  by 
the  long  journey.  Accordingly  all  of  the  men  and  grown  boys,  and 
no  doubt,  some  of  the  older  girls  as  well,  sought  work  by  the  day 
and  month  on  nearby  farms,  where  they  acquired  valuable  experience 
concerning  methods  of  farming  and  of  housekeeping  in  America. 

Both  John  Atkinson  and  Joseph  Foster,  the  latter  now  being  21  years 
of  age,  obtained  work  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Thomas  Noble,  an  Englishman 
of  considerable  means  who  had  come  to  Ohio  from  Westmoreland  County 
England,  in  1834  and  had  gone  extensively  into  the  business  of  rais¬ 
ing  sheep  and  wheat.  Mr.  Noble  was  a  good  farmer,  a  man  of  enter¬ 
prise  and  energy,  and  was  among  the  first  to  take  advantage  of 
improved  agricultural  implements  and  machinery  for  farming,  after 
their  invention.  Due  to  his  large  farming  operations,  Mr.  Noble 
required  many  farm  hands  and  many  newly  arrived  English  immigrants 
were  in  his  employ  until  such  time  as  they  had  sufficient  money  and 
experience  to  begin  farming  for  themselves. 

Among  the  most  trustworthy  employees  of  the  Noble  farm  at  this 
time  was  Mr,  John  Dobson;  Mr.  Noble *s  head  shepherd,  one  of  whose 
tasks  during  the  harvest  season  was  to  kill  a  sheep  every  day  to 
provide  the  necessary  meat  for  the  many  hands.  Working  in  the 
kitchen  of  the  huge  Noble  farm-house,  was  his  daughter,  Mary  Dobson. 
As  John  Atkinson  was  by  training  a  shepherd,  having  "been  accustomed 
to  sheep  from  boyhood"  he  quite  naturally  was  assigned  to  assist  Mr . 
Dobson  with  the  sheep.  Thus  his  nephew,  young  Joseph  Foster  came  to 
the  notice  of  Mr.  Dobson;  while  Mr.  Dobson* s  daughter,  Mary  in  turn, 
due  both  to  her  skill  as  a  cook  and  to  her  own  personal  charms,  came 
to  the  notice  of  Joseph  Foster.  Here  young  Joseph  worked  for  some 
four  years  and  we  shall  leave  him  at  his  tasks  while  we  go  back  and 
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trace,  in-so-far  as  we  are  able,  the  origin  of  the  Dobsons  and 
their  emigration  from  England  to  America. 

The  home  of  the  Dobson  family  is  in  Westmoreland  Co.,  England, 
which  adjoins  Yorkshire  on  the  west.  The  exact  home  of  these  people 
which  are  of  interest  to  us  is  not  known  but  it  probably  was  near 
Brampton,  which  was  the  home  of  the  Nobles  mentioned  previously. 

(Note-by  E.T.R. )  A  very  old  "Sheperds *Guide  Book  of  sheep  brands 
shows  a  Robert  Dobson  of  that  district,  Thomas  Noble  of  Millcraggs, 
Brampton  and  Sleddale  and  Wetsleddale  district,  and  John  Clark  of 
Lanthwaite,  Watermillock,  toward  Penrith,  and  Thos.  Atkinson  ,  of 
Hullock  How  with  sheep  brands  registered  all  before  1839,-  ) 

Minnie  Loy  found  many  Dobsons  and  Clarks  still  living  at  Threlkeld, 
Keswick  and  Patterdale  in  Cumberland  Co.  while  many  tombstones  in 
the  village  cemeteries  bore  these  names.  (*Therelkeld  cemetery  also 
has  some  of  name  of  Noon,  Thwaites,  and  Banks  and  Tyson  as  well). 

Miss  Loy  said: "At  Crosthwaite  Churchyard  some  of  them  are  buried". 
John  Dobson  was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co.  about  1800. 

Nothing  is  known  of  his  early  boyhood  and  family  beyond  the  fact  that 
he  had  two  brothers,  one  of  whom  was  a  wealthy  bachelor  who  had  a 
large  estate  with  many  tenants  and  fine  pure-bred  stock.  Both  brothers 
remained  in  England,  About  the  year  1825,  John  Dobson  married  Jane 
Clark  of  whose  family  nothing  is  known.  To  them  were  born  7  children; 
two  sons  and  five  daughters ; -six  of  whom  were  born  in  England. 

They  were  as  follows ;- 

1.  -Nannie  Dobson  Cherry;  married  and  lived  in  Ohio;-  died  in  early 
middle  life  leaving  a  son,  William,  who,  when  a  young  man,  came 

to  Todd*s  Point  community,  worked  for  neighbors  for  a  few  years, 
married;-  lived  a  short  time  on  the  Turner  farm  Va  mile  north  of 
St.  Mary*s  Church;  then  west  west  where  all  trace  of  him  was  lost. 

2.  -Mary  Dobson  Foster,  born  June  24,  1829;  the  heroine  of  our  story. 

3.  -Robert  Dobson: -lived  for  a  time  in  Ohio;  then  came  to  Illinois; 

married  Fannie  Wright  (sister  of  Sherman  Wright* s  father)  and 
settled  on  the  farm  just  north  of  the  entrance  to  Sherman  Wright *s 
farm  (abt.l^  miles  north  of  St.  Mary*s  church).  He  died  there 
Apr.  14,  1871  at  age  of  45,  leaving  five  children;  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  moved  west  (more  on  them  later). 

He  is  buried  in  the  Foster  family  cemetery;  wife  buried  in 
Shelbyville. 

4.  -William  Dobson, b-Dec ,  21,  1821.;  so  far  as  known  he  lived  and 

died  in  or  near  Massillon, Ohio.  (This  date  taken  from  an  old 
Bible  left  by  Grandma  Foster  which  also  bears  on  the  same  page, 
"John  Dobson,  born  April  19,  1842).  The  latter  was  probably  a 
son  of  above  William  Dobson. 

5.  -Rachel  Dobson: -born  1835,  married  John  Foster,  brother  of  Joseph, 

thus  the  Foster  brothers  married  the  Dobson  sisters. 

She  died  in  Shelbyville,  1922, is  buried  in  Shelbyville  cemetery. 

6.  -Hannah  Dobson: -died  in  Ohio  when  about  grown  but  unmarried. 

7.  -Sarah  Dobson-Alward-Pierce: -born  Jan.  20,  1837  at  Massillon, 

Ohio,  came  to  Illinois  to  visit  her  married  sisters,  Mary  and 
Rachel,  when  almost  18  years  of  age,  worked  for  them  and  also 
for  neighbors,  fell  in  love  with  Mr.  Alward,  a  handsome  young 
farmhand  whose  habits  were  none  too  steady.  To  them  two  sons 
were  born,  Ira  and  Alva.  While  the  children  were  still  very 
small,  she  was  deserted  by  her  husband  and  was  forced  to  earn 
her  living  by  doing  housework  where-ever  she  could  find  it. 
Fortunately  her  two  sisters  were  able  to  help  her  in  caring  for 
the  children.  (*From  another  source  I  have  heard  he  took  part  in 
the  Civil  War,  where  he  lost  his  life,  but  have  no  verified  proof.) 
Later  Sarah  married  Joseph(called  Squire) Pierce ,  (who  came  from 
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Nottingham,  England,  with  his  tools  to  work  in  a  buggy  factory  in 
Chicago,  Ill.,  later  removing  to  shop  of  his  own  at  Todd’s  Point. 

He  was  an  industrious  blacksmith  and  wagon-maker  there.  To  them 
were  born  five  children;  Nellie,  wife  of  David  Hadwin  of  Assumption, 
(deceased-Buried  Todd’s  Pt.  Cemetery);  Margaret,  an  unmarried  business 
woman,  now  retired  living  at  2019  St. Louis  Ave,  Signal  Hill,  Long 
Beach,  6,  Cal.  Robert,  who  lived  and  died  in  Chicago;  Mollie  (Bird) 
who  married  and  still  lives  in  Kansas;  and  Rachel  (Toots),  who 
married  a  Mr.  Cherry,  and  lived  and  died  in  St.  Louis. 

Aunt  Rachel  (Dobson)Foster  died  in  Shelbyville  Feb.  26,  1922. 

Aunt  Sarah  (Dobson)  Pierce,  died  at  Todd’s  Pt.,  Aug.  4,  1900,  and 
is  buried  in  the  Todd’s  Pt.  cemetery  beside  her  2nd  husband. 

John  Dobson  with  his  wife  and  six  children  came  to  America  in  1835; 
nothing  is  known  about  the  trip  save  that  the  passengers,  one  of  them 
died  at  sea  and  was  buried  at  sea.  This  experience  made  such  an 
impression  on  6-year  old  Mary,  our  heroine,  that  she  always  remem¬ 
bered  it  and  frequently  spoke  of  it  in  later  life.  Upon  arriving 
in  America  they  went  at  once  to  Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  where  lived  Mr. 

Thomas  Noble,  an  Englishman  of  considerable  means  whom  they  had 
known  in  Westmoreland  Co,,  England,  and  who  had  come  to  America 
the  previous  year.  Here  Mr.  Dobson  obtained  employment  as  the 
shepherd  of  Mr.  Noble’s  large  flock  of  sheep.  A  few  years  later 
Mrs.  Dobson  died  leaving  the  care  of  the  large  family  to  her  old¬ 
est  daughter,  scarcely  in  her  ’teens.*  Little  is  known  concerning 
Mr.  Dobson’s  later  life  but  it  is  presumed  that  he  continued  to 
live  around  Massillon,  Ohio,  and  that  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
buried  in  that  locality. 

As  stated  above,  young  Joseph  Foster  and  Mary  Dobson  were  in 
the  employ  of  the  Nobles  from  about  1844  to  1848.  Their  acquaint¬ 
ance,  first  made,  no  doubt,  from  that  the  fact  that  Joseph’s  Uncle 
John  was  Mary’s  father’s  helper,  quickly  ripened  into  friendship 
and  from  friendship  into  love.  Thus  it  came  about  that  on  Nov.  11, 
1846,  these  two  young  people  were  united  in  marriage;  he  being 
23  years  of  age  and  she  but  17,  That  the  match  was  a  happy  one 
all  who  knew  Grandpa  and  Grandma  Foster  will  readily  agree. 

Throughout  their  more  than  55  years  of  wedded  life  they  were 
as  devoted  to  each  other  as  during  their  days  of  courtship. 

Among  Mr.  Noble’s  estensive  land  holdings  was  a  tract  of  land  of 
some  600  acres  in  the  northern  part  of  Shelby  County,  Illinois. 

This  land  was  level  prairie  quite  unlike  that  in  England  and  Ohio; 
nevertheless,  Mr.  Noble  believed  it  suitable  for  raising  sheep  and 
he  dispatched  John  Atkinson,  his  junior  shepherd,  with  a  flock  of 
900  sheep  to  this  statein  1845.  Mr.  Atkinson  brought  with  him 
his  family,  travelling  in  covered  wagons  and  camping  at  night  along 
the  roadside.  The  journey  of  450  miles  consumed  seven  weeks  and 
four  days,  the  outfit  reaching  the  vicinity  of  Todd’s  Point  in 
August,  1845.  At  that  time  the  village  of  Todd’s  Point  had  not 
been  established  but  several  homesteads  had  been  made  in  the  timber 
along  the  creeks  to  the  north,  south  and  east;  among  which  were 
the  following;- 

John  Roney,  80  acres  immediately  N.E.  of  present  village, 
entered  Dec.  8,  1830. 

James  Roney,  80  acres  to  east  of  above  tract,  on  same  date. 

William  Todd, "settled  at  the  point  of  timber  on  the  Okaw  in 

1835. ” (presumably  a  little  south  of  site  of  present  village.) 

Joshua  Johnson,  80  acres  Va  mile  west  of  Todds  Pt.  cemetery, 

June  11,  1839. 

A  Shelby-Moultrie  Co.  farm  Atlas  published  in  1881,  from  which 
a  number  of  the  statements  herein  recorded  are  taken,  states  that 
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with  but  "two  exceptions  Mr.  Atkinson  was  the  first  Englishman  to 
make  his  home  in  that  part  of  Shelby  and  Moultrie  Counties."  Soon 
afterwards  Englishmen  began  to  arrive  in  considerable  numbers,  & 
all  came  to  Mr.  Atkinson* s  home  to  stay  "until  they  had  made  their 
selection  of  land  and  erected  their  log  cabins." 

The  first  Atkinson  cabin  was  near  the  northwest  limits  of  the 
present  village  in  the  timber  along  the  creek.  As  yet  no  one  had 
dared  venture  out  on  the  open  prairie  to  establish  a  home,  believ¬ 
ing  that  timber  was  necessary  for  buildings,  fuel,  and  protection 
from  the  strong  cold  winds  of  winter.  However,  Mr.  Atkinson  soon 
saw  the  advisability  of  living  close  to  his  large  flock  of  sheep 
and  farming  interests  and  accordingly  established  a  new  home  2^2 
miles  west  and  ^  mile  north  of  the  Point.  This  home  was  the 
"Shanty"  or  "Shanty  farm",  a  name  which  it  still  bears  despite 
the  fact  that  it  later  became  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  best 
improved  farms  in  that  part  of  the  State. 

When  Mr.  Atkinson  came  to  Illinois  in  1845  he  had  but  little 
means.  The  entire  amount  of  his  possessions  was  a  solitary  Eng¬ 
lish  guinea  (21  shillings)  which  he  carried  with  him  from  the 
time  he  left  England.  For  the  first  year  he  worked  for  Mr.  Noble, 
receiving  $150. oo  as  wages.  The  next  year  he  undertook  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Noble *s  sheep  on  shares.  Despite  the  many  handicaps, 
including  wolves  which  in  one  instance  killed  100  of  the  flock  in 
a  single  night,  the  sheep  proved  profitable  and  Mr.  Atkinson  con¬ 
tinued  the  business  for  many  years.  His  flock  at  one  time  consis¬ 
ted  of  between  4000  and  5000  head  and  was  one  of  the  largest  in 
that  part  of  the  State.  With  his  earnings  he  was  soon  able  to 
purchase  600  acres  of  Mr.  Noble *s  land  and  begin  farming  for  himself 

News  of  Mr.  Atkinson* s  success  was,  of  course,  sent  back  to  Ohio; 
whereupon  John  Foster  decided  to  join  his  brother-in-law  in  Illinois 
Accordingly  in  the  summer  of  1849  the  journey  was  made,  going  by  tow 
boat  down  the  canal  to  Cleveland;  thence  by  Lake  steamer  to  Toledo; 
thence  up  the  canal  to  Defiance,  Ohio;  thence  down  the  Wabash  River 
to  Terre  Haute,  Indiana;  and  from  Terre  Haute  to  Shelbyville  and  on 
to  their  destination  in  covered  wagons.  The  time  consumed  on  the 
trip  is  not  known,  but  in  all  probability  four  or  five  weeks  passed 
before  the  long  journey  ended. 

The  Foster  family  at  this  time  consisted  of  ten  individuals  as 
follows ; -the  two  parents,  John  and  Ellen;  four  sons,  Joseph  26  yrs., 
John  20  yrs.,  Thomas  14  yrs.,  and  James  almost  12  yrs.  of  age;  two 
daughters,  Mary  23  years,  Alice,  16  years,  and  last  but  by  no  means 
least,  Joseph* s  wife  Mary  Dobson,  and  their  young  daughter  Mary 
(Mollie)  not  yet  one  year  old.  The  following  account  gives  some 
idea  of  the  inconveniences  of  the  journey;  "When  asking  for  shelter 
for  the  night,  some  of  the  children  would  duck  down  in  the  wagon  so 
that  there  would  not  seem  to  be  so  many  of  them.  However,  they  were 
glad  to  sleep  anywhere.  All  Joseph  asked  was  a  fairly  comfortable 
place  for  his  wife,  child,  and  mother;  the  rest  could  manage  some¬ 
how.  During  the  trip  the  young  wife  Mary,  carried  in  her  pocket 
all  of  her*s  and  Joseph* s  money,  a  very  small  amount,  indeed,  some¬ 
thing  less  than  $150. oo. 

Upon  arriving  at  Todd*s  Point  they,  like  other  English  people 
before  them,  stayed  with  the  Atkinson* s  until  their  own  houses 
could  be  built.  Although  the  Fosters  arrived  at  Todd*s  Point  in 
1849  the  patent  for  their  homestead  bears  the  date  Feb.  1,  1851. 
Probably  a  year  or  more  was  required  for  the  filing  of  an  applica¬ 
tion  for  entry,  before  the  final  patent  was  issued.  At  that  time 
the  nearest  land  office  was  at  Vandalia,  the  State  Capitol,  and  it 
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is  not  surprising  that  Mr,  Foster  may  have  delayed  a  year  or  more 
after  journeying  to  Vandalia  to  file  his  claim  before  going  again 
to  secure  his  papers.  The  original  patent  undoubtedly  written  on 
genuine  sheepskin  has  been  lost  but  its  copy  appearing  on  page  38, 

Vol,  73,  of  the  Shelby  County  Records  is  as  follows ;- 
The  United  States  ) 
of  America.  ) 

Thomas  C.  Beck,  Musician,  in  Capt.  Ross’s  Co.,  7”  Reg.  U.S. 

Inf. ,  having  deposited  in  the  General  Land  Office  a  warrant  in 
his  favor,  No.  65711,  there  is  therefore  granted  by  the  U.  S.  unto 
JOHN  FOSTER  assigned  of  said  Thomas  C.  Beck  and  his  heirs,  the 
E)£  of  N.  E.J4,  the  S.W.I4  of  N.E.J4  and  the  N.E.J4  of  the  S.E.J4  of 
Sec.  20,  Township  13,  N.  Range  4  E. ,  3d.  P.M. ,  160  acres. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  Millard  Fillmore,  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made 
and  patent  and  the  Seal  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  be  here¬ 
unto  affixed. 

Feb.  1,  1851.  (  Signed  )  Millard  Fillmore. 

The  spot  chosen  for  their  new  homes  was  at  the  extreme  edge, 
or  probably  a  little  beyond  the  edge  of  timber  bordering  the  creeks 
that  extended  south  and  west  of  Todd’s  Point,  Here  on  either  side 
of  a  little  brook,  then  scarcely  larger  than  the  little  marshy 
stream  running  through  the  old  "Syke  farm"  back  in  England,  they 
built  their  respective  homes.  Joseph’s  house,  which  of  the  hundred 
or  more  log  houses  erected  during  this  period  is  the  only  one  still 
standing,  was  20’x  24’  in  size;  faced  the  south;  had  a  loft  above 
and  a  huge  fireplace  in  the  east  end  built  of  brick  hauled  from 
Shelbyville.  At  first  the  downstairs  portion  of  the  house  was 
divided  into  three  rooms  but  in  later  years,  after  the  addition  of 
a  shed  kitchen  on  the  north  and  a  frame  two-story  annex  on  the  west, 
the  partitions  were  removed  to  form  the  fine,  large  ’sitting-room’ 
all  members  of  the  present  generation  of  the  Foster  family  so  well 
remember.  In  1849  when  the  Fosters  began  living  in  their  new 
homes,  all  of  the  land  to  the  south  and  west  was  a  veritable  prairie 
inhabitated  only  by  gophers,  prairie  chickens,  and  rattlesnakes. 
Skelton  Birkett,  an  Englishman  as  yet  unmarried,  established  his 
home  the  same  year,  but  it  too  was  along  the  creek  that  flowed  down 
through  the  timber  surrounding  nThe  Point".  Some  five  or  six  miles 
to  the  southwest  in  the  timber  along  the  upper  stretches  of  Robinson 
Creek,  lived  a  few  families  among  whom  were  David  F.  Durkee  who  set¬ 
tled  in  Pickaway  Township  in  1848  and  William  F.  Ware  who  settled 
on  Section  32  as  early  as  1828  but  later  moved  to  the  Robinson  Creek 
settlement.  That  the  prairie  proper  remained  vacant  for  several 
years  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  when  E.  S.  French  settled  on  his 
farm  west  of  St.  Mary’s  Church  in  1857  "there  were  few  settlements 
on  the  prairie  in  the  Township."  Capt,  George  Wright  purchased  his 
farm  the  following  year,  (1858). 

Prairie  fires,  Indians,  wolves  and  rattlesnakes  were  common  in 
those  days.  Grain  had  to  be  hauled  to  Springfield,  to  be  ground  into 
flour,  a  distance  of  some  75  or  80  miles.  The  road  for  the  most  part 
consisted  of  a  mere  track  across  the  prairie.  On  one  or  two  occasions 
young  Joseph  drove  his  team  and  wagon  to  St.  Louis  to  obtain  furniture 
and  needed  provisions  for  his  family  and  neighbors. 

Immediately  upon  obtaining  a  patent  for  his  160-acre  homestead, 

John  Foster  sold  60  acres  thereof  to  his  son  Joseph  for  $60. oo;  the 
warranty  deed  for  which  transfer  is  dated  April  24,  1851,  Ten  years 
later,  Joseph  increased  his  holdings  by  purchasing  40  acres  from  the 
Illinois  Central  R.R.  for  $400. oo  and  zO  acres  from  Mr.  French  for 
$300. oo.  Durinq  the  same  period  his  father  and  brother  were  acquir¬ 
ing  additional  land  so  that  by  1860  the  combined  Foster  holdings 


amounted  to  something  over  500  acres;  300  acres  of  this  land, 
including  both  the  original  homesteads,  are  still  owned  by  members 
of  the  Foster  family.  (180  acres  including  John  Foster, Sr's  home¬ 
stead  is  owned  by  Harry  and  James  Foster  and  120  acres  including 
Joseph’s  homestead  is  owned  by  C.  C.  Snapp,  (husband  of  Millie) 

(and  now  by  Mrs.  Roscoe  R.  Snapp), 

In  1855  young  John  Foster  returned  to  Ohio  to  wed  Rachel  Dobson, 
the  sister  of  Joseph’s  wife,  Mary.  For  several  years  they  lived 
on  a  portion  of  the  Foster  land  lying  just  east  of  the  present  site 
of  the  Foster  school.  Later,  however,  they  purchased  a  large  tract 
in  the  Prairie  Home  community  where  they  lived  until  about  1890 
when  they  retired  from  the  farm  to  Shelbyville. 

(#15)-  A  few  years  later,  (Apr.  11,  1863)  Thomas  Foster  married 
Mary  (Polly)  Tyson,  an  English  girl  who  lived  just  south  of  Todds’ 
Point.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they  moved  (1867)  to  the  vicinity 
of  Garnett,  Kansas,  and  a  short  time  later  purchasing  a  farm"onthe 
banks  of  Cedar  Creek”  about  2^  miles  southeast  of  Mt.  Ida,  Kansas, 
Inspired  by  the  beauty  of  this  spot,  Polly  Foster  composed  a  poem 
of  some  several  verses  "On  the  Banks  of  Cedar",  Five  children  were 
born  to  them;-  the  twins,  Mabel  Mary  and  Albert  Thomas  dying  July  5th 
1871  of  infantile  cholera,  at  the  age  of  3'6.  months.  The  weather 
prior  to  Christmas  of  1875  was  severely  cold  and  stormy,  so  that  they 
did  not  get  to  town  to  get  any  presents  for  the  children,  but  had 
promised  them  that  if  there  were  no  gifts  for  them  Christmas  Day  it 
was  due  to  severity  of  the  weather  and  that  they  could  count  on  them 
by  New  Year’s  Day,  So  in  shopping  in  Garnett,  9  mile  away,  on  day 
before  New  Years  to  keep  this  promise  to  the  children,  Mrs.  Foster 
got  her  feet  wet  in  the  slushy  snow,  and  in  the  long  ride  home 
became  chilled,  resulting  in  pneumonia  and  died  Jan.  10,  1976,  lack¬ 
ing  a  few  days  of  reaching  her  36th  birthday.  A  doll  purchased  this 
New  Year  Xmas  gift  of  1875  for  daughter  Clara,  is  now  a  cherished 
possession  of  Mary  Lucille  (Elliott) Pearson,  of  Seattle,  great-grand¬ 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Polly  Foster,  (A  more  complete  History  of  this 
family  will  appear  on  a  later  page  herein.)-- 

(#14)  -likewise  the  daughter  Alice  Foster,  born  Sept,  10,  1833, 
married  Robert  Loy,  in  1858,  who  farmed  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  on  the  road  west  of  the  Atkinson.  For  a  time  after  their 
marriage  they  lived  on  a  rented  farm  in  Pickway  Twp.,  but  they  moved 
to  Eureka,  Kansas,  where  they  remained  until  their  deaths;-  that  of 
Alice  Foster  Loy  occurring  Dec. 9, 1897;  Robert  6/8-1901.  Interred 
at  Eureka,  Kans. 

The  two  remaining  children,  Mary  and  James  were  still  living  at 
home  at  the  time  of  their  father’s  death  in  1868.  (Their  mother  had 
died  two  years  perviously).  James  married  shortly  after  this,  and 
established  his  home  a  short  distance  northwest  of  the  ancestral  home 
on  land  inherited  from  his  father.  Mary,  who  never  married,  lived 
alone  in  the  old  home  until  her  death  from  pneumonia,  March  29,  1877, 
at  the  age  of  53.  "Aunt  Mary"  was  indeed  a  great  help  to  Grandma 
Foster  in  caring  for  her  large  family  of  children,  and  she  was  dearly 
loved  by  all  her  nieces  and  nephews.  At  the  present  time  (1933)  no 
trace  remains  of  ;  the  old  home  save  a  couple  of  locust  trees  and  a 
slight  depression  which  marks  the  site  of  the  old  well. 

When  Joseph  and  Mary  Foster  came  to  Illinois  they  had  but  one 
child,  Mary  (Mollie),  who  was  barely  one  year  of  age.  One  year  after 
their  arriving,  a  son  was  born,  duly  named  John  in  honor  of  his 
grandfather.  Two  years  later  a  3rd  child,  Ellen,  made  her  appear¬ 
ance;  while  in  the  following  calendar  year  another  daughter  Alice 
was  given  them.  29. 


Then  followed  at  intervals  of  but  two  years,  Frances,  Joseph, 

Maggie,  Ida,  Amelia  (Millie),  Edwin,  Effie,  Clara  and  Emma. 

Since  Mary,  the  1st  child  was  born  in  1848  and  Emma,  the  last,  on 
Dec.  31,  1872,  all  of  these  tnirteen  children  were  born  within  a 
period  of  less  than  25  years,  or  with  an  average  interval  of 
slightly  less  than  2  years  between  successive  babies.  However, 
by  wise  and  patient  management  and  by  training  the  older  children 
while  still  quite  small,  not  only  to  care  for  themselves  but  to 
assist  in  the  care  of  those  younger,  Grandpa  and  Grandma  Foster 
succeeded  in  rearing  a  family,  that  for  happiness,  industry, 
sobriety,  and  contentment  will  not  likely  be  equalled  by  any  of 
the  much  smaller  families  of  the  present  generation  despite  the 
many  modern  conveniences  and  helps  which  parents  of  to-day  enjoy. 

And  it  is  to .the  everlasting  credit  of  these  children  that  they 
never  in  a  single  instance  brought  worry  or  grief  to  their  parents 
by  any  major  act  of  willful  disobedience,  any  instance  of  moral 
laxness,  or  any  disposition  to  be  in  the  least  degree  shiftless  or 
lazy.  Neither  did  any  serious  quarrels  or  jealousies  arise  such  as 
might  easily  have  occurred  in  such  a  large  family.  Instead  the 
sweetest  kind  of  relationship  prevailed  among  the  parents  and  the 
children,  not  only  during  the  time  they  were  living  at  home  but 
also  after  the  children  had  married  and  established  homes  of 
their  own.  Neither  was  the  fine  brotherly  and  sisterly  spirit 
marred  by  any  disagreements  over  the  settling  up  of  the  rather 
large  estate  inherited  by  the  children  upon  the  death  of  their 
parents.  All  in  all,  the  family  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Foster  was 
one  of  the  finest  ever  lived] 

However  the  days  spent  by  Joseph  and  Mary  Foster  on  the  old 
homestead  were  not  all  filled  with  joy.  Hard  labor  and  self-denials 
were  their  daily  lot.  Only  by  the  practice  of  what  would  now  be 
cruel  frugality  and  the  most  rigid  household  economy  were  they  able 
to  provide  for  their  large  family,  improve  the  homestead  and  lay  by 
a  "little  reserve"  for  a  "rainy  day".  From  1850  to  1860,  farm 
prices  were  extremely  low.  Until  the  construction  of  the  Railroad 
thru  Shelbyville  in  1854  there  was  no  reliable  outlet  for  grain  or 
other  produce,  so  that  the  receipts  of  the  farm  were  confined  largely 
to  the  sale  of  a  little  livestock  bought  by  local  traders  to  be 
driven  to  Springfield  or  St. Louis.  The  advent  of  the  Civil  War, 
terrible  tho  it  was,  proved  a  great  financial  advantage  to  all  mid- 
western  farmers,  for  immediately  prices  for  nearly  all  agricultural 
products  rose. to  previously  unheard  of  heights.  Ere  the  war  closed, 
wool  was  selling  for  over  $1.00  a  lb.  on  the  farm,  fat  steers  for 
from  $50.oo  to  $80. oo  a  head,  and  wheat  for  more  than  $1.00  a  bushel. 

Now  the  people  were  able  to  save  and  soon  the  Fosters  had  some 
$700.  or  $800,  laid  by  with  which  they  hoped  to  enlarge  their  badly 
overcrowded  log-house.  Joseph  was  included  in  the  draft  of  1864  and 
rather  than  leave  his  family  of  eight  small  children,  all  under  15  yrs. 
of  age,  he  used_$600.  of  his  hard-earned  money  to  hire  a  substitute  to 
take  his  place  in  the  Army,  following  the  war,  prices  dropped  to  the 
very  bottom  and  agriculture  remained  in  a  state  of  abject  depression 
during  the  following  30  years.  Nevertheless,  this  was  a  period  dur¬ 
ing  which. Grandpa  Foster  greatly  improved  and  enlarged  his  house, 
built  a  fine  large  barn,  tilled  every  part  of  his  farm,  bought  another 
80  acres  of  land  (the  farm  ^  mile  east  of  St,  Mary's  Church),  and 
laid  by  sufficient  money  to  present  each  child  with  $1200. oo  upon 
the  occasion  of  his  or  her  marriage.  Would  that  he  had  left  the 
secret  of  his  success  to  those  of  us  who  are  struggling  to  make  a 
living  under  far  more  favorable  conditions  which  prevail  today] 
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Disaster  far  worse  than  financial  reverses  brought  sorrow 
and  grief  to  these  sturdy  people.  Sickness  came  often  to  one  or 
more  of  the  children  and  in  the  absence  of  competent  care  medi¬ 
cally,  it  sometimes  terminated  in  death.  Nov  4,  1858,  the  sec¬ 
ond  child  John,  a  boy  then  8  years  of  age  died  of  the  dreaded 
thphoid  fever.  His  burned  out  little  body  was  laid  tenderly  to 
rest  across  the  creek  on  the  hillside  in  plain  view  of  the  kitchen 
window  thru  which  Grandma  Foster  must  often  have  gazed  with  aching 
heart.  Three  years  later  a  second  grave  was  prepared  for  Mary 
Alice,  the  3-year  old  daughter  of  John  and  Rachel  Foster.  Thus 
was  established  the  family  cemetery  with  whose  soil  now  mingles 
the  sacred  dust  of  sixteen  members  of  the  Foster  family,  together 
with  about  half  as  many  near  neighbors  and  friends  who  were  grac¬ 
iously  permitted  burial  there  by  Grandpa  Foster  since  there  was  no 
other  burial  ground  near-by.  The  members  of  the  Foster  family 
buried  there  are  as  follows ;- 

#2  John  Foster,  died  Feb.  19,  1868,  at  the  age  of  73  years. 

‘Eleanor  "hi's  wife,  died  Sept.  12,  1866,  age  64  yrs.  7  mos.19  da 
12.  Mary  Foster,  their  daughter,  died  Mch.29,  1877,  age  53  years. 

The  following  children  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Foster;- 
#112-John,  died  Nov.  4,  1858,  age  8  years,  9  mo.  13  days. 

#122-Clara,  "  Aug. 17,  1871,  age  2  days. 

#113-Ellen  (Cramer)  died  Aug.  20,  1874,  age  22  years. 

#123-  Emma,  died  Oct.  8,  1874,  age  1  year,  9  mo.  7  days. 

#132-Mary  Alice (dau. of  John  &  Rachel)d-Mch.l5,1861, age  3  ^  years. 
#144-Jas.  Foster  Loy(son  of  Alice  &  Robt.Loy) Aug. 15, 1866,1  yr.4  mo. 
1131-Wm. Foster  Cramer ("  "  Sylvester  &  Ellen  Cramer)  died 

Feb.  21,  1875,  age  1  year,  4  mo.  and  18  days. 

111-Raphael  Matroni , husband  of  Mollie  Foster, d-3/15-1869, age  30. 
1114-Homer  E., inf ant  son  of  Sherman  &  Mollie  Dodge,  3/20-1881. 

116-  Hattie,  wife  of  Jos . Foster , Jr. ,  d-3/9-1885,  age  26  years. 
1161-infant  son  of  Jos.  &  Hattie  Foster, d-  March,  1885. 

Robert  Dobson,  brother  of  Mary  &  Rachel, d -Apr. 14/1 871,  age  45. 

John  Lenover, father  of  Mrs.  Jas.  Foster , d-Nov.  8-1888,  age  91. 

*Mr.  Lenover  was  last  person  to  be  buried  in  FOSTER  CEMETERY. 

The  Foster  family  was  known  far  and  wide  for  its  generous  hospit¬ 
ality.  Naturally  the  large  number  of  young  ladies  was  suffcient 
reason  for  it  being  kept  under  close  observation  by  the  young 
swains  of  the  surrounding  community.  About  1882  a  young  man  liv¬ 
ing  near  Massillon,  Ohio,  announced  his  intention  to  go  to  Illinois 
to  teach  school.  Whereupon  some  of  the  old  neighbors  of  the  Fosters 
back  there,  advised  him  to  look  up  the  Fosters  since  "they  now  must 
have  a  large  family  of  fine-looking  girls".  This  he  proceeded  to  do 
In  fact  he  secured  the  job  of  teaching  the  Foster  school  and  boarded 
with  the  Foster  family.  Thus  it  came  about  that  Ben.  0.  Smith  of 
Ohio  came  to  know  and  love  (#118)  Ida  Foster.  Unfortunately,  they 
moved  soon  after  marriage  to  a  farm  near  Hoyt,  Kansas,  not  far  from 
Topeka,  Kans.,  so  that  members  of  the  family  saw  them  and  their  fam¬ 
ily  only  on  occasional  return  visits  to  Illinois. 

Realizing  the  urgent  need  for  educational  and  religious  opportun¬ 
ities  for  their  families,  as  well  as  for  the  community  as  a  whole, 
the  Fosters  early  toop  steps  to  provide  a  church  and  school  for  the 
neighborhood.  Following  the  passage  of  the  common  school  law  of 
1855  by  the  General  Assembly,  a  School  District,  3  miles  east  and 
west,  by  two  miles  north  and  south,  was  laid  out  in  the  northwest 
portion  of  the  township.  The  exact  center  of  the  area  fell  upon 
land  owned  by  John  Foster,  Sr.,  and  he  deeded  without  charge,  one 
acre  of  land  for  school  purposes  for  so  long  a  time  as  it  would  be 


so  used.  Thus  came  about  the  Foster  school,  by  which  name  it  is 
still  known  today.  The  first  building,  erected  in 
was  of  frame  construction  and  stood  until  1908,  when  the  present 
building,  also  frame,  was  erected.  Here  all  of  the  Foster  children 
received  all  of  their  formal  education  except  for  Millie  who  atten¬ 
ded  the  9th  grade  of  the  Assumption  School  for  a  year  while  living 
with  her  married  sister  Mollie,  and  Edwin  was  sent  to  school  at 
Dixon  to  attend  "business  college"  for  a  few  months  when  about  20 
years  old  in  order  that  he  might  be  fitted  for  a  business  position 
since  he  displayed  little  interest  in  farming.  (*He  spent  a  few  yrs. 
with  Citizens  Natl. Bank,  Anthony,  Kans.  and  also  had  Abstractor 
Office  at  time  of  his  marriage  there  in  the  early  1890,s.ETR. ) 

Methodist  Societies  were  organized  among  the  people  of  the 
neighborhood  at  an  early  date.  For  a  time,  meetings  were  held  in 
the  different  school  houses,  but  in  1875  the  classes  from  Union  and 
Rosebud  schools  united  to  form  St.  Mary's  Society. 

In  that  year  a  beautiful  chapel  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $3000.00 
and  dedicated  by  Dr.  Wm.  Stephenson  of  the  Methodist  Church.  (*  He 
was  father  of  my  Grandmother  Randle--ETR. )  The  members  of  the  first 
adult  Sundayschool  class  were  as  follows; - 

Thomas  Carter,  James  Davis,  Mrs.  Jas.  Davis,  Martin  &  Nancy  Dutton, 

Wm.  &  Susan  Doyle,  E.  S.  &  Julia  French,  Joseph  &  Marv  Foster. 

Harriet  Hendrick,  Elizabeth  Strump,  Emily  Starkey  and  Sallie  Ward. 

In  1880  a  membership  of  60  was  reported.  The  original  Church  build¬ 
ing,  tho'  now  nearly  60  years  old  in. 1933,  is  still  being  used  by  a  good 
sized  congregation,  with  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  strongest 
country  charges  in  the  Illinois  Conference. 

Gradually  the  children  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Foster  reached  manhood 
and  womanhood  and  married,  establishing  homes  of  their  own.  A  wedding 
in  the  old  home  was  the  occasion  for  much  festivity  and  many  were  the 
jokes  played  on  the  bridal  pair  by  the  younger  set.  On  one  occasion 
long  to  be  remembered,  a  double-wedding  was  held;  Ellen,  the  3rd  child 
and  Alice,  the  4th,  marrying  Sylvester  Cramer  and  Edwin  Boone,  respect¬ 
ively.  Double  weddings,  according  to  superstition,  are  likely  to  be 
unlucky,  and  sure  enough,  about  3  years  later  Ellen  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  little  family  cemetery.  The  majority  of  the  children  made 
their  homes  at  least  within  easy  driving  distance  from  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  making  possible  frequent  visits  between  the  various  Foster 
families.  The  present  Foster  cousins,  therefore,  came  to  know  one 
another  as  children  much  better  than  is  usually  true  today  where  the 
families  are  much  more  widely  scattered. 

In  1887,  Grandpa  Foster  decided  to  retire  from  the  farm  and  move 
to  Bethany,  which  village  had  been  their  trading  point  since  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  railroad  in  1872.  (Findlay  was  not  established  until 
about  1892.)  Grandpa  was  now  64  years  of  age  and  Grandma  58,  and, 
although  still  strong  and  hearty,  they  had  both  reached  the  place  in 
life  whence  the  hard  labor  and  privations  of  their  early  years  made 
rest  and  ease  desirable.  Moreover  all  the  children  had  married  and 
left,  save  Frances  and  Effie,  young  ladies  of  32  and  18  years,  respec¬ 
tively,  Lastly,  Grandpa,  assisted  largely  by  thrift  and  good  manage¬ 
ment  practiced  by  Grandma  in  her  large  household,  had  accumulated 
savings  which  were  ample  to  support  them  during  their  remaining  days, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  income  from  the  200  acres  of  land  they  still 
owned.  Consequently,  they  moved  to  Bethany  in  the  fall  of  1887,  pur¬ 
chasing  a  house  in  the  northwest  part  of  town  where  they  continued  to 
live  until  the  death  of  Grandpa  in  1902, 

This  is  the  house  so  well  remembered  by  the  grandchildren  who  used 
to  like  to  play  in  the  yard  and  see  the  trains  go  by.  Who  of  them 
does  not  remember  the  big  barn,  the  long  tool  and  wood-shed,  the  huge 
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kitchen,  the  fine  dining  room,  and  the  cozy  sitting-room  with  it’s 
cheery  base-burner .»  And  Grandpa’s  safe,  with  the  combination  lock* 
Certain  were  we  that  it  was  full  of  gold  and  silver  dollars.1.1.1 

Altho’  retired  from  active  life,  Grandpa  and  Grandma  still  retained 
a  deep  interest  in  current  affairs.  While  neither  had  enjoyed  more 
than  the  rudiments  of  an  education,  their  active  minds  had  gathered 
much  knowledge  which  had  ripened  into  rare  wisdom  with  the  passing 
years.  Many  were  the  people  who  came  to  them  for  advice  and  help. 
Also  many  were  the  people  who  came  to  them  to  borrow  money  in  times 
of  stress.  Their  kindness  and  generosity  endeared  them  to  the  en¬ 
tire  community  so  much  that  it  may  well  be  said  that  before  long 
they  were  the  most  loved  and  respected  citizens  of  the  village.” 

When  it  was  decided  to  build  a  new  Methodist  Church  in  Bethany, 

Grandpa  and  Grandma  subscribed  $l,100.oo,  approximately  l/4th  of 
the  cost  of  the  building.  In  recognition  of  this  gift  and  of  their 
devout  Christian  lives,  a  beautiful  window  of  the  church  was  dedic¬ 
ated  to  their  honor  so  that  their  names  and  the  memory  of  them  may 
live  long  in  the  years  to  come. 

In  1895,  Effie  married  J.  W.  Mcllwain,  a  young  school-teacher 
who  later  became  owner  and  editor  of  the  Bethany  Echo.  Aunt  Effie 
and  her  husband  made  their  home  with  Grandpa  and  Grandma  in  order 
that  they  might  be  present  to  care  for  them  in  their  old  age. 

After  Aunt  Effie’ s  untimely  death  in  1908,  Grandma  gave  up  her  home 
and  spent  her  remaining  days  in  long  visits  with  her  various  child¬ 
ren.  It  was  while  visiting  her  eldest  child,  Mollie,  at  Sandoval, 
Illinois,  that  death  came  to  her  on  May  24,  1910.  Six  of  her  grand¬ 
sons  laid  her  tenderly  to  rest  beside  her  faithful  husband  in  the 
little  cemetery  on  the  outskirts  of  ;their  beloved  Bethany. 

Thus  closed  the  lives  of  Grandpa  and  Grandma  Foster,  he  dying 
on  May  13,  1902,  at  the  age  of  78  years,  7  mo.  and  19  days;-  she 
on  May  24,  1910,  just  one  month  before  the  end  of  her  81st  year. 

May  their  Stirling  upright  characters,  their  long  years  of  unselfish 
labor  in  the  loving  care  of  their  children,  their  generous  liberality, 
in  the  support  of  all  things  worth-while,  and  their  simple  trust  and 
faith  in  the  eternal  goodness  of  God  be  an  everlasting  inspiration 
to  their  children:-  even  unto  the  third  generations.  ------- 


John  Foster 
died 

Feb.  19,  1868 
in  the 

73rd  year  of  his  life. 

Thou  art  gone  to  the  grave 
We  no  longer  behold  thee, 

Nor  tread  the  rough  path 
of  the  world  by  thy  side. 

But  the  wide  arms  of  mercy 
are  spread  to  enfold  thee 
And  sinners  may  hope 
Sinces  the  sinless  has  died. 


Eleanor 
wife  of 
John  Foster 
died 

Sept.  12,  1866. 
aged 

64  years  7  mos.  19  days. 

Thou  art  gone  to  the  grave, 
but  ’twere  wrong  to  deplore  thee 
For  God  was  thy  ransom 
thy  guardian  and  guide. 

He  gave  thee,  He  took 
and  he  will  restore 
And  death  has  no  sting  since 
the  Savior  has  died. 


The  present  writer,  on  visit  in  fall  1953,  was  sorry  to  find 
the  old  private  Foster  cemetery  out  of  existence,  due  to  a  tornado 
which  uprooted  the  trees,  upset  every  monument  in  it,  so  that  they 
now  are  tossed  into  a  heap  under  one  small  tree,  used  by  live  stock 
in  summer  for  shade  from  summer’s  sun.  The  fence  around  it  rusted 
so  was  removed,  as  in  time  may  happen  to  all  the  tombstones,  as  well. 
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Now,  to  resume  story  of  how,  by  writing  to  teacher  of  the 
Howgill  School,  I  got  in  touch  with  Herbert  Foster,  so  quote 
her  letter;-  "The  Station,  Lowgill,  via  Kendal, 

Dear  Mr.  Randle;-  westmoreland,  Eng.  2/12-1950. 

I  am  the  teacher  in  charge  of  Howgill  School.  This  week  I 
received  your  letter.  Am  afraid  I  cannot  give  you  much  informa¬ 
tion,  as  I  am  comparatively  new  to  the  district,  but  my  husband 
is  well  acquainted  with  a  Mr.  Foster  of  Sedbergh,  who  was  born 
near  Syke  farm.  I  have  posted  your  letter  on  to  him,  and  I  feel 
sure  he  will  be  able  to  enlighten  you  in  many  matters. 

This  is  an  interesting  district,  full  of  unspoiled  beauty,  and 
with  an  antique  history  behind  it.  I  have  tried  to  make  a  study 
of  the  neighborhood,  which  is  by  no  means  easy,  so  little  has  been 
written  on  it,  and  the  local  folks  are  not  so  interested  in  its 
past.  The  beautiful  church  standing  to-day,  of  which  I  enclose  a 

snap,  was  erected  in  1835  or  thereabouts,  it  is  not  the  actual 

place  of  worship  built  by  John  Robinson.  (The  old  Church). 

I  am  afraid  there  are  not  many  tombstones  going  back  later  than 
that  date.  The  original  church  is  now  a  private  cottage  (  or  two) 
called  Chapel  Cottage. 

This  little  hamlet  of  Howgill  is  little  altered  in  the  last 
200  years.  Only  one  new  farm  house  has  been  built  on  the  site  of 

an  old  one.  It  is  a  place  very  much  cut  off  from  the  rest  of 

Yorkshire.  My  husband  is  Station  Master  here.  To  get  to  school 
I  travel  up  3  to  4  miles  of  cart  track,  and  approach  this  by  a 
narrow  bridge  only  wide  enough  for  small  private  cars.  The  road 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Dale  is  very  similar,  so  you  can  imagine 
the  isolation  of  the  district. 

If  your  ancestors  came  back  to-day  they  would  recognize 
every  stick  and  stone,  so  little  has  it  changed. 

The  place  is  absolutely  unique  in  this  sense.  Again,  the  area 
is  unique  for  its  beauty.  The  hills  are  so  beautiful. 

A  touch  of  winter  snow  gives  a  scene  comparable  with  wonderful 
Switzerland. 

Trust  you  find  these  remarks  of  interest. 

Hope  Mr.  Foster  will  write  you  with  more  concrete  items. 

Mr .  Whalen  and  I  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  any  time. 

I  am,  Yours  sincerely,  Elizabeth  Whalen. 

High  Langstaffe,  Joss  Lane,  Sedbergh, 

Dear  Mr.  Randle:-  Yorkshire,  Eng.  27th  Feb.  1950. 

Mrs,  Whalen,  the  teacher  at  Howgill  School,  has  passed  on  to  me 
your  letter  of  21st  January.  My  name  is  Herbert  Foster,  and  I  am 
a  great-grandson  of  the  Joseph  and  Nannie  Foster  about  whom  you 
seek  information.  My  grandfather  was  Joseph  Foster,  and  my  father, 
Robert  Foster,  his  second  son,  I  and  my  sister  Isabella  Foster 
are  now  the  only  members  of  the  Foster  name  living  in  the  Sedbergh 
district. 

I  have  gone  thru  the  Sedbergh  Registers  which  are  published  to 
the  year. 1800  and  have  made  enquiry  from  the  Vicar  of  Howgill  about 
entries  in  the  Howgill  Register  which  does  not  begin  until  1840 
and  have  gleaned  the  following  information. 

JOSEPH  FOSTER  was  born  in  1770,  married  in  1795  to  Agnes (Nannie ) 
Sedgwick,  born  1771,  daughter  of  Edmund  and  Alice  Sedgwick.  He  died 
in  Feb,  1841,  aged  71,  she  in  August,  1857,  aged  86.  Both  were 
buried  in  Howgill  Churchyard.  Your  information  that  many  of  our 
ancestors  were  buried  in  Howgill  Churchyard  is,  I  think  incorrect 
since  the  burial  ground  was  not  consecrated  until  1838  when  the  new 
Church  was  built.  Prior  to  that  date,  I  think  all  burials  were  in 
Sedbergh  Churchyard,  but  I  cannot  remember  ever  seeing  any  tomb- 


stones  to  any  FOSTER.  This  is  not  surprising  since  life  was  very 
harsh  and  austere  and  they  would  not  be  able  to  afford  any  such 
luxury.  The  living  had  far  more  need  of  the  money  than  the  dead. 

I  cannot  definitely  trace  Joseph  Foster’s  forebears,  but  I  should 
hazard  a  guess  that  he  was  the  son  of  a  John  Foster,  possibly  JOHN 
FOSTER  and  Hannah  Tebay  who  were  married  in  1767.  It  used  to  be  a 
fairly  strict  rule  to  name  the  first-born  son  after  the  paternal 
grandfather,  and  as  Joseph’s  eldest  son  was  John.  I  should  say  it 
was  certain  that  his  father’s  name  was  John. 

Grandfather  Joseph  had  as  you  know  four  children,  John  born  1795 
(about  whom  you  know  more  than  I#)  Agnes  (Nannie)  born  in  1798, who 
married  THOMAS  SHARP,  and  went  to  Kendal  and  probably  died  there, 
date  unknown  to  me.  Edmund  born  1810,  died  1880,  aged  70,  buried 
in  Howgill ,  and  Joseph,  my  grandfather,  born  1814,  married  1851, 
to  Agnes  Tunstall,  and  died  1881,  aged  67,'  buried  in  Howgill. 

1.  JOHN,  You  will  know  more  about  his  family  than  I  do. 

2.  AGNES (Nannie) who  married  Thomas  Sharp.  Tney  left  Howgill  and 
went  to  Kendal.  Their  three  daughters  died  unmarried  in  Kendal 
between  20  and  30  years  ago.  My  father  used  to  visit  them  when¬ 
ever  he  was  there.  Of  the  son,  Thomas,  I  kno w  nothing  except  that 
I  have  heard  that  he  went  to  Liverpool, 

3.  EDMUND.  Hard  to  trace  his  line.  He  was  certainly  married,  per¬ 

haps  to  ANN,  a  sister  of  his  brother  JOHN’S  wife,  Eleanor (Atkinson) . 
My  father  used  to  visit  a  Thomas  Foster  in  Liverpool  when  we  lived 
there  in  my  childhood  days  and  called  him  "cousin"  so  he  must  have 
been  a  son  of  Edmund’s.  2070627 

4.  JOSEPH; (my  grandfather)  had  six  children;  Joseph (1854-1933) 

Robert  (my  father)  1855-1830,  John, (crippled  from  birth)  1857-1914, 
Alice,  1861  died  shortly  afterwards,  Agnes  Alice  1864-1891  unmarried; 
and  William  1867-1937.  Of  these  only  Agnes  Alice  is  buried  in  How¬ 
gill;  my  father  is  buried  at  Sedbergh.  He  had  four  children;  Agnes, 
Joseph,  Isabelle  and  myself.  The  two  former  are  married  and  live  near 
Liverpool.  I  am  a  widower,  no  children,  I  can  give  you  further 
details  of  my  uncles’  and  brother’s  and  sister’s  family  if  you  would 
wish  it. 

After  my  grandfather’s  death  in  1881,  my  grandmother  carried  on 
farming  at  SYKE  farm  for  some  years  (it  is  only  25  acres),  but  all 
the  sons  left  home  as  the  place  was  too  small  to  feed  many  mouths 
and  all  eventually  gave  up  farming  and  sought  other  employment. 

Our  ancestors  were  honest,  God-fearing  citizens  who  took  a  pride  in 
their  work,  craftsmen,  but  I  think  the  palm  must  go  to  the  womenfolk, 
theirs  was  the  harder  lot.  Our  forebears  were  well  educated  in  the 
3  R’s  and  the  enclosed  letters  of  100  years  ago  will  interest  you. 

The  penmanship  of  the  elder  John  and  his  wife  Eleanor  is  remarkable. 
Please  keep  them  if  you  wish  to.  It  is  understandable  that  the 
emigrants  should  be  keen  to  promote  religion  and  education  in  their 
new  home  since  they  had  the  example  of  pious  people  before  them  from 
the  day  they  were  born. 

SYKE  FARM  (The  name  in  the  local  dialect  means  a  streamlet)  was 
willed  in  1707  by  John  Robinson  to  Howgill  People  for  the  support  of 
a  Schoolmaster  to  teach  the  Howgill  youth.  Sedbergh  School, (  a 
famous  English  Public  School)  and  where  incidentally  I  work  as  an 
accountant)  was  founded  and  endowed  in  1525  by  Roger  Lupton,  Provost 
of  Eton  College,  who  was  born  in  Howgill  on  the  next  farm  to  SYKE. 

The  impact  of  George  Fox  who  founded  Quakerism  at  Sedbergh  must  still 
have  been  felt  by  the  generation  of  the  emigrants  and  I  think  many 
Fosters  must  have  been  Queers.  Certainly  my  father  used  to  go  to 
the  Meeting-House  here  in  Sedbergh  occasionally. 

35. 


The  first  trace  that  I  can  find  of  any  FOSTER  in  the  Sedbergh 
Church  Registers  is  the  burial  of  "Elin  Foster  als  Lukors"  16th 
November,  1622.  There  are  also  marriages  of  Henry  Foster  and 
Margaret  Bainbridge,  3rd  April  1648,  and  Richard  Foster  and 
Isabell  Harrison  27th  April  1667. 

The  Mrs.  Winn  you  spoke  of  is  now  dead.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Agnes  Foster  (Married  John  Fawcett)  who  was  probably  Edmund1 s 
daughter.  My  father  used  to  call  Agnes  his  cousin. 

There  are  now  no  Atkinsons  left  in  Howgill.  The  last  one  died 
about  ten  years  ago,  but  there  are  plenty  of  HERDS  and  SEDGWICKS. 

The  line-  of  Joseph  Foster,  my  grandfather,  is  dying  out  except 
by  descent  from  his  youngest  son  William.  My  cousin,  Richard, 
only  son  of  my  uncle  Joseph,  was  killed  in  the  1914-18  war,  un¬ 
married.  My  brother  Joseph1 s  only  son  was  drowned  on  active  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  recent  war,  unmarried.  My  uncle  William* s  eldest  son 
was  killed  in  the  1914-18  War;  hut  there  are  two  remaining  sons 
Thomas  and  Frederick,  who  both  live  in  South  Shields  on  the  north¬ 
east  coast  of  England.  Thomas  has  one  son,  another  Thomas  Foster. 
Frederick* s  family  I  do  not  know  about. 

If  there  is  any  further  information  I  can  give  you,  please  do 
not  hesitate  to  ask  and  I  will  try  to  do  my  best  to  supply  it. 
Unfortunately  I  cannot  get  around  so  well  just  now,  I  had  a  coron¬ 
ary  thrombosis  some  months  ago  and  have  just  been  able  to  start 
work  again. 

I  enclose  the  only  photo  of  Howgill  district  that  I  can  lay 
my  hands  on; -this  is  a  scene  that  our  ancestors  must  have  looked 
at  thousands  of  times.  Yours  sincerely,  H.  Foster. 

(*This  scene  a  picture  postcard  #2323,  THE  KNOTTS,  SEDBERGH,  copy¬ 
right  by  Atkinson  &  Pollitt,  Kendal,  and  he  has  noted  in  pencil  on 
address  side,  "View  taken  from  Howgill  looking  west  over  the  River 
Lune  into  Westmoreland.  Syke  Farm  is  not  far  away,  less  than  a  mile, 
from  where  the  photographer  stood. " (ETR)  ------ 

High  Langstaff,  Joss  Lane,  Sedbergh, 
Dear  Mr.  Randle:-  Yorkshire,  Eng.  19th  of  Apr.  1950. 

I  was  pleased  to  hear  from  you  and  am  very  glad  that  the  old 
letters  were  of  interest  to  you.  It  is  a  marvel  that  they  had 
been  kept  -  my  sister  was  given  them  by  my  uncle  William  who  was 
the  last  of  his  generation  to  leave  Syke.  The  letter  signed  by 
the  initials  "J.F."  must  have  been  from  a  cousin  of  your  great¬ 
grandfather  John  and  of  my  Grandfather  Joseph.  I  think  I  can 
recollect  the  words  "your  brother  John"  in  the  letter.  If  this 
"J.F. "  were  the  son  of  a  brother  of  the  elder  Joseph  Foster  his 
name  would  have  been  Foster,  of  course,  but  if  his  cousinly  rela¬ 
tionship  to  my  grandfather  and  your  great-grandfather  was  on  the 
distaff  side  his  name  could  be  anything  with  F. --Fawcett,  Fleming, 
Fisher,  or  what  have  you*  Anyway,  the  letter  shows  he  was  a  first- 
class  farmer  with  a  neat  turn  for  phrasing.  As  regards  my  relation¬ 
ship,  I  make  it  that  I  am  your  mother *s  second  cousin,  once  removed. 

I  think  that  I  have  sorted  out  a  little  of  Edmund* s  history. 

He  was  married  twice;-  First  to  Ann,  the  sister  of  his  brother  John»s 
wife,  Eleanor  (Atkinson)Foster.  (Your  great-grandmother).  She  died 
in  1844  aged  33  and  her  death  is  referred  to  in  Eleanor's  portion  of 
the  joint  letter  from  John  and  Eleanor.  What  issue  there  was  of  this 
marriage  I  cannot  tell  but  there  certainly  were  some  children. 

For  his  second  venture  he  married  in  1847  Margaret  Morris  who  died 
in  1890,  aged  66. 

I  have  obtained  from  the  Vicar  of  Howgill  a  list  of  all  the 
entries  concerning  any  FOSTER  and  enclose  herewith  a  copy. 
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I  have  also  sent  separately  for  your  certain  bewilderment, 
but  perhaps  eventual  edification  a  set  of  the  Sedbergh  Parish 
Registers  which  have  been  (most  unusually)  printed  in  the  year 
1800,  As  you  will  have  no  doubt  by  now  found  out  that  tracing 
one’s  ancestors  can  be  a  most  expensive  hobby--there  are  fees 
payable  to  the  Vicar  (20$  a  peep  for  the  first  entry  examined 
and  10$  for  every  subsequent  entry)  and  accordingly  the  Regis¬ 
ters  are  expensive  since  every  sale  deprives  the  Vicar  of  a 
potential  source  of  income,  but  I  ask  you  to  accept  them  as  a 
"sort  of  reverse  Marshall  Aid",  From  them  you  may  be  able  to 
trace  your  Atkinson,  Sedgwick  and  Herd  ancestors.  Two  points- 
there  is  an  almost  contemporary  Joseph  and  Agnes  Foster  shown 
in  the  Sedbergh  Registers  with  a  whole  host  of  female  descendants. 
This  pair,  while  undoubtedly  of  some  relationship,  are  not  your 
greatgreatgrandf ather  and  mother.  Second,  the  names  Ann/Agnes  seem  to 
be  used  interchangeably  for  the  same  person.  Your  gt, gt. grandmother 
was  baptised  Ann  Sedgwick  but  was  married  and  buried  as  Agnes,  tho 
she  was  affectionately  called  Nannie.  (Buried  8/9-1857,  age  86). 

I  have  never  heard  of  any  Foster  emigrating  to  Virginia  in 
early  Colonial  times  but  it  is  quite  possible  for  the  following 
reason.  The  southern  end  of  the  Parish  of  Howgill  is  properly 
called  BLAND,  which  either  gave  its  name  to/or  took  its  name  from/ 
the  powerful  BLAND  family  who  were  the  main  landholders  here  in  the 
Middle  Ages.  Syke  farm  is  in  Bland  and  I  send  you  a  Sedbergh  Guide 
which  has  a  map  on  the  end  page  to  show  you  the  layout.  The  name 
for  the  district  has  now  gone  out  of  use  and  not  many  people  here¬ 
abouts  could  tell  you  nowadays  what  Bland  is.  Some  of  the  Blands 
emigrated  to  America  and  I  quote  from  a  book  on  Sedbergh  which  I 
have.  "The  American  branch  which  struck  root  in  Virginia  about 
1645  produced  Col.  Theodoric  Bland,  a  friend  of  Geo.  Washington." 

If  you  have  a  good  reference  Library  in  Seattle  and  you  can  obtain 
the  fifth  Volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Cumberland  and  West¬ 
moreland  Archeological  Society,  you  will  find  an  elucidation  of 
the  Colonel’s  descent,  by  Miss  Fanny  Bland.  Now  if  you  can  find 
whereabouts  in  Virginia  the  BLANDS  struck  root  and  also  that  there 
were  FOSTERS  there  too,  (as  well  as  Atkinsons)  the  conclusion  that 
the  Blands  took  some  of  their  tenants  and  henchmen  from  Howgill 
along  with  them  seems  inescapable. 

I  have  never  been  to  Seattle  in  my  travels,  but  my  nephew, 

Bernard  Gilpin,  my  sister’s  son,  was  there  in  the  War  -  he  was 
an  R.A.F.  instructor  in  Canada  during  part  of  his  War  service 
and  frequently  visited  Seattle. 

I  passed  through  Vancouver,  in  March,  1917,  on  my  way  home 
from  the  Phillipines  where  I  had  been  working  for  a  subsidiary 
of  the  International  Harvester  Co.,  but  since  1924  I  have  lived 
in  Sedbergh  and  look  like  dying  here. 

I  saw  Mrs.  Whalen  in  Sedbergh  the  other  day-  she  has  had  to 
give  up  teaching  at  Howgill  thru  ill-health  but  I  understand  she 
is  trying  to  get  you  the  photograph  you  asked  for.  The  present 
School  is  not  the  one  our  ancient  forebears  attended  -  it  was 
built  in  1850.  The  old  School  and  Chapel  were  converted  into  two 
dwelling  houses  and  are  in  use  at  present.  When  I  was  a  lad,  we 
used  to  rent  one-called  Banthgill-  as  a  Holiday  place. 

I  hope  you  have  now  fully  recovered  from  the  pneumonia  -- 
I  still  have  to  go  slowly.  Spring  seems  a  long  time  coming, 
the  weather  never  seems  as  genial  as  it  was  when  one  was  younger, 
but  perhaps  its  just  the  disillusionment  of  old  age. 

(Enclosure)  Yours  sincerely,  H.  Foster. 


38, 

(Copied  from  the  Jackson  Guide  to  Sedbergh  and  Dent. by  ETR.) 

Trip  #  11.  Howgill  Lane. 

This  begins  from  the  Market  Place  and  makes  a  pleasant  morn¬ 
ing  walk  as  far  as  Height  of  Winder,  a  farm  about  1^  miles  away. 

A  further  mile  leads  to  Howgill  Church,  a  squat  little  building 
of  19th  Century  taste  and  architecture,  on  the  left,  resting 
peacefully  by  the  waters  of  Blandsgill.  This  gill,  on  the  right, 
may  be  explored  and  return  by  the  foils,  climbing  Swarthgreaves , 

Middle  Tongue,  Arant  Haw  (commonly  called  Higher  Winder),  and 
Winder.  ---They  range  from  1989  to  2235  ft.  above  sea-level. 

Trip  #  12.  Slacks  Lane. 

Follow  Howgill  Lane  to  the  first  milestone,  then  take  turning 
on  the  left,  coming  into  Kendal  road  near  the  Vale  of  Lune  Church, 
turning  to  the  left  to  Sedbergh.  -  -  -  - 

(My  own  personal  comment;-  the  scenery  is  quite  interesting, 

^  j  fboi3e  walls  are  high  to  keep  sheep  from  climbing  over  them, 
and  if  fence  is  of  hedge,  it  may  be  up  to  12  or  16  ft.  high  and 
too  dense  to  see  fields  beyond,  these  should  be  kept  trimmed 
to  where  one  can  see  over  them,  in  my  humble  opinion,  better  than 
is  so  often  the  case.  Late  August  when  the  "Bonnie,  Bonnie  Purple 
and  also  the  White  Heather  bloom  over  the  hills,  a  grand  sight.. 

Miles  and  miles  of  it.  Harry  Lauder  often  sang  of  it,  and  I  had 
thought  it  only  grew  in  Scotland,  but  lots  between  Sedbergh  &  Kendal.) 

(Recfd  via  AIR  LETTER,  dated  17  March,  1953.  * 

Dear  Cousin  Elmer: - 

You  must  be  despairing  of  me  as  a  correspondent,  but 
I  have  just  got  back  towork  in  a  half-time  capacity.  ; 

It  is  nice  to  hear  that  ;you  will  be  visiting  England  in 
the  summer  and  I  do  most  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  have 
a  pleasant  time. 

My  brother  and  sister  in  Liverpool  will  be  very  pleased 
to  see  you  when  you  arrive  in  England.  Their  addresses  are, 

Mr*  Joseph  Foster,  18  Brentwood  Ave.  Great  Crosby, 
iverpool ,  23.  My  brother  works  for  the  Liverpool  Cotton  Assn, 
whose  offices  are  not  too  far  away  from  the  Landing  Stage  in 
Liverpool  where  you  will  probably  disembark.  His  office  tel  1 

number  is  Liverpool,  Central  6041. 


My  sister*s  address  is;- 

.  Mrs.  Agnes  Gilpin,  16  Moorland  Ave.,  Great  Crosby, 

Liverpool,  23.  Her  husband  is  Bernard  Gilpin,  Sr.,  and 
the  tel.  is  Great  Crosby,  5166.  Great  Crosby  is  a  suburb  of 
Liverpool,  lying  about  five  miles  to  the  north. 

(Note  that  Mr.  Gilpin  passed  away  Nov,  4,  1954,  suddenly.) 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  you  if  you  can  get  over  to  Sedberqh. 
t  9ei}erally  g0  on  holiday  about  the  last  3  weeks  in  June  but  so 
tar  I  have  made  no  arrangements  as  my  disability  does  so  limit 
my  movements.  I  do  not  think  it  will  benefit  you  to  get  a  Ry, 
ticket  as  there  are  so  few  railways  in  the  Lake  District  and  you 
W1  .  P^°kakiy  do  all  your  travelling  by  hired  car  or  coach  trips. 

Wi„h  my  best  wishes  to  you  for  a  pleasant  trip. 

Yours  sincerely,  H.  Foster. 


n  r  V  APr:  24th»  after  boarding  ship  Emp.of  France, 

11  AM,  May  1,  1953,  Airletter  arrived  for  me  in  my  room,  givinq 

^Qul^e^Sad  new?  that  Herbert  ba<3  passed  away  April  20th,  so  as 
I  had  feared  might  be  the  case,  I  did  not  get  to  meet  him. 

His  brother  Joseph  met  me  May  8th,  as  I  cleared  thru  Customs,  and 
went  with  me  to  Stork  Hotel,  but  Sunday  had  me  at  his  home  for  Dinner 
where  I  met  his  family,  also  Mr.  Gilpin  and  wife, took  group  picture.  * 
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Later  at  Sedburgh  on  day  of  sale  at  Auction  of  Herbert's 
household  goods,  well  attended,  but  prices  paid  very  low,  I 
could  not  find  his  sister  at  home  or  at  the  Auction,  so  I 
took  taxi  out  to  the  Howgill  Church,  then  on  to  Syke  and  the 
Gateside  farms  where  I  got  pictures  of  those  old  stone  homes 
talked  with  tenant  Mr.  Edward  Capstick,  at  Gateside,  whose 
grandfather  Thomas  Capstick  had  married  Eliz.  Foster  in  1873, 
and  had  also  farmed  here  before  his  grandson  was  born.  Later 
a  clipping  from  "Gazette,  of  Kendal"  as  follows ;- 
Aug.  4,  at  County  Hospital,  Edmund  Wm. ,  beloved  husband  of 
Mary  Jane,  Gateside,  Howgill,  Sedbergh,  Interred  Aug.  6,  1953, 

He  did  not  recover  from  a  serious  operation  in  Hospital. 

(clipping  from  Kendal  Gazette) 

Death  of  Mr.  H.  Foster.  Public  Figure  in  Sedbergh. 

Sedbergh  Jost  one  of  its  most  popular  and  respected  towns¬ 
people  by  the  death  in  a  Kirkby-Lonsdale  nursing  home  on  Monday, 
of  Mr.  Herbert  Foster,  Joss  Lane.  Mr.  Foster,  who  was  57  years 
of  age,  was  a  native  of  Howgill.  In  his  early  years  he  spent 
some  years  abroad,  and  returned  to  Sedbergh  as  bursar's  clerk  at 
Sedbergh  School.  There  he  became  known  to  thousands  of  boys  who 
passed  through  the  noted  school,  and  his  association  with  many  of 
them  was  on  the  most  friendly  basis.  Mr.  Foster  had  occupied  a 
position  of  responsibility  at  the  school  for  more  than  25  years, 
and  was  most  able  in  matters  of  accountancy. 

Failing  in  health  in  the  past  three  years  had  caused  Mr.  Fos¬ 
ter  to  relinquish  many  positions  he  held  in  the  town  and  district 
where  his  kindly  manner  and  sound  advice  found  him  a  wide  circle 
of  friends.  He  served  with  distinction  on  Sedbergh  Rural  Council 
for  some  years  until  sickness  caused  him  to  resign,  Mr,  Foster's 
expert  knowledge  of  accountancy  and  finance  proved  invaluable  to 
the  Council,  in  which  he  was  deeply  interested.  His  interest  in 
Sedbergh  and  its  people  was  shown  by  his  regular  attendance  at 
meetings,  both  of  the  Rural  and  the  Parish  Councils.  He  had 
little  time  for  interference  in  local  affairs  by  officials  of 
higher  authority,  who  acted  without  benefit  of  local  knowledge, 
and  he  frequently  voiced  his  disapproval  at  meetings  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Foster  was  on  the  Board  of  Sedbergh  United  Charities,  and 
was  actively  connected  with  the  efforts  to  build  up  a  fund  for  the 
erection  of  a  Peoples'  Hall  in  the  town.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
Winder  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  and  was  Treas.  until  he  had  to  relinquish 
the  office  for  health  reasons. 

Mr.  Foster's  wife  died  some  years  ago.  There  were  no  children. 

There  was  a  large  and  representative  attendance  of  relatives  and 
friends  at  the  funeral  service  in  the  Parish  Church  Thursday  morning, 
when  the  Rev.  J. A. V. Wallace  officiated.  The  congregation  included 
members  of  the  rural  and  parish  councils,  Sedbergh  School,  the  United 
Charities,  the  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  and  other  bodies  with  which  Mr. 
Foster  had  been  associated.  The  service  was  followed  by  cremation 
at  Blackpool.  ---  At  his  expressed  wish  his  ashes  were  scattered  on 
the  hills  and  fells  he  so  much  loved,  as  had  also  been  done  previously 
with  ashes  of  his  wife,  some  years  before.  — - 

*On  a  later  trip  to  Sedbergh,  I  met  and  had  tea  and  a  long  chat 
with  his  sister  Isabelle  Foster,  who  for  many  years  had  her  own 
"Sweets  Shop"  in  Sedbergh,  retiring  from  business  several  years  ago, 
and  in  last  year  or  so  of  Herbert's  failing  health,  caring  for  his 
home  as  well  as  for  Herbert,  She  then  was  living  at  #33  Maryfell,  in 
Sedbergh.  A  pleasant  and  kindly  person,  usual  characteristics  of 
color  of  hair  and  eyes  of  all  the  Fosters  I  have  seen.  -  (E.T.tf, ) 

Also  took  a  picture  of  Ash-hining  owned  by  Herbet's  father,  yrs. 
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Waterloo  Commercial  Hotel,  Liverpool,  Eng. 

Dear  Mother:-  30  April  1843. 

I  take  up  my  pen  to  write  you  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know 
that  we  are  all  very  well.  We  left  Lancaster  the  day  after  we 
arrived  there  by  the  steamer.  We  were  a  good  many  of  us,  but 
the  day  being  fine,  we  were  in  better  spirits.  We  were  all 
sick  on  board  in  an  hour  but  it  did  not  last  very  long  the 
water  being  not  very  high  tide  we  did  not  get  quite  into  Liver¬ 
pool  that  we  could  land  but  the  boat  being  put  in  we  were  hauled 
of  very  fast.  Mr.  J.  Herd  was  in  watch  of  us  at  the  Docks  so 
it  made  the  journey  more  sweet  so  far.  He  got  us  to  a  good 
house,  Mr.  Elliott’s,  called  the  Commercial  Hotel,  near  to  the 
place  where  we  landed  and  we  stayed  there  till  Sunday  forenoon 
where  we  got  all  in.  We  had  a  busy  day  on  Saturday  to  get  things 
into  the  Steerage  but  we  are  all  removed  into  the  second  cabin 
where  we  shall  be  much  more  comfortable  than  in  the  other  place. 

We  are  not  so  many  of  us  together.  The  people  where  we  first  were 
all  of  Irish  so  the  Captain  thought  we  were  better  of  ourselves. 

I  will  assure  you  we  were  in  a  rough  way  sometimes.  It  is  all 
pay  -  pay  -  pay.  People  are  looking  out  on  all  sides  of  us  to 
get  a  job  but  we  employ  nobody.  We  have  a  very  good  guide, 

Mr.  John  Herd’s  man  Davis  is  with  us  a  good  deal  to  assist  us. 

We  got  all  our  beds  up  on  Saturday  morning  and  Sunday  morning. 

Thos.  Hadwen  &  wife;  John  Foster;  Thos.  Atkinson;  Thos.  Sharp 
and  Joseph  Foster  all  slept  in  the  ship.  We  must  have  all  our 
Provisions  in  on  Monday  morning  by  8  o’clock.  Thos.  Sharp 
watched  our  goods  in  the  vessel  by  himself.  John  Atkinson  and 
John  Fawcett  came  in  on  Saturday  night  late. 

So  I  remain  your’s  affectionately,  "  JOHN  FOSTER. ” 

P.S.-You  must  give  our  best  regards  to  all  of  my  kin.  Tell 

Edmund  &  Ann  that  we  were  well.  Christopher  Wilson  &  Jane  and 
all  his  family  that  we  expect  that  we  are  going  to  sail  at  11 
o’clock  on  Monday  morning.  So,  no  more  from  us.--(*This  double 

!  sheet  linen  paper  is  so  folded  as  to  make  its  own  envelope  and 
is  addressed  on  other  side  to  Joseph  Foster,  Syke  in  Howgill,  nr. 
Sedbergh,  Yorkshire.  Has  a  Liverpool  cancellation  Apr.  30,  and  a 
Lancaster  cancellation  May-1843. - (ETR) . 

(The  2nd  letter  from  John  &  Eleanor;  Ohio,  July  4,  1845. 

Dear  Mother  &  Brother:-  I  now  take  up  my  pen  to  write  to  you  a 
few  lines  to  let  you  know  that  we  are  all  well  at  present,  hoping 
that  these  few  lines  will  find  you  much  the  same.  Now  I  will  let 
you  know  what  we  are  all  going  on  with;  the  last  summer  I  wrought 

for  Mr.  Isaac  Bowman.  I  entered  on  the  25th  of  March  and  remain¬ 

ed  there  until  the  8th  of  October.  I  went  there  about  a  fortnight 
before  Thomas  Hadwen’ s  time  was  out,  and  then  I  had  to  remain  on. 

I  had  to  work  at  the  farm,  we  had  four  good  Horses,  after  hay 
time  and  harvest  I  had  to  commence  ploughing  for  weeks  together, 
hauling  out  dung  that  our  sheep  made.  I  began  to  plough  in  Aug¬ 
ust  and  held  on  till  done,  after  harrowing,  I  had  to  take  a  little 
ribbing  plough  and  make  little  ribs  like  stitching  about  10  inches 
wide  &  then  sow  it.  Now  I  will  tell  you  what  Wage  I  had  no  barg¬ 
ain  was  made.  I  got  12  dollars  and  a  half  per  Month;  now  I  must 

let  you  know  that  my  son,  John  was  at  the  same  place,  he  went 

there  about  the  first  week  in  April  and  remained  there  until  his 
Father  left,  he  had  to  attend  the  sheep  in  lamming  time  and  so  on 
he  had  about  250.  Now  I  must  let  you  know  what  his  wage  was.  It 
was  6  Dollars  a  month.  Now  I  will  tell  you  a  little  about  the 
rest  of  our  Family.  Mary  was  at  Mr.  Noble’s  till  about  last  of  Sept. 
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She  got  the  Chill  fever  twice  over  the  first  time  she  was  bad 
we  went  for  a  Physician  and  he  brought  her  round.,  when  she  got 
well  she  went  to  another  place  to  her  Cousin  Jane  &  remains  there 
yet,  her  wage  is  the  same.  John  went  to  school  last  winter  for 
six  months  and  learned  well.  This  Summer  he  has  hired  with  Mr. 

Noble  for  6  months  at  34  Dollars  and  2  lambs.  Thos.  &  Alice  went 
to  School.  James  is  grown  a  big  boy.  I  will  let  you  know  that 
our  health  has  been  pretty  good.  I  can  say  for  myself  that  I 
never  was  a  day  sick  since  we  left  England.  Crossing  the  Atlantic 
has  quite  cured  my  complaint.  Ellen1 s  health  is  much  the  same  as 
before.  Joseph  is  going  on  in  his  2nd  year  with  Mr.  Noble.  He  has 
advanced  his  wage  to  108  Dollars  a  year. 

Now  I  must  tell  you  a  little  about  our  Stock.  Our  Cow  has  not 
calved.  We  expect  her  every  day.  as  for  Milk  it  is  a  scarce  art¬ 
icle  at  a  house  you  never  see  it  for  weeks  toq£.  Thos.  Noble 
let  us  have  a  cow  for  2  mos.  till  ours  calved,  and  not  count  any¬ 
thing  for  it,  they  both  go  tog£.  near  the  house,  we  have  plenty 
of  Butter  and ‘last  year  we  had  a  young  Sow  that  brought  4  pigs, 
we  sold  one,  killed  three.  We  had  Bacon  to  sell.  It  is  common 
to  have  meat  3  times  a  day.  Last  June  a  frost  came  and  killed 
most  of  the  fruit  especially  the  peaches.  We  had  a  fine  Winter 
but  the  Spring  was  a  bad  one.  Wheat  looked  very  well  but  the 
drought  and  hard  frosts  has  made  things  not  look  well  at  present, 
scarcely  any  rain  comes,  as  for  the  Fruit  this  Year  it  will  be 
but  scarce.  Now  I  will  let  you  know  a  little  about  the  prices 
of  things.  Wheat  is  about  90$  a  Bushel.  Floor  (Flour)  about  26$ 
per  lb.  Oats  25$,  Corn  31$  pr  Bu.  Potatoes  25$  Bacon  5  and  6$ 
per  lb.  Butter  in  Winter  10$  in  Summer  6$,  Eggs  5$  per  Doz.,  Cheese 
5$  to  8$  per  Lb.  Now  I  must  tell  you  a  little  about  John  Atkinsoh’ 
family,  they  are  well  at  the  present.  John  got  the  Chill  fever  the 
latter  part  of  Harvest  which  left  something  that  was  bad  to  remove, 
he  was  never  able  to  work  for  nearly  half  a  year,  but  since  that  he 
has  had  his  health  first-rate.  John’s  wife,  Thomas  and  little  Alice 
all  had  the  Chill  but  soon  got  well  again.  Now  I  must  tell  you  that 
every  preparation  is  making  for  John  Atkinson  setting  out  into  Ill¬ 
inois  which  is  about  500  miles  by  land.  Thomas  :Noble  was  out  the 
last  Fall  and  has  taken  a  farm,  he  is  going  in  the  fall  to  make  a 
purchase,  he  has  been  out  buying  sheep  and  as  soon  as  Shearing 
Time  is  oyer  they  are  going  to  set  out.  We  do  not  just  know  what 
Terms  he  is  going  on.  The  next  Summer  if  all  is  well  we  intend  go¬ 
ing  the  same  route.  Jane  stops  till  we  go.  Likewise  Thos.  Hadwen. 

John  Atkinson  rec’d  Robt.  Wilson* s  letter  a  few  days  before  we 
wrote.  There *s  scarce  a  day  passes  over  our  heads  but  we  wonder 
what  you  are  all  going  on  with,  we  often  wonder  how  you  all  get 
along.  I  guess  times  are  little  better  than  they  were  when  we 
left  England.  I  suppose  numbers  of  emigrants  are  still  crossing 
the  Atlantic  for  one  part  or  another.  Tailoring  here  is  very  high, 
Eleanor  has  made  all  our  trousers,  waiscots,  &  roundabouts  &  fits 
well,  except  a  cloth  suit  of  Joseph’s.  Alice  went  with  Thos.  Hadwen 
on  the  1st  of  April  which  is  the  time  of  shifting  here.  She  stayed 
six  weeks,  James  Braithwaite  and  one  John  James  near  Kendal  arriv¬ 
ed  here  in  about  3  days  after  our  last  letter  was  posted,  and  stay¬ 
ed  amongst  us  for  a  week,  then  set  out  for  Isaac  Metcalfe’s.  John 
has  had  a  letter  from  him  since  which  says  he  has  made  a  purchase 
of  some  land,  and  his  Companion  set  back  for  England.  So  now  I  must 
begin  to  draw  to  a  close.  You  must  give  my  best  respects  to  all  my 
Relatives,  friends  &  Acquaintances  and  tell  them  we  are  in  the 
midst  of  plenty. --- (Eleanor  now  continues) I  now  take  up  my  pen  to 
write  you  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  that  I  like  the  Country  very 
well.  We  have  very  good  neighbors  here  but  never  a  day  passes  but 


I  think  on  you  all.  We  heard  of  my  Sister1 s  death  in  a  Kendal 
paper  five  days  after  we  got  our  last  letter  from  Whins.  We 
all  fully  expected  a  letter  from  my  Father.  I  want  to  know 
where  my  Sister  is  buried  &  how  Edmund  and  his  children  and  all 
of  you  are  getting  on.  You  must,  some  of  you  write  soon. 

I  cannot  say  any  more  at  Present  for  want  of  Paper,  We  all 
join  in  sending  our  kind  love  to  you  all  as  we  cannot  begin  to 
mention  any  names,  So,  I  remain  your  affectionate  Daughter-in-law, 

"  Eleanor  Foster”. 

P . S : -My  Brother  set  out  for  Illinois  last  day  of  June.  John  and  me 
was  there  helping  to  pack  up  and  seethftm  off.  Mr.  Noble  has  furn¬ 
ished  them  with  Provisions  and  Medicine  for  their  Journey.  They 
have  about  1000  sheep.  They  calculate  being  about  six  weeks  on 
the  way.  They  have  taken  Jane  and  left  Eleanor,  till  we  go." 

(*As  before,  no  envelope  but  is  addressed  after  folding,  to  Mr, 

Joseph  Foster,  Howgill,  nr.  Sedbergh,  by  Kendal,  Yorkshire , Old  Eng, 
stamped  paid  and  cancelled  P.O. Massillon,  Ohio,  July  6,  and  Lancas¬ 
ter,  Eng.  cancellation  stamp  Aug.  8,  1845;  also  cancellation  on 
"Liverpool  Ship".  A  notation  on  it  says; "Dear  Nephew:-  I  have 
sent  your  letter  back  with  thanks,  judging  you  would  like  to  have 
it  again  to  look  at"-- (This  is  in  handwriting  of  Abraham  Sedgwick 
a  brother  of  Nannie  (Sedgwick)  Foster.  -------- 

(Note: -The  Isaac  Metcalfe  of  letter  #2  in  first  paragraph,  seems 
to  have  been  born  2/14-1784,  son  of  Isaac  &  Mary  Metcalfe,  and  his 
parent  Isaac  Metcalfe  Witnessed  Mgtef  Ellinor  Metcalf  (s)  on  5/12-1776 
to  William  Atkinson (B)  of  Kendal  Parish;  and  also  to  a  M: -3/17-1776 
of  John  Gillnanks  of  Par.  of  Kellett, Lancaster  Co.  to  Eden  Metcalf 
of  this  Parish,  so  it  would  appear  he  was  already  known  to  Fosters 
&  Atkinsons;  also  the  Wm, Bowman  who  married  4/20-1789,  Jane  Atkinson 
(S)  of  Howgill,  and  the  John  Bowman  mentioned  in  letter  #3  which 
follows  this;  seems  to  prove  a  relationship  to  Atkinson  family,  as 
also  a  marriage  of  a  Robert  Wilson(W)  9/8-1796  to  Alice  Sedgwick  (S) 
would  seem  to  make  the  Wilsons  who  came  as  emigrants,  to  Ill.  also  of 
some  kinship.--  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  __ 

(Letter  No.  3,  from  Joseph  &  his  wife,  dated  July  16,  1858.-- 
Dear  Uncle  and  Aunt:-  I  now  take  up  my  pen  to  send  you  a  few  lines 
hoping  they  will  find  you  all  well.  Robert  Wilson  and  his  family 
has  arrived  hear.  He  has  been  a  little  poorly  but  is  got  well 
again,  I  hired  William  for  a  month.  He  got  sick  and  he  could  not 
come.  As  my  Father  never  answered  your  letter  I  thought  I  would 
try  to  tell  you  the  news.  We  are  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  that 
present  you  sent.  We  would  like  to  return  you  the  same  favor  if 
we  have  a  chance,  of  sending.  You  wanted  to  know  how  many  child¬ 
ren  we  had.  We  have  SIX.  Mary  Jane,  John,  Ellen,  Alice,  Sarah 
Frances,  Joseph  the  youngest.  The  oldest  11  years  old,  and  the 
youngest  9  months  old.  My  wife's  name  is  Mary.  She  is  a  native 
of  Westmoreland.  Brother  John!s  wife  and  mine  is  sisters.  They 
have  two  children,  I  must  tell  you  what  I  am  possed (possessed)  of. 

We  have  100  acres  of  prairie  land,  all  in  cultivation.  We  have 
15 . acres  of  timber  land,  2  miles  of.  And  5  acres  4  miles  of.  We 
paid  One  Dollar  per  Acre  for  our  prairie  land;  now  it  is  worth 
20  Dollars  per  Acre.  We  have  30  Cattle,  4  Horses,  11  Sheep,  22 
Pigs..  We  have  just  cut  our  Wheat  which  is  good.  Oats  and  Corn 
is  going  to  be  bad.  We  had  a  very  late  Spring  which  kept  the 
farmers  from  ploughing  it.  It  is  not  hear  as  in  Howgill.  after 
a  rain  go  right  at  it.  We  have  to  wait  a  day  or  two.  Times  is 
hard  out  here  at  present.  Everything  sells  for  small  prices. 

Wheat  is  60$  a  bushel,  Butter  10$  a  lb.,  Eggs  per  doz.  5$; 


Bacon  9$  per  lb.  We  are  12  miles  from  Shelbyville  where  there 
is  a  Railroad. .  Unimproved  land  is  selling  from  10.  to  lb.  Dollars 
per  Acre.  This  is  the  place  for  a  poor  man.  The  poor  is  not 
looked  over  as  in  England.  It  is  thickly  settled  hear.  There  is 
9  houses  within  a  mile.  We  are  building  a  schoolhouse  in  our 
neighborhood.  We  have  Regular  preaching  every  two  weeks. 

My  father  and  mother  is  well. 

It  would  be  a  great  treat  to  come  back  to  amongst  you  again 
and  take  tea  some  afternoon.  Tell  John  Bowman  that  I  have  got 
a  pranest  (present)  which  far  surpasses  his  in  beauty. 

I  think  I  have  told  you  all  the  news  hear  is  at  present  so  no 
more  at  present  from  your  affectionate  nevy,  Write  soon. 

JOSEPH  FOSTER.  (#11 ) . 

P.S. -Dear  Uncle  and  Aunt:-  It  is  Sunday  and  has  rained  all  day. 
Joseph  has  left  his  writing  and  gone  to  sleeping.  I  thought 
I  would  take  up  his  pen  and  scrawl  awhile.  I  thank  you  very 
much  for  the  dress  you  sent.  It  fits  our  youngest  girl  3  years 
old.  She  wore  it  to  meeting  last  Sunday.  I  should  like  very 
much  to  see  you  all  for  I  almost  know  you  all  with  having  them 
talk  of  you  so  much.  We  expect  to  see  you  here  in  a  few  years 
if  all  is  well,  I  know  nothing  about  England.  I  was  six  years 
old  when  I  came.  I  often  wish  I  had  been  older.  I  think  I  have 

wrote  as  much  as  you  will  be  able  to  read  for  the  children  could 

not  go  to  the  Sunday  School  and  there  is  so  much  noise  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  write.  I  will  try  to  do  better  next  time.  You  must 
write  soon.  so  no  more  at  present  from  your  affectionate  niece, 

"  MARY" . 

Aunt;  I  send  you  a  piece  of  my  hair;  I  want  a  piece  of  yours 
when  you  write.  "Give  my  kind  love  to  John  Bowman  and  Mary." 

_ _  jlJjas^" _ 

*The  4th  letter;  undated.  To  Mr.  Joseph  Foster: - 
Dear  Cousin:-  (i  believe  it  should  have  read  Uncle. -- (E.T.R. ) 

After  delaying  so  long  in  writing  to  you,  I  will  now  end¬ 
eavor  to  send  you  a  few  lines  which  I  hope  will  find  you  in  good 
health  as  it  leaves  me  at  present.  I  suppose  you  want  to  hear 
how  your  Brother  John  and  his  family  are  all  getting  on,  what 

kind  of  a  farm  he  has  got  and  so  on.  I  dare  say  you  will  have 

got  a  letter  by  this  time  from  your  Nephew  Joseph  Foster  as  he 
told  me  he  sent  you  one  long  ago,  telling  you  how  they  were  get¬ 
ting  on.  I  will  just  tell  you  my  own  mind  about  them. 

Their  farm  is  the  prettiest  farm  I  have  seen  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  The  house  is  situated  on  a  little  rising  ground 
with  a  beautiful  orchard  and  garden  around  the  house  and  a  creek 
running  close  by.  They  are  about  a  mile  from  the  timber,  out  on 
the  prairie.  The  land  is  excellent  crop  land,  good  wheat  land. 

It  is  of  a  black  heavy  nature  is  the  soil,  with  no  stones  in  it. 

You  might  let  the  plough  run  a  foot  deep  anywhere  and  never  turn 
up  any  gravel;  not  like  ploughing  at  the  Syke  Farm  where  you  have 
to  weigh  on  the  beam,  to  bury  the  suck.  Your  Brother  John  is 
raising  up  beautiful  thorn  hedges  that  will  turn  anything  in  about 
three  years.  He  does  very  little  work  himself.  Nearly  all  he 
does  is  keeping  his  young  hedges  clean,  which  he  has  like  an  onion 
bed.  Joseph  has  got  a  beautiful  farm  close  to  his  Father*s;  about 
100  acres;  and  John  has  got  about  40  Acres.  Thomas,  James,  Alice, 
and  Mary  all  live  with  the  old  people.  They  are  all  well  at  the 
present,  so  I  must  conclude. 

With  kind  regards,  I  remain,  Your  sincere  Friend,  "  I .  F . " 
(Comment;  by  E.T.R:-  Handwriting  looks  so  similar  to  next  letter, 
this  must  have  been  by  John  Foster,  Jr.  born  in  1829,  in  England.) 
(or  Isaac  Fleming(,  43 


(Old  letter  No.  5.  )  May  18th,  1862. 

Dear  Uncles,  Aunts,  and  Cousins: - 

I  almost  feel  ashamed  to  write  to  you  it  has  been  so  long 
since  I  last  wrote  to  you.  We  are  all  pretty  well.  I  hope 

you  are  all  the  same.  Last  spring  we  ware  all  sick.  We  bur¬ 
ied  little  Mary  Alice.  She  was  3  yr.  6  mo.  7  days  old  and  a 
better  little  girl  never  lived.  We,  both  her  parents,  join  in 
saying  farewell  dear  little  Alice,  the  Lord  gave  and  the  Lord 
taketh  away.  Blessed  be  his  Holy  name.  We  have  three  children 
living;  Jane  6  years  old;  John  William,  2  years  old;  Annie, 

6  mos.  old.  Jane  is  going  to  School. 

We  have  a  School  and  Meeting  House,  half  a  mile  off.  People 
complain  of  hard  times  hear,  they  are  a  little  hard,  everything 
that  we  have  to  sell  is  low;  everything  that  we  have  to  buy  is 
high,  but  I  suppose  Mr.  Flemming  has  been  to  Howgill  and  have 
told  you  all  the  news  about  Todd's  Point.  (This  was  Isaac  Fleming, 
father  of  Tom  Fleming,  who  later  returned  from  England,  when  he 
was  grown  man,  his  father  having  died  at  Grasmere,  Eng. 9/23-1862 
who  was  given  many  messages  to  carry  back  to  relatives  in  England.) 

We  miss  rain  hear  very  much.  this  country  is  in  a  very  un¬ 
settled  state,  this  war  is  the  worst  thing  that  ever  happened  to 
this  country  but  it  was  forced  upon  us.  The  South  had  no  just 
cause  for  making  this  rebellion.  The  Battle  of  Pittsburgh  on  6th 
and  7th  was  an  awful  battle,  several  solgers  that  went  from  hear 
got  killed  and  wounded.  I  hope  before  long  the  stares  &  stripes 
will  wave  over  all  America.  We  are  looking  for  two  big  battles 
every  day.  One  at  the  rebel  Capital,  Richmond  in  Virginia,  and 
the  other  at  Corinth  in  Tennessee.  It  is  enough  to  make  ones 
blood  run  cold  to  hear  the  horable  tales  of  the  dead  and  wounded, 
now  I  will  change  the  subject.  I  would  like  to  see  all  my  rela¬ 
tives  in  England,  but  I  dont  know  whether  I  shall  see  them  or  not. 
that  dress  you  sent  with  Wilsons  for  our  little,  she  has  got  it 
yet,  as  nice  as  ever,  much  obliged  to  you  for  it.  My  wife  sends 
her  respects  to  you  all  and  says  when  you  answer  this  she  will 
write  you  a  letter.  Tell  Thomas  Herd  I  want  him  to  send  me  some 
berry  seed  out  of  his  garding  if  he  pleases.  I  must  conclude 
with  my  love  to  all.  (  signed)  John  Foster.  Jr. 

Tell  Thos.  Herd  to  mind  and  send  them  berries  seeds. 

Yours,  John  Foster,  Junr. 

(note  on  back  of  letter  page  "please  send  this  to  Edmund  Foster, 
Howgill,  Syke .  " )  ---------------- 

(The  6th  letter,  is  the  first  one  using  separate  envelope,  and 
with  postage  stamps  affixed  thereon;  a  Geo, Washington  10$  and  an 
Andrew  Jackson  2$  slate  grey,  shows  cancellation  in  London,  24th 
April,  1869,  Kendal  24th  April,  1869,  Sedbergh,  25th  April, 1869; 
and  is  addressed  to  Mr.  Joseph  Foster,  Syke,  Howgill,  Sedbergh, 
Kendal,  Torkshire,  Old  England;  upper  left  hand  corner  of  envelope 
is  written  Todd's  Point,  Illinois,  Apr.  8,  1869.)  -  the  letter; 
Dear  Uncle;-  Todd's  Point,  Ill.,  Apr.  7,  1869. 

Your  letter  came  to  hand  and  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  from  you. 

We  are  all  well  and  I  hope  these  lines  will  find  you  the  same. 

You  must  excuse  me  for  being  so  slow  in  answering  yours.  We  have 
had  a  bereavement  in  our  family.  Our  son-in-law  died  March  15th, 
1869.  I  suppose  you  were  aware  that  our  oldest  daughter  was 
Married,  They  were  Married  one  year  and  a  week  when  he  died. 

She  had  no  family.  His  name  was  Matroni,  from  Italy  about  12  yrs. 
They  rented  a  sheep  farm  for  five  years  with  1000  sheep.  I  have 
to  settle  up  his  affairs.  We  had  a  sale  last  week.  We  have  had 
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a  very  mild  open  winter  till  March.  Since  then  we  have  had  a 
good  deal  of  frost  and  snow.  We  are  having  a  very  late  spring 
and  are  losing  a  good  many  sheep.  I  have  650  sheep,  10  head  of 
cattle,  9  hogs,  9  horses,  9  children,  7  girls  and  2  boys. 

Joseph  is  11  and  the  youngest  is  turned  3.  His  name  is  Edwin. 
You  can  get  the  names  of  the  girls  when  you  come  out.  It  would 
take  up  too  much  time  to  write  them.  I  have  two  hired  men. 

We  are  13  in  the  family;  you  wanted  to  know  who  my  brothers 
married.  Thomas1  wife  is  from  Westmoreland  (Grasmere)  England. 
They  have  three  children.  They  live  in  Kansas.  They  like  out 
there  very  well.  They  spent  the  winter  amongst  us  on  a  visit. 
(*This  is  why  Clara,  born  in  Kansas,  was  baptised  in  Illinois). 

They  are  going  to  start  back  soon.  Their  address  is  Garnett, 
Anderson  Co. ,  Kansas.  Farms  out  there  is  worth  from  8  to  12  $ 
an  acre.  There  is  no  government  land  in  that  County,  but  there 
is  plenty  a  little  further  west.  Sister  Alice  (Loyj  is  about 
100  miles  further  in  the  State  of  Kansas  at  near  Eureka,  Kans., 
Greenwood  County.  She  has  four  children;  3  girls,  one  boy. 

Brother  James1  wife  is  an  American,  raised  in  Illinois. 

They  are  living  in  part  of  sister  Mary’s  house,  which  is  about 
300  yards  from  here.  They  have  one  girl  beginning  to  walk. 

John  lives  about  four  miles  from  here.  He  is  administrator  of 
the  Estate.  There  was  540  acres  of  land  to  be  divided  amongst 
us.  The  land  had  to  be  valued.  It  ran  from  10.  to  50.  Dollars 
per  Acre.  There  is  $1850.  to  each  share,  except  sister  Mary. 

We  allowed  her  $700. oo  in  real  estate  as  she  stayed  at  home  and 
took  such  good  care  of  her  parents  in  their  declining  years. 

Also  there  will  be  about  $600.00  for  each  of  personal  property. 
We  are  all  very  well  satisfied.  -  Land  around  here  is  worth  from 
$20.00  to  $40.00  an  Acre.  There  is  always  land  to  be  rented  for 
money  or  by  giving  one-third  of  the  crop.  I  do  not  know  much 
about  southern  Illinois.  I  never  was  down  there.  I  understand 
the  land  is  not  so  good  as  it  is  here  with  us.  A  man  with  small 
means  can  do  better  by  going  further  West  where  land  is  cheap 
but  if  you  take  a  notion  to  come  to  America  I  want  you  to  come 
here  first.  If  you  do  not  stay  I  should  have  bee  glad  to  see 
my  Cousin,  Joseph  come  out.  I  think  he  might  have  done  very 
well.  Men’s  wages  are  from  $16.  to  $20.  per  month.  Richard 
Wilson  and  folks  are  all  very  well.  They  live  about  three  miles 
from  here.  They  are  renting  under  Mr.  Noble.  Their  lease  will 
be  out  next  spring,  then  they  will  go  on  their  own  place.  They 
own  80  acres  of  land  in  an  adjoining  county.  Also  14  miles  from 
here.  Dick  is  the  same  fellow  as  fussy  as  ever.  They  live  very 
comfortably.  I  am  going  to  send  you  my  likeness,  but  it  is  not 
very  good.  I  had  been  having  the  sore  eyes.  They  were  weak  at 
the  time  they  were  taken.  My  wife  had  some  taken  but  they  were 
such  poor  ones  she  would  not  send  one  till  she  gets  some  better 
ones  taken. 

Give  my  respects  to  John  Bowman  and  wife  and  all  enquiring 
friends  and  relations.  Tell  Bowman  to  write  to  me.  I  often 
think  of  you  all  and  wish  I  was  with  you  for  a  visit.  I  do 
not  think  I  should  like  to  come  back  to  live.  I  do  not  think 
I  could  make  a  living  for  my  family  on  the  place  that  you  live 
on.  Well,  I  must  close  as  it  is  getting  dark.  You  must  write 
again  before  long  and  tell  me  all  the  news. 

No  more  at  present  from  your  nephew,  ”  JOSEPH  FOSTER'1. 

PS:-  I  want  you  and  Aunt  to  send  me  your  pictures  the  1st  oppor¬ 
tunity.  ------------------- 
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Letter  stamped  Preston, 3rd  Mch.1841,  Fullwood,  3/2-1841. 

Mr.  Joseph  Foster,  (stamped  Post. Paid,  3/2-1841.) 

Syke,  in  Howgill,  near  Sedbergh,  Yorks,  (cancelled  Preston,  3/3-1341.) 
Dear  Nephew: - 

These  lines  will  inform  you  that  I  am  coming  over  this  month. 

I  shall  be  at  Kendal  about  past  6  o* clock  on  Monday  evening,  the 
15th  of  this  month  (  I.E.)  the  first  Monday  but  one,  therefore 
I  hope  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  come  for  me  to  Kendal  in 
good  time  on  Tuesday  morning.  I  will  thank  you  to  answer  this 
letter  and  tell  me  what  time  you  think  you  will  be  able  to  reach 
Kendal  and  where  vou  will  put  up.  The  reason  I  am  coming  soon¬ 
er  than  (intended)  is  that  I  am  appointed  one  of  the  jury  at 
Lancaster  Assizes  which  will  begin  on  Monday,  the  22nd  this  month, 
consequently  I  shall  be  ready  to  fill  up  that  office  on  my  return. 

I  received  your  letter  stating  &  announcing  the  death  of  your 
dear  father;  while  I  read  it,  I  had  twice  to  stop  todash  the  fall¬ 
ing  tears  from  my  eyes - yet  when  I  recalled  the  innocent,  harm¬ 

less,  inofensive  life  he  lived,  I  could  not  refrain  from  saying 
"happy,  happy,  thrice  happy  man;  thousands  of  thousands  will 
wish  they  could  leave  the  world  with  an  innocent  character  like 
thine".  (  Note:-  John  Jos.  Foster  died  Feb.  16,  1841--E. T. R. ) 

I  hope  you  will  take  care  of  your  surviving  mother,  and  be 
a  staff  and  comfort  to  her  in  the  decline  of  life.  Alice,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  your  late  Uncle  John  was  buried  the  last  Tues¬ 
day.  She  had  a  short  but  very  severe  affliction.  (2/23-1841.) 

My  family  join  you  and  yours  and  all  interested  friends  in 
the  kindest  love.  I  am.  Dear  nephew,  yours  affectionately, 

Abm.  Sedgwick. 

PS: --If  you  should  have  no  other  errand  to  Kendal  than  meeting 
me,  I  will  gladly  be  walking  on  to  meet  you  if  you  will  point 
out  where  we  must  meet.  ------------ 

(To  Joseph  Foster--written  in  1888). 

My  Dear  Nephew: - 

Its  about  a  year  since  I  wrote  the  last  letter  to  you  and 
have  received  no  answer  whether  you  are  well  or  ill,  in  the 
land  of  the  living  or  dead,  I  know  not  but  I  have  come  to  the 
resolution  of  sending  you  another  letter  though  it  be  out  of 
the  common  way.  -  -  Your  cousin  John  Sedgwick  is  dead  and 
buried.  You  well  remember  him.  He  used  to  come  over  with 
me  during  your  poor  f ather * s . lif e.  He  was  a  Schoolmaster  at 
Blackburn.  He  was  only  confined  to  his  bed  about  two  days. 

You  see  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death,  here  today  and 
gone  tomorrow.  ---  Your  eldest  boy  will  be  a  fine  strong  boy 
by  now.  He  will  be  about  13  years  of  age.  You  never  told  me 
how  many  you  had.  -  -  I  suppose  your  quiver  will  be  nearly 
full  -- 

You  will  have  got  your  Potatoes  up  by  now.  Markets  here 
are  very  low  except  for  Butter  and  Butcher* s  Meat.  Butter 
is  l/2d.  to  l^d.  and  Butcher* s  Meat,  good  quality,  wether 
mutton  is  7s/^d.  a  lb. 

I  have  never  heard  how  Anthony  Wilkinson* s  family  goes  on 
nor  how  your  Brother  John  is  doing  nor  Sharps  and  Capsticks  are. 

We  are  tolerable  and  they  all  join  me  in  love  to  you. 

I  am,  dear  Nephew,  Your  af f ectionate ,T T  , 

.  Uncle  Abm.  Sedgwick. 

(Letter  seems  to  either  #4,  then  dead,  or  his  son, #41  of  Howgill.) 

(The  above  of  Joseph  Foster,  of  Liverpool,  these  copies  are 
(made  May  10,  1953,  by  E.  T.  Randle,  from  the  originals.  -  ) 
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(#13)  FUNERAL  OF  AGED  SHELBYVILLE  MAN. 

Shelbyville,  August  4,  1916.  JOHN  FOSTER  died  Thursday  night  at 
his  home  here.  He  was  eighty-seven  years  old.  Death  was  due  to 
paralysis,  with  which  he  was  stricken. 

Mr.  Foster  was  born  in  Yorkshire  county,  England,  Aug.  8,  1829. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age  he  came  to  America,  crossing  the  Atlan 
tic  on  one  of  the  old  sailing  vessels.  The  voyage  took  six  weeks 
and  four  days.  He  came  to  Shelby  County  in  1849  and  settled  on  a 
farm  near  Prairie  Home,  where  he  remained  until  his  removal  to 
Shelbyville  June  17,  1889.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church. 

Mr.  Foster  and  Miss  Rachel  Dobson  were  married  in  Sullivan  in 
1855.  (June  21st) . 

Besides  his  wife,  he  leaves  five  children;  they  are, (#131)  Mrs 
Jennie  Rawlings,  of  Eureka,  Kansas ; (#133 )  J.  William  Foster,  of 
Union  Star,  Mo.;  (#134)  Mrs.  Anna  Stewart.  Fremont,  Neb.;  (#136) 
Wesley  Foster,.  Union  Star,  Mo.;  and  (#138)Norman  H.  Foster  of 
this  city. 

The  funeral  was  conducted  from  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
2:30  o'clock  Friday  afternoon  by  Rev.  John  A.  Tracy. 

Burial  was  in  Glenwood  Cemetery. 

(#13).  MRS.  RACHEL  FOSTER  TAKEN.--  Died  Feb.  26.  1922. 
Shelbyville.  Feb.  27.  1922.  -  Mrs.  Rachel  Foster  died  at  seven 
o'clock  Sunday  morning  at  her  home  on  Forth  1st  St.,  after  sev¬ 
eral  days  illness  with  pneumonia.  Mrs.  Foster  was  eighty-eight 
years  of  age  on  Washington's  Birthday,  Feb.  22nd.  She  was  born 
in  Ohio  and  married  there  to  John  Foster.  When  they  were  young 
people  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster  came  to  Shelby  county  and  settled  in 
Prairie  Home  neighborhood  in  the  county.  They  were  among  the 
well  known  people  of  that  prosperous  farming  community.  About 
thirty-five  years  ago  the  family  moved  to  Shelbyville  where  they 
have  since  made  their  home.  Mr.  Foster  died  in  Shelbyville  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago.  Mrs.  Foster  is  survived  by  the  following 
children;-  W.  J.  Foster  of  Union  Star,  Mo.,  Wesley  Foster  and 
Mrs.  Jennie  Rawlings  who  lived  in  Kansas,  and  N.  H.  Foster,  one 
of  the  business  men  of  Shelbyville  who  with  his  wife  have  dev¬ 
oted  several  years  to  the  care  of  the  mother  who  has  been  in 
failing  health  for  some  time.  Both  of  them  are  also  ill  at 
this  time.  Funeral  services  have  not  yet  been  arranged.  -  - 


(#12) 


In  Affectionate  Remembrance 


MARY  FOSTER 


Daughter  of  John  and  Eleanor  Foster 
Who  died  March  29th, 1877, in  the  53rd 
year  of  her  age,  and  was  interred  on 
the  31st,  in  the  Family  Graveyard,  in 
Shelby  County,  Illinois, 

Gone  to  Meet  Those  Who  Have  Gone  Before. 
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(#121)-  The  funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Methodist  church 
Wednesday  afternoon  at  2  o*clock  and  were  conducted  by  her  pastor 
Rev.  E.  G.  Sandmeyer. 

The  church  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity  with  loving 
friends  who  took  this  last  opportunity  to  show  the  deep  regard 
in  which  she  was  held.  The  floral  offerings  were  many  and 
beautiful.  Interment  was  in  the  local  cemetery. 

(#133)-  '  OBITUARY. 

John  William  Foster  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Illinois, 
8/29-1859,  and  died  Oct,  2nd,  1936.  He  was  a  carpenter  and 

contractor  by  trade.  He  died  at  Miami,  Florida,  and  was  buried 

there.  He  married  Minta  Stich,  who  was  born  May  2nd,  1867,  and 

she  died  at  Miami,  Fla.,  Nov.  30th,  1941.  Her  death  was  caused 

by  an  auto  accident.  Their  car,  (in  which  she  was  riding  from 
Church  with  her  son-in-law,  Harry  E.  Dale,  and  his  wife,  Ertel) 
was  hit  broadside  by  a  car  that  run  through  a  red  light.  They 
were  returning  home  from  Church.  She  was  buried  in  Miami,  Fla., 
They  had  nine  children;-  Mabel,  Ertel,  Francis  Jay  died  1890  in 
infancy;  Grace;  Harold  Max;  William  Roscoe;  Alice;  Raymond  M.  - 
the  seven  surviving  children  have  all  married  and  three  or  four 
of  them  live  at  Miami,  Orlando,  and  Pompano,  Florida,  and  one 
lives  in  Los  Angeles,  California. 

((#1339)  Ruth  who  married  Maurey  Belk,  lived  at  Pompano,  and  had 
died  in  1930,  leaving  a  husband  and  two  children)  ------ 

(#136)-  OBITUARY. 

Wesley  Thomas  Foster  Rites  Monday  (son  of  #13- John.) 

Pneumonia  caused  the  death  of  76  year  old  farmer  of  this 
community,  at  his  home  2^  miles  south-east  of  Union  Star,  Mo. 
Sunday  afternoon,  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  M.  M.  McGuere  of 
the  Oak  Grove  Methodist  church  at  2  P.  M.  Monday  afternoon. 

Burial  was  in  the  Oak  Grove  cemetery. 

Mr.  Foster  had  been  a  resident  of  DeKalb  County  for  52 
years,  and  was  well  known  in  the  community.  Pneumonia  was 
the  cause  of  death.  We sley  Thomas  Foster  was  the  son  of 
John  and  Rachel  Foster  and  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Illinois 
on  July  7,  1869.  At  the  time  of  his  passing  on  Feb.  2,  1946, 
he  was  76  years,  6  months  and  25  days  of  age. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Bertha  Foster;  a  daughter 
Mrs.  C.  F.  (Mayme)  McKeever  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo;  two  sons,  Homer 
W.  Foster,  and  Leslie  Foster  of  Union  Star,  Mo. ;  a  brother, 

Norman  H.  Foster  of  Mowequa,  Illinois,  Also  surviving  are 
six  grand-children  and  eight  great-grandchildren.  One  grandson 
Delbert  W.  Foster  lost  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  country 
on  April  14,  1945. 

Mr.  Foster  moved  with  his  family  to  DeKalb  County  in  the 
year  1894.  They  settled  on  the  farm  on  which  his  death 
occurred.  He  was  a  life  member  of  the  Oak  Grove  Methodist 
Church. 

(*Note)-  His  wife  died  five  weeks  later). 

"  The  above  Delbert  W.  Foster  had  one  son,  Lanny  born  1944. 
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JOSEPH  FOSTER,  -  -  died  5/13-1902. 

(#11)-  Joseph  Foster  died  at  his  home  on  West  Water  St., Tuesday 
morning  at  8:15.  He  had  not  been  well  during  the  year,  but  was 
not  compelled  to  take  to  his  bed  until  a  month  ago.  Two  weeks 
ago  from  the  day  he  died,  he  was  out  in  the  yard,  for  the  last 
time.  He  was  nearly  four  score  years  old.  All  his  life  he 
had  been  a  strong,  robust  man,  having  had  but  very  little 
sickness.  He  came  to  Todd's  Point  at  an  early  date  and  had 
seen  many  improvements  made  during  his  life. 

He  became  a  Christian  at  an  early  age  and  joined  the  Meth¬ 
odist  church.  Probably  but  few  men,  if  any,  have  lived  as  conse 
crated  a  Christian  life  as  he  has.  He  seldom  became  angry  and 
lived  an  honorable  upright  life,  before  his  fellow  men.  When 
others  would  say  harmful  things  about  their  fellow  men,  he 
invariably,  spoke  of  some  good  trait  which  they  possessed. 

For  thirty  years  he  has  been  a  large  money  lender  and  dur¬ 
ing  that  time 'there  have  been  times  of  depression  in  financial 
affairs,  but  never  would  he  ask  a  man  more  than  the  usual  rate 
of  interest.  He  did  not  consider  it  right  (to  do  so). 

He  will  be  greatly  missed  in  the  Methodist  Church  here 
where  he  has  been  a  liberal  contributor.  It  was  by  his  giving 
$1100.00  that  a  new  church  was  erected  here  a  few  years  ago. 

His  presence  in  his  accustomed  pew  was  always  an  inspiration 
to  the  minister. 

His  home  life  was  above  the  average.  Although  the  father 
of  a  large  family,  yet  he  carefully  looked  after  them,  giving 
them  a  fair  education  and  looking  after  their  spiritual  welfare. 
Probably  no  man  was  more  devoted  to  his  helpmeet  than  he,  and 
his  last  advice  on  earth  was  for  the  children  to  take  care  of 
mother.  His  religion  was  a  contort  to  him  in  life  and  a 
victory  for  him  in  death. 

By  his  death  the  wife  has  lost  a  faithful  husband,  the 
children  a  loving  father,  the  church  a  devoted  member  and  the 
state  a  Christian  citizen.  Joseph  Foster  was  born  in  York¬ 
shire,  England,  Sept.  24th,  1823.  In  1843  he  came  to  America 
with  his  parents  and  settled  in  Stark  County,  Ohio.  He  remained 
there  until  1849  when  he  came  to  Illinois  and  located  near 
Toddfs  Point.  On  Nov.  11,  1846,  before  leaving  Ohio,  he  was 
married  to  Marv  Dobson,  who  survives  him. (item  says  in  1847  but 
should  be  1846) . 

There  are  eight  children  living ; (#120) E.G. Foster,  and  (#114) 
Mrs.  Allie  Boone  of  Shelbyville,  (#117)Mrs.  Maqgie  Dedman,  and 
(#119)Mrs.  Millie  Snapp  of  near  Findlay,  (#115)  Mrs.  Frances 
Garman  of  Prairie  Home,  (#111)  Mrs.  Mollie  Dodge  of  Assumption, 
(#118  Mrs.  Ida  Smith  of  Silver  Lake,  Kansas,  and  (#121)-  Mrs. 
Effie  Mcllwain  of  Bethany. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  in  the  M.  E. church,  Wednesday, 
at  3:30  p.m,  and  were  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Martin  of  Blue 
Mound.  The  church  was  nearly  filled  with  sympathetic  friends 
"All  places  of  business  in  Bethany  closed  during  the  funeral-- 
"and  never  did  such  a  large  crowd  assemble." 

The  pallbearers  were  Will  and  Thomas  Stables,  W.  R,  Lee,  W.  H 
Campbell,  Chas.  Dedman,  and  G.  T.  Hill.  Honorary  pallbearers 
were  D.  M.  Crowder,  W.  L.  Collier,  John  Roney,  G.  W.  Walker, 

A.  H.  Bliss  and  Samuel  Bushart.  --------- 
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(#111)-  MARY  J.  FOSTER. 

Mary  Jane  Foster  was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  March  18,1848 
and  died  at  her  home  in  Sandoval,  Illinois,  July  30,  1912,  aged 
64  years,  4  mos.  12  days.  She  was  the  eldest  of  a  large  family 

of  children  born  to  Joseph  and  Mary  Foster,  pioneer  residents  of 

Shelby  county,  to  which  they  emigrated  while  the  deceased  was  a 
child  of  only  three  years. (Note  error,  was  about  15  mos.  old.) 

Miss  Foster  was  married  to  Dr.  Sherman  Dodge  of  Assumption, 

111.,  April  15,  1874.  She  resided  with  her  husband  in  Assumption 
until  the  year  1903,  then  removed  to  Sandoval,  where  they  acquired 
a  beautiful  home  and  resided  there  until  her  death. 

Mrs.  Dodge  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one  son  and  three  dau¬ 
ghters  as  follows;-  (#1115 ) -Irvin  G.  Dodge,  of  El  Paso,  Texas, 

(#1112)  Mrs,  Mabel  Fox  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  (#1113)Mrs,  Dannel- 
berger,  of  Tower  Hill,  and  (#1116) -Mrs.  Edna  Clark  of  Boulder, 
Illinois.  One  brother  and  five  sisters  also  survive;  they  are;- 
(#120)  -E.G. Foster  of  Tower  Hill,  (#114$>)-Mrs .  Alice  Boone  of 
Shelbyville,  (#115) -Mrs.  Frances  Garman  of  Decatur,  (#118)  Mrs. 

Ida  Smith  of  Hovt,  Kans.,  (#117)Mrs.  Maggie  Dedman  of  Bethany, 

111.,  and  (#119) -Mrs .  Millie  Snapp  of  Findlay,  Still  other  sur¬ 
vivors  are  two  grandchildren,  and  a  large  number  of  other  relat¬ 
ives,  including  an  only  surviving  Aunt  and  Uncle,  (#13)-  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Foster  of  Shelbyville. 

Mrs.  Dodge  was  a  woman  of  a  most  beautiful  character  and 
lived  a  life  of  patient  Christian  devotion  to  her  church  and 
to  her  religious  duties,  being  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church  since  her  girlhood.  She  was  the  happiest  while 
surrounded  by  her  loved  ones,  and  ministering  to  those  whom  she 
loved  so  devotedly.  She  died  trusting  in  her  God,  whom  she  had 
faithfully  swerved  £or^so  long;  her  last  words  being  a  simple  prayer. 

(#114)-  MRS.  ALICE  FOSTER”"  BOONE. 

t  Mrs .  E.  A.  Boone,  sixty-one  years  of  age,  and  a  life  long 
resident  of  Shelby  county,  died  in  Decatur  at  Macon  County  Hos¬ 
pital  at  4:30  Saturday  morning.  Death  followed  a  week's  fatal 
illness,  brought  by  cancer.  She  had  been  suffering  for  several 
years  past  and  was  brought  to  Decatur,  entering  the  Hospital 
last  Tuesday. 

Mrs.  Boone  was  born  at  Todd's  Point,  Shelby  county,  Jan.  29,  1855 
and  in  1872  was  married  and  moved  to  Shelbyville,  where  Mr.  Boone  was 
long  engaged  in  business.  She  was  was  well  known  and  highly  respect¬ 
ed.  Besides  her  husband,  who  still  lives  in  Shelbyville,  she  leaves 
three  sons,  C,  F.  Boone  of  Decatur,  Dr.  H.W.  Boone  of  Champaign,  and 
H.  T.  Boone  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

The  body  was  taken  to  the  Brintlinger  undertaking  establishment 
and  will  be  shipped  to  Shelbyville  at  4:35  Saturday  afternoon. 

Funeral  services  will  be  conducted  in  the  family  home  at  2-30 
Monday  afternoon,  Rev.  N.  M.  Rigg  of  Quincy,  officiating. 

Mrs.  Boone  was  a  life  long  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and 
active  in  it's  work  and  interests,  ------ 


Note: -Her  husband,  Edwin  A.  Boone  who  died  Aug.  8,  1917  was  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R,-  but  I  do  not  have  a  clipping  from  any 
newspaper,  nor  do  I  know  names  of  his  parents,  nor  as  to 
whether  they  may  have  connected  in  another  State  to  the  well- 
noted  BOONE  family  of  Pa.,  N.Car.,  Tenn.  and  Ky. ,  and  Mo. 

tJ?is  W0Vld»  1  believe,  entitle  descendants  to  join  the 
D.A.R.,  Sons  of  Amer.Rev.  and  the  Boone  Family  Society.  -ETR. 


(#116)-  JOSEPH  FOSTER.  JR.  -(born  10/4-1857-died  10/24-1899). 

Joseph  Foster  was  born  near  Todd’s  Point,  0ct#4th,  1857. 

He  spent  all  his  life  up  to  six  years  ago  on  the  farm.  He  was 
married  to  Hattie  Davis  in  1884,  who  died  in  less  than  two  years. 

He  afterwards  was  married  to  Lillie  Scott,  who  still  survives  him. 

In  1893  he  moved  to  this  town  (Bethany)  and  for  two  years  was  eng¬ 
aged  in  the  implrment  business.  In  1895  he  moved  to  King  City,  Mo. 
where  he  has  since  resided,  with  the  exception  of  last  winter, 
which  was  spent  in  Colorado  for  the  benefit  of  his  health. 

Not  being  satisfied,  he  moved  back  to  King  City,  Mo.,  where  he 
departed  out  of  this  world  last  Tuesday  night.  His  death  can¬ 
not  be  ascribed  to  any  particular  disease,  but  to  a  complication 
of  diseases. 

Mr.  Foster  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  all  his 
life,  a  very  quiet  and  unassuming  man,  but  always  ready  to  do  his 
part  in  church  work. 

His  funeral  services  were  held  yesterday  morning  in  King  City. 

He  leaves  a  wife,  two  children,  and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends 
to  mourn  his  departure,  -  -  -  -  - 

NOTE:-  Mrs.  Lillie  Kemp  (widow  of  Angelo  Kemp)  died  12/13-1950, 
in  the  Hospital  at  Broken  Arrow,  Okla.,  after  a  three  week’s  ill¬ 
ness.  Her  husband  Angelo  Kemp  died  at  1312  So. Atlantic  Ave., 

Tulsa,  Okla.,  in  1930.  She  was  the  widow  of  (#116) Joseph  Foster, 
farmer,  of  King  City,  Mo.,  (above)  by  his  second  marriage.  -  -  - 

(#1172)-  OCEY  C.  HOSKINS,  79,  Retired  Farmer,  Dies. 

Bethany.  Illinois.  Oct.  5th.  1951. 

0.  C.  Hoskins,  79,  retired  farmer,  died  in  his  home  at 
7:20  A.  M.  Friday. 

Mr,  Hoskins  was  a  supervisor  of  Marrowbone  Twp.,  18  years 
until  his  retirement  four  years  ago,  a  former  member  of  the 
Bethany  village  board,  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church, 
the  Masonic  Lodge,  and  the  Odd  Fellows.  He  recently  received  a 
50-year  membership  jewell  from  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge. 

He  was  a  son  of  Wm.  H.  and  Sarah  Jane  Hoskins,  and  was 
married  in  1898  to  Edna  McDavid  who  died  in  1940,  In  1944, 
he  was  married  to  his  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Mattie  Hoskins 
Mcllwain. 

He  leaves  his  wife,  a  step-daughter,  Mrs.  Melva  Snyder,  of 
Bethany,  and  a  step-son,  Robert  N.  Hoskins,  Charlottesville, Va, 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at  2:30  P.M.  Sunday  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Bethany,  with  burial  in  the  Bethany 
cemetery.  _The  Tohill  funeral.  home^  B^ethany^  will_be_in_charg£. 
(#118)-  MRS.  IDA  B.  SMITH. 

Mrs.  Ida  B.  Smith,  89,  formerly  of  Hoyt,  widow  of  the  late 
Benjamin  0.  Smith,  died  Wednesday  in  Tucson,  Arizona. 

She  was  born  in  Todd’s  Point,  Ill.,  Oct.  30,  1861,  and 
came  to  Kansas  as  a  bride  in  1884.  She  lived  at  Silver  Lake 
and  Hoyt  until  1942,  when  she  moved  to  Tucson,  Arizona. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Hoyt  Methodist  church. 

She  leaves  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Byron  Crippen,  of  Minneapolis, 

Minn.;  two  sons,  Hervey  Smith  of  Santa  Barbara,  Calif.,  and 
Edwin  Smith  of  Hoyt;  five  grandchildren  and  five  great-grand¬ 
children. 

Funeral  services  will  be  conducted  at  10:30  a.m.  Monday  at 
the  Penwell-Gabel  Funeral  Home.  Burial  will  be  in  Memorial  Park. 

(copied  from  the  Topeka  Capital,  of  8/24-1951). 
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(  #14)  .  ROBERT  LOY. 

Robert  Loy,  a  prominent  and  highly  respected  citizen  of 
Greenwood  County,  died  suddenly  of  heart  disease  on  Friday 
evening,  June  7,  1901,  at  about  11  ofclock,  In  company  with 
Mrs.  Loy,  he  attended  the  rendition  of  the  Vanata  of  Esther 
at  the  opera  house  that  evening,  in  the  best  of  health  and 
spirits.  As  a  lover  of  music  he  enjoyed  the  program  exceed¬ 
ingly  and  started  home  without  any  premonition  of  what  was  so 
soon. to  happen.  On  the  way  weakness  began  to  overcome  him, 
and  just  at  the  door  of  his  home,  he  fell  upon  the  porch  and 
immediately  expired.  Help  was  speedily  summoned,  but  it  was 

a  lifeless  form  that  was  carried  into  the  house.  He  was 
beyond  any  help. 

Mr.  Loy  was  born  March  2,  1834,  in  Westmoreland  Co.,  Eng¬ 
land,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a  little  more  than 
67  years  of  age.  Shortly  after  attaining  his  majority  he 
emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  Illinois.  Thirty  four 
years  ago  he  came  to  Greenwood  County  where  the  most  prosper¬ 
ous  and  influential  part  of  his  life  has  been  spent. 

His  farm,  about  three  miles  north-west  of  Eureka  has  long 
been  a  model  for  thrift,  and  skill,  in  the  art  of  husbandry. 
Here  he  resided  until  about  five  weeks  ago  when  he  moved 
to  Eureka, 

Mr.  Loy  married  Miss  Alice  Foster  in  Illinois.  To  them 
were  born  eight  children.  Of  these  one  died  in  infancy, 
another  son  and  daughter  in  early  manhood  and  womanhood. 

Mrs,  Loy  preceeded  him  to  the  other  world  four  years  ago, 
and  on  the  2nd.  of  last  month  he  was  married  to  Mrs,  S.  C. 
Drake,  who  is  thus  swiftly  and  suddenly  bereaved.  The 
surviving  daughters  are;-  Mrs.  J.  L.  Barrier  of  Reese,  and 
Misses  Minnie,  Alice,  Amy,  and  Myrtle  at  home. 

Mr.  Loy  was  a  successful  business  man  and  leaves  consid¬ 
erable  .  property,  His  career  was  characterized  by  industry, 
integrity,  and  charity.  In  the  community  he  was  highly 
esteemed.  He  was  a  man  of  positive  convictions  and  possess¬ 
ed  the  courage  of  them.  From  the  organization  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  this  city,  he  was  one  of  it*s  main  support¬ 
ers,  serving  as  elder  until  it  was  disbanded.  He  then  united 
with  the  Episcopal  Church  and  was  always  found  as  a  worship¬ 
er  somewhere.  Funeral  services  were  held  Sunday  afternoon, 
June  9th,  1901,  at  the  Lutheran  church,  conducted  by  pastor 
Rey.A.  B.  Bruner,  A  great  throng  of  people  crowded  the 
edifice  to  the. doors,  and  many  were  unable  to  get  in. 

The . sympathies  of  the  entire  community  go  to  the  bereaved 
in  their  unexpected  sorrow. 

Mr.  Loy  was  a  brother-in-law  of  James  and  John  Foster  of 
this  city  (Shelbyville)  was  formerly  a  resident  of  Todd's 
Point  and  a  man  of  most  estimable  qualities.  Mr.  James 
Foster  attended  the  funeral  of  his  kinsman. 

(  from  Shelbyville  newspaper.) 
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(  #14)  ALICE  FOSTER  LOY, 

Alice  Foster  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  Sept.  10,  1833. 
She  came  to  this  country  with  her  parents  in  the  year  1843  and 
when  she  was  a  child  of  about  eight  years.  The  family  first 
located  in  Logan  county,  Ohio.  Subsequently,  but  in  what  year 
we  are  not  informed,  the  family  moved  to  Illinois  and  located 
in  Shelby  county  and  where  in  1858  Alice  became  the  wife  of  Mr* 
Robert  Loy,  who  survives  her.  Nine  years  later  in  1867,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Loy  and  their  then  four  children  came  to  this  county, 
and  located  on  the  farm,  about  three  miles  north-west  of  this 
city,  that  has  ever  since,  until  the  wife!s  death  on  the  ninth 
instant  been  their  home.  It  was  at  all  times  a  happy,  peaceful 
home,  though  afflictions  had  come  to  it*s  inmates;  for  God!s 
altar  was  early  established  therein,  and  faithfully  maintained. 
The  deceased  became  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
her  youth,  and  she  continued  faithful  unto  the  end.  She  died 
in  the  faith  that  had  sustained  her  through  all  of  life's  trials 
and  vicissitudes. 

Mrs,  Loy  was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  five  of  whom 
survive  her,  vis:-  Mrs.  Joseph  L.  Barrier,  of  Spring  Creek  Twp., 
and  the  Misses  Minnie,  Alice,  Amy  and  Myrtle,  who  are  at  the 
family  home.  A  son  died  in  infancy  (  in  Ill.)  and  a  son  and  a 
daughter  died  not  many  months  ago.  (Annie  and  Grant)  and  their 
deaths  sorely  afflicted  the  mother.  She  also  leaves  four  bro¬ 
thers,  residents  of  Illinois, 

The  funeral  services,  conducted  by  the  Rev,  Mr.  Curtis, 
pastor  of  the  Eldorado  Presbyterian  church,  were  held  at  the 
family  home  Saturday  afternoon,  at  one  o *  clock, (Died  12/9-1897.) 

(NOTE: -The  brother s (above )  were  Joseph,  John  and  James  of 
(Shelby  Co,, Ill.,  and  Thomas,  of  Mont  Ida,  Kansas. - ) 

***-*-**-****-X--**-**-**-**--X- 

(#142)  MRS.  ANNA  LOY  HIGHBARGIN  DEPARTS  THIS  EARTHLY  LIFE. 
Last  Monday  morning  Mr,  Robert  Loy  received  a  telegram 
stating  that  his  daughter,  Mrs,  Anna  Highbargin  had  passed 
from  this  world  Sunday  (May  10,  1896)  afternoon  at  Canon  City, 
Colo,  In  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  deceased,  the  body 
was  brought  here  (Eureka ,Kans) ,  for  burial,  arriving  at  five 
oTclock  Tuesday.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Methodist 
Church  and  were  attended  by  many  friends  of  the  departed. 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  and  the  threatening  condition 
of  the  weather,  the  exercises  were  limited  to  singing,  scripture 
reading,  prayer,  and  a  few  remarks  by  Rev,  George  Johns. 

Mrs,  Highbargin  was  the  second  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Robt. 
Loy.  She  was  34  years  and  3  months  old,  and  had  resided  in  this 
community  during  the  major  portion  of  her  life.  As  a  student 
her  record  was  surpassed  by  none.  After  completing  the  course 
of  study  in  the  Eureka  High  School,  she  attended  the  State  Univ¬ 
ersity  at  Lawrence  and  graduated  with  honors.  After  graduation, 
the  deceased  devoted  several  years  to  teaching.  She  was  employed 
two  years  in  the  Eureka  High  School,  Her  skill  and  success  as  a 
teacher  was  universally  recognized. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1890  occurred  the  marriage  of  Miss  Loy 
to  Mr,  Highbargin.  Theirs  was  an  ideal  union,  based  on  affection 
which  continued  untarnished  to  the  end,  A  daughter  was  born  in 
1893  but  while  yet  in  infancy  was  taken  to  that  realm  whither 
the  mother  has  now  followed , (Dau , born  10/4-  &  died  12/26-1893), 

Mrs.  Highbargins  health  began  to  be  impaired  more  than  three 
years  ago.  At  first  her  ailment  was  one  of  the  bronchial  tubes, 
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but  it  extended  into  the  lungs  and  developed  into  consumption. 
Various  changes  of  climate  were  made  and  gave  temporary  relief 
but  nothing  could  permanently  stay  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

The  last  two  years  were  spent  at  Colorado  Springs,  Cripple 
Creek,  and  Canon  City, 

The  husband,  parents  and  sisters  of  the  deceased  have  univer¬ 
sal  sympathy  in  their  Loss  of  one  who  was  so  bright,  amiable 
and  good.  They  wish  to  thank  the  numerous  friends  for  kind¬ 
nesses  shown  and  especially  those  who  came  from  Eldorado  to 
pay  their  respect  to  the  one  who  is  gone.  -  -  -  - 

(Another  newspaper  account  had  the  following:-  )  - 

HIGHBARGIN:-  At  Canon  City,  Colorado,  Sunday,  May  10,  1896, 
from  consumption,  Annie  E. ,  wife  of  Mr.  Clark  B.  Highbargin, 
aged  34  years  and  3  months, 

Annie  E.  Loy  was  born  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Robert  Loy, 
in  Illinois,  February  10,  1862,  and  five  years  later,  in  1867 
removed  with  her  parents  to  this  county,  and  during  all  the 
subsequent  years _ the . family  home  has  been  on  a  farm  a  few  miles 
north-west  of  this  city.  She  was  always  a  bright  and  intellig¬ 
ent  child  and  woman,  and  was  possessed  of  a  liberal,  practical 
education,  being  a  graduate  of  the  State  University, 

She  taught  three  years  in  the  schools  of  ; this  city,  one 
year  in  the  Academy  and  two  years  in  the  High  School,  and  two 
years  in  the  schools  at  Solomon  City,  and  her  work  was  satis¬ 
factory  to  all  concerned. 

In  1890, ^she  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Clark  B,  Highbargin,  who 
resided  at  Eldorado  and  was  prosperously  engaged  in  the  drug 
business.  In  1893  the  family  removed  to  Enid,  Okla.,  but  the 
wife’s  health  not  being  good,  they  went  to  Colorado  Springs, 
then  to  Cripple  Creek,  and  recently  to  Canon  City.  But  health 
rei used  to  be  restored,  and  death  came  as  a  final  release  from 
suffering.  The  deceased  was  the  mother  of  one  child,  which 
died  five  years  ago  at  the  age  of  about  three  months.  During 
the  last  months  of  her  life,  her  sister  Minnie,  was  constant 
at  her  bedside. 

The ^remains,  accompanied  by  her  husband  and  sister,  arrived 
from  Canon  City,  Tuesday  evening,  taken  to  the  M. E. Church 
where  brief  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  George  Johns. 

The  interrment  followed  in  Greenwood, 

The  deceased  leaves  a  husband,  a  father  and  mother,  and 
five  sisters  to  mourn  her  death,  and  for  all  of  whom  there  is 
a  deep  and  tender  sympathy,  - 

******4*  **-*•*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

(#117D-  -W.  B.  CROWDER  Dies,  (  May  12,  1952.) 

Rites  for  retired  farmer  to  be  in  Bethany,  Wednesday, 

.  Walter  B.  Crowder,  78,  a  retired  farmer,  died  at  6  PM,  yesterday, 
home  at  653  'West  Macon  St.,  after  an  illness  of  several  yrs. 

He  was  born  near  Bethany  on  Dec,  8,  1873,  a  son  of  Marshall  M. and 
Synith. Crowder .  On  Sept.  14,  1898,  he  was  married  to  Mayme  B  Ded- 
man,  m  Bethany.  1 

Mr.  Crowder  farmed  near  Bethany  until  1924  when  he  moved  to 
worhed  for  Morehouse  &  Wells  until  he  retired  in 

1935, 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Bethany  Odd  Fellows  lodge;  and  of  the 
Westminster  Presbyterian  church. 

He  leaves  a  wife  and  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Helen  Crowder  Nally, 
Decatur;  a  brother,  Carl  M;  Bethany;  and  a  sister,  Mrs,  Florence 
L.  Bone,  Arcadia,  Calif prnia.  Services  2:30  Wed,  Tohill  funeral 
home , Be thany .  Burial  will  be  in  Bethany  cemetery 
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(#1173) -Funeral  Services  For  Mrs.  Garfield  Dedman  Held  Wednesday, 
Mrs,  Mary  S.  Dedman,  wife  of  Garfield  Dedman,  died  Sunday  in 
the  Helmuth  Rest  Home  in  Sullivan  where  she  had  been  staying  for 
the  past  eight  months, 

Mrs,  Dedman  was  born  near  Findlay  on  Dec,  28,  1880,  daughter 
of  Franklin  and  Rebecca  Shanks,  She  was  united  with  Garfield 
Dedman  in  marriage  and  the  family  lived  near  Bethany  for  a  number 
of  years  before  they  moved  to  a  farm  about  three  miles  west  of 
Sullivan , 

Her  health  broke  about  two  years  ago  and  for  the  past  several 
months  she  has  been  in  a  rest  home. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband;  a  daughter,  Mrs,  Charles 
Mansfield  of  Springville,  and  a  son,  George  of  Sullivan. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Findlay. 

She  also  leaves  the  following  brothers  and  sisters,  all  of 
whom  live  in  California;  W.  B.  Shanks,  Elgin  Shanks,  Mrs.  Alice 
Chaffee,  and  Mrs.  Willard  Tolen. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  10; 30  A.M,  Wednesday,  in  the 
McMullin  Funeral  Home  in  Sullivan,  conducted  by  Bert  Cain, 

The  pallbearers  were  Don  Bolin,  George  Bone,  Fred  Daum, 

Ira  Mayberry,  Walter  Foster,  and  C.  M.  Davis, 

Interrment  was  in  the  Bethany  cemetery,  (died  May  2b,  1952.) 
******************** 

(  #119)  -  OBITUARY  of  CHAS.  C.  SNAPP, (clipping-5/18-1939 J 
Charles  C.  Snapp,  a  resident  of  Shelbyville  for  the  past 
nineteen  years  and  a  prominent  retired  farmer,  died  suddenly 
of  a  heart  attack  at  his  home  Saturday  morning,  May  13th, 

Funeral  services  were  held  from  the  First  Methodist  church 
in  Shelbyville  Tuesday  afternoon  at  2:30  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  Howard  Leach,  Burial  was  in  the  Todd’s  Point  cemetery, 

Mr,  Snapp  was  born  near  Gays  Jan.  13,  1862,  a  son  of 
James  M,  and  Mary  Keller  Snapp,  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Millie  Foster,  March  1,  1887, 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  three  sons,  Dr,  Carl  F, 

Snapp,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich,,  Professor  Roscoe  R,  Snapp  of 
Urbana,  and  Willard  H,  Snapp,  of  Phoenix,  Arizona,  He  also 
leaves  a  brother  and  sister,  James  Snapp  of  Findlay,  and 

Mrs,  J.  N.  Loving, _ _of  Decatur,  -------- 

(#119)  -  Mrs,  C.  C,  Snapp- (born  Jan,13,1864,d-6/l7-1941) 

Mrs,  Chas,  C  Snapp  of  Shelbyville  died  in  the  Burnham 
Hospital  at  Urbana  at  2  o’clock  Tues,  morning,  June  17  (1941), 

She  went  to  Urbana  two  months  ago  to  visit  in  the  home  of  her 
son,  Prof,  R.R. Snapp  and  had  expected  later  to  go  to  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  to  spend  the  remainder  of  the  summer  with  her 
son,  Dr,  Carl  Snapp,  She  became  seriously  ill  about  two  weeks 

a90’  Millie  A,  Snapp,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Foster,  was 
born  near  Todd’s  Point,  Jan.  13,  1864,  and  was  one  of  a  family 
of  13  children.  All  but  one  sister  (#118)^Mrs.  B.O, Smith  of 
Hoyt,  Kansas,  have  preceded  her  in  death.  She  was  married  to 
Charles  C.  Snapp  on  Mar,  1,  1887,  She  lived  on  the  same  farm 
on  which  she  was  born  until  1920  when  she  and  her  husband  moved 
to  Shelbyville.  She  was  a  member  of  St,  Mary’s  church,  north  of 
Shelbyville,  until  she  came  here  and  transferred  her  membership 
to  the  First  Methodist  church  in  Shelbyville, 

She  leaves  three  sons,  Dr,  Carl  Snapp,  physician  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich,,  Prof,  Roscoe  R.  Snapp  of  the  Univ.of  Illinois, 
and  Willard  Snapp  of  San  Diego,  Cal,,  seven  grandchildren,  and 
a  number  of  nieces  and  nephews.  Her  husband  passed  away  2  yrs,  ago. 
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(#119)-  Funeral  services  were  held  at  Lantz-Boettcher  Funeral 
Home  at  two  o'clock  Wednesday  afternoon  with  Rev,  L.L, Lawrence 
in  charge.  Burial  was  in  Todd's  Point  cemetery,  ------ 

(#1192)  (from  the  Bethany  Echo,  Thursday  July  2,  1953), 

Roscoe  Snapp,  Univ,  of  Ill,,  Professor  Died  Thursday. 

Professor  RoscoeR,  Snapp,  63,  310  West  Michigan  Ave.,  Urbana, 
University  of  Illinois  professor  of  animal  science,  died  at  3:30 
A.  M.  last  Thursday  at  Carle  Memorial  Hospital, 

Death  came  unexpectedly  four  days  after  he  had  entered  the 
hospital.  He  became  ill  Monday  afternoon  at  the  college  of  agric¬ 
ulture  while  directing  and  assisting  a  herdsman  trim  the  hoofs  of 
a  herd  of  beef  cattle  that  are  being  fed  in  an  experimental  pro¬ 
gram  which  he  had  directed.  At  the  hospital  Wednesday  afternoon 
he  had  told  friends  that  he  expected  to  leave  and  return  to  his 
desk  on  Thursday  morning. 

Born  at  Findlay, 

Dr.  Snapp  was  born  Dec.  13,  1839,  at  Findlay,  the  son  of 
Chas.  C.  Snapp  and  Millie  Foster  Snapp. 

He  was  graduated  from  Eastern  Illinois  State  Teachers  College 
in  1910,  attended  the  University  of  Chicago  in  1910-11  and  rec¬ 
eived  his  A.  B.  and  B.S.  from  University  of  Illinois  in  1913. 

Following  graduation  he  served  one  year  as  the  principal  of  a 
high  school,  and  in  1914  went  to  the  University  of  West  Virginia 
to  serve  as  an  instructor  in  animal  husbandry.  He  joined  the  staff 
of  the  U.  of  Ill.  college  of  agriculture  in  1915,  serving  until 
1917,  when  he  resigned  to  join  the  armed  forces  to  serve  durina 
World  War  I.  , 

Discharged  as  Captain. 

He  was  discharged  in  1919  as  a  captain  of  field  artillery,  and 
returned  to  the  college  to  take  up  his  old  position  with  the  animal 
husbandry  department. 

In  1921  he  received  a  master  of  science  degree  and  was  promoted 

to  the  rank  of  assistant  professor,  holding  this  post  until  1939, 

when  he  was  named  to  head  the  beef  cattle  division  in  1939  to  suc¬ 
ceed  Doctor  H.  P.  Rusk  who  had  been  named  as  dean  of  the  college. 

He  entered  World  War  II  in  1942  as  a  Lt.  Colonel  in  the  field 

artillery,  serving  until  1945,  with  most  of  his  service  in  Italy, 

In  1945-46  he  remained  in  Italy  with  the  Allied  commission,  help¬ 
ing  to  develop  agricultural  programs  for  the  Italian  government. 

He  joined  the  First  Methodist  church  of  Urbana  in  1920  and  had 
been  a  prominent  lay  member  since  that  time.  He  recently  was  elect¬ 
ed  a  trustee  for  a  three  year  term.  He  had  been  active  in  all  the 
fund  raising  campaigns  and  particularly  on  the  drive  to  clear  the 
church  building  debt  in  1947. 

Taught  class. 

Professor  Snapp  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Truth 
Seekers  class  of  the  church  and  was  a  past  president.  He  also 
taught  the  class  for  many  years. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Animal  Production, 
Alpha  Zeta,  Phi  Kappa  Phi  and  Gamma  Sigma  Delta,  He  also  wrote 
a  widely  used  text-book,  "Beef  Cattle",  This  book  is  recognized 
as  the  leading  textbook  in  the  beef  cattle  field  and  is  widely 
used  in  colleges  and  universities  throughout  the  United  States. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  the  former  Edith  Hamilton,  whom  he 
married  Sept,  22,  1917,  and  the  two  children,  a  son,  Kenneth  Manley 
of  Calif,,  and  a  daughter,  Mrs,  Kathryn  Louise  Swanson  of  Seattle, Wn. 

Praise  work. 
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Associates  of  Professor  Snapp,  Thursday  lauded  his  work  for 
U.  of  I.  as  well  as  his  contributions  to  better  human  relation¬ 
ships.  Dr,  R.  R.  Hudelson,  dean  of  the  college  of  agriculture, 
said; -"It  was  a  very  great  shock  to  all  of  us  in  the  college 
of  agriculture  to  learn  of  the  sudden  and  unexpected  death  of 
Professor  R.  R.  Snapp,  He  was  a  key  member  of  the  faculty, 
having  served  continuously  since  1915,  except  for  military 
leave  during  the  two  world  wars.  " 

"Professor  Snapp  was  a  personal  friend  since  we  were  students 
together  in  the  college  of  agriculture  in  1911  and  1912.  His 
loss  is  a  personal  one  for  me  as  it  is  for  many  members  of  the 
college  staff  and  countless  students  who  found  him  a  popular 
teacher  and  friend.  His  place  on  the  faculty  will  be  difficult 
to  fill." 

Tribute  from  Rusk. 

H.  P.  Rusk,  dean  emeritus  of  the  college  of  agriculture, 
made  this  tribute:-  "In  the  passing  of  Professor  Snapp, 

Illinois  agriculture  and  the  American  livestock  industry 
have  lost  a  loyal  friend  and  a  dependable  adviser.  His 
contributions  to  the  science  of  beef  production  are  widely 
recognized  and  appreciated.  But  even  more  important  have 
been  his  local  and  statewide  contributions  to  good  citizen¬ 
ship  and  better  human  relationships.  He  served  his  country 
importantly  as  an  officer  in  both  world  wars.  He  was  a  real 
American. " 

Sleeter  Bull,  professor  of  meats,  said;- 

"Professor  Snapp  was  my  idea  of  a  Christian  gentleman.  He 
practiced  what  he  believed.  He  was  generous  with  both  his  time 
and  goods  in  helping  his  church  and  the  underprivileged.  With 
it  all  he  was  modest,  unassuming,  tolerant  and  broad-minded." 

Funeral  services  were  held  Saturday  at  2  p,m,  in  the  First 
Methodist  church  in  Urbana,  with  Rev,  Sidney  A.  Guthrie  of 
Gibson  City,  former  pastor  of  the  church  in  Urbana,  officiating. 
The  pallbearers  were  men  who  were  associated  with  him  in  his 
university  and  church  work.  Burial  was  in  the  Roselawn  cemetery 
just  east  of  the  University  Stadium, 

Those  attending  the  services  from  this  community  were;- 
Mr.  and  Mrs,  Elmer  Mcllwain  and  Mr,  and  Mrs,  DeForest  Baird, 

Mr.  Snapp  was  a  cousin  of  Mrs.  Baird  and  Mr.  Mcllwain. 

(*NOTE:-  Date  of  death  was  June  25,  1953,  ), _ 

(#120)-  Mrs.  Edwin  G.  Foster,  wife  of  Tower  Hill  Banker 

Succumbs  to  Prolonged  Illness. 

Mrs,  Estella  Foster,  wife  of  E.  G.  Foster,  cashier  of  the 
Tower  Hill  Bank,  died  at  her  home  in  Tower  Hill, (ill,)  Friday 
night,  after  two  weeks  of  excruciatingly  severe  suffering  with 
diabetes  and  memingeal  complications.  On  Sunday  the  funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Walter  Mitchell  at  the  Method¬ 
ist  church,  after  which  the  remains,  attended  by  the  sorrowing 
relatives  and  a  large  company-  of  friends,  were  conveyed  to  this 
city  and  laid  to  rest  at  Glenwood. 

Mrs,  Foster  was  well  known  in  Shelbyville,  having  resided 
here  before  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Tower  Hill,  and  was 
especially  well  liked.  She  was  born  in  Indiana,  June  22,  1871, 
While  still  a  small  child  she  was  left  motherless.  Part  of  her 
girlhood  was  spent  in  Illinois,  and  later  she  lived  in  Kansas, 
where  she  married  to  Mr,  Foster  about  a  dozen  years  ago. 

In  1897  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Foster  and  their  one  daughter,  Marie, 
now  10  years  old,  came  to  Shelbyville,  Mr,  Foster  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  with  his  nephew,  C.  F,  Boone,  but  later 
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the  firm  sold  their  business  and  he  was  employed  as  an  abstractor 
with  W.  H.  Craig.  When  the  Tower  Hill  Bank  was  instituted,  Mr, 
Foster  was  chosen  as  cashier  and  he  and  his  family  went  to  that 
city,  where  they  were  quickly  established  as  valued  members  of 
the  community,  and  the  church  of  their  choice, 

Mrs.  Foster  was  converted  sixteen  years  ago,  while  she  was 
living  in  Sterling,  Kansas,  and  united  with  the  M.  E.  Church, 

From  that  time  until  her  death  she  was  an  earnest  worker  for  the 
Master,  and  always  could  be  depended  upon  to  aid  in  every  good 
work  for  church  and  society. 

In  her  last  illness  which  brought  keenest  physical  pain,  Mrs, 
Foster . was  calm  and  peaceful,  and  at  one  time  she  said;-  "I  know 
Jesus  is  with  me,  I  know  he  walks  by  my  side  and  guides  me 
through  the  dark  and  deep  places.  I  have  seen  his  form  and  talked 
with  him,  although  I  have  not  yet  seen  His  face.  It  possibly  is 
reserved  for  me  to  see  His  face  when  I  get  to  Heaven". 

Mrs,  Foster!s  death  at  this  time  is  a  distinct  loss  to  the 
circles  in  which  she  moved,  and  brings  untold  sorrow  to  the  hearts 
of  the  husband  and  little  daughter,  who  have  the  deepest  sympathy 
of  all  their  friends,  (  from  the  Shelbyville  paper  of  1905.  ), 

Dear  Mrs,  Couch:-  (letter  from  Garden  City,  Kans.  5/23-1951. 

Your  letter  just  came  and  for  a  bit  I  could  not  connect  the 
names  with  people  I  knew.  We  knew  Edwin  Foster  as  Ed.  Foster, 
who  worked  in  my  father Ts  Law  Office  in  the  Bay  Window  Block, 
Anthony.  Part  of  the  time  he  lived  in  our  home  and  also  Will  I, 
Crawford, (who  went  to  Seattle)  and  boarded  with  us.  An  Estella 
Ralston  came  to  Anthony  when  I  was  only  ten  or  eleven  yrs.  old. 

She  lived  at  our  house  and  sewed  for  us  and  went  out  to  sew, 

Ed,  began  courting  her  there.  I  think  they  were  married  in  1891 
or  1892,  probably  1892,  They  were  married  in  our  home  and  I,  11 
years  old,  and  a  boy  cousin  of  mine  from  Wichita  attended  them. 

I  know  it  was  in  spring  because  English  violets  were  in  bloo  m 
and  we  used  them  in  the  finger  bowls  passed  after  refreshments. 

Their  baby  girl  was  born  in  Anthony,  She  was  named  for  me,  Alta 
Marie  and  they  called  her  Marie,  I  do  not  remember  who  the  min¬ 
ister  was. _ Sincerely,  (Mrs.)  Alta  Marie  Huston  Wright. _ 

(  #120).  EDWIN  GRANT  FOSTER,  Born  3/10-1866,  died  51  yrs. later. 

The  funeral  of  E,  G.  Foster,  cashier,  and  one  of  the  owners  of 
the  Tower  Hill  Bank,  who  died  at  his  home  in  Tower  Hill,  Thursday 
night,  after  three  months  of  illness  from  a  complication  of  dis¬ 
will  be  conducted  in  the  home  Sunday  afternoon  at  2  Oclock. 
will  be  in  Glenwood  cemetery  in  this  city. 

Foster  was  born  in  Toddfs  Point  Twp,  fifty-one  years  ago, 
but  returned  here  about  16  yrs,  ago  and  formed  a  partnership  in 
the  grocery  business  with  his  nephew,  C.  F.  Boone,  now  of  Decatur, 
After  two  years  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  that  enterprise. 
Later  he  entered  the  Shelby  Co.  State  Bank,  and  from  that  position 
went  to  the  Tower  Hill  Bank,  as  its  Cashier  when  it  was  organized 
in  1902.  Mr.  Foster  was  a  capable  business  man, 

.Mr,  Foster. had  twice  married.  His  first  marriage  was  contracted 
while  he  was  in  Kansas,  and  Mrs,  Foster  died  here  some  15  years  ago. 
(He,  at  Anthony , Kans ,  had  Abstracting  Business  for  a  time,  also  was 
Bookkeeper  in  the  Citizens  National  Bank,  of  Anthony,  under  John  D, 
Brown,  Pres,  and  Chas,  E.  Morris,  Cashier.)  (ETR).(both  from  Ill.) 

Mr.  Foster  remarried,  his  bride  being  Miss  Emma  Redding  of  Assump 
tion,  who  survives  him,  (now  of  Boulder,  Colo,)  Surviving  also  are 
daughter,  Marie,  and  a  son,  Edwin,  The  former  was  born  of  the  first 
marriage  ,  and  the  latter  of  the  second.  The  deceased  also  leaves 

I°MCS1rtrr!’MrS'  J-E.Garman,  Mrs.  Ida  Smith,  Mrs.  Jos.  Dedman 
Mrs,  G.C.onapp.  He  was  member  of  1st  M.H. Church  of  Tower  Hill. 


eases , 
Burial 
Mr. 
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(  #121),  EFFIE  FOSTER  -  born  4/14-1869-died  3/24-1908, 

On  Tuesday  morning,  March  24,  at  4  o’clock  the  Death  Angel 
passed  over  our  little  city  and  plucked  from  one  of  our  homes 
the  spirit  of  a  faithful  and  loving  wife  and  mother. 

Effie  M.  Foster,  youngest  child  of  Joseph  Foster  and  wife, 
was  born  near  Todd’s  Point,  Illinois,  Apr.  14,  1869,  She 
accepted  Jesus  as  her  Lord  and  Savior  at  a  very  early  age  and 
united  with  the  St,  MaryTs  Methodist  church  near  Findlay,  but 
in  1887,  when  she  moved  with  her  parents  to  Bethany,  she  tran¬ 
sferred  her  membership  to  the  Methodist  church  here  of  which 
she  was  a  faithful  and  devoted  member  until  the  time  of  her 
death. 

She  was  married  to  J.  W.  Mcllwain  Jan,  9,  1895,  To  this 
union  were  born  two  children,  one  of  which  is  now  only  one 
month  old.  About  one  week  ago  she  had  an  attack  of  periton¬ 
itis,  and  died  Tuesday  morning  at  four  o’clock,  March  24,  1908, 
aged  38  years,  11  months  and  ten  days.  Besides  a  devoted  hus¬ 
band  and  two  children  who  came  to  bless  her  home,  Mrs.  Mcllwain 
leaves  an  aged  mother,  who  has  not  been  able  to  see  her  for 
some  time;  six  sisters;  Mrs,  Maggie  Dedman,  Mrs.  Frances  Garman, 

Mrs.  -Millie  Snapp  of  Findlay,  Mrs,  Allie  Boone  of  Shelbyville, 

Mrs,  Mollie  Dodge  of  Sandoval,  Ill,,  and  Mrs,  Ida  Smith  of  Hoyt, 
Kansas,  one  brother,  Mr.  E.  G.  Foster  of  Tower  Hill,  Illinois, 
and  besides  these  there  are  other  relatives  and  a  host  of  friends 
who  are  called  upon  to  mourn  the  untimely  death  of  one  who  has 
been  very  close  to  their-  hearts. 

Words  are  expressionless  in  the  hour  of  sadness,  bereavement  and 
heartaches  can  be  interpreted  only  in  the  language  of  another  world. 
Indeed,  now  we  look  through  a  glass  darkly,  but  then  we  shall  know. 
We  are  called  upon  to  mourn  the  departure  from  our  midst  of  one 
whose  life  was  hid  in  Christ  in  God,  Her  devotion  to  the  work  of 
the  church  and  to  religious  work  in  general  is  seldom  equalled. 

Every  department  of  the  church  felt  the  touch  of  her  hand,  and  now 
that  she  has  departed  from  us,  her  devotion  and  her  works  are  a 
monument  to  her  remembrance. 

She  was  a  regular  attendant  at  Sunday  School,  the  Church  service, 
the  Epworth  League,  the  Prayer  Meeting,  and  an  active  worker  in  the 
Ladies  Aid  Guild  and  the  Women’s  Temperance  Union,  Only  those  who 
have  been  associated  with  her  in  these  different  departments  of 
work  will  fully  know  what  her  place  made  vacant  by  her  departure 
really  means , 

There  was  one  place  where  she  was  at  her  best.  In  that  sacred 
shrine  where  God  loves  to  dwell,  the  home,  she  gave  Christ  pre-emin¬ 
ence,  These,  before  a  devoted  husband,  and  the  children  came  to 
bless  her  home,  and  the  many  friends  who  had  access  there,  she  lived 
the  Christ  life.  She  was  true  to  the  principles  taught  by  her  Lord 
and  Master,  and  weighed  the  actions  of  her  life  in  the  light  of  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

As  she  is  gone  to  meet  a  loving  father,  who  six  years  preceded 
her  to  the  Mansion  in  the  skies,  brother  Mcllwain  loses  a  loving  and 
faithful  companion,  the  children  a  devoted  mother,  the  sisters  and 
brothers  a  faithful  sister  and  her  friends  lose  a  true  friend. 

But  in  the  saddest  of  our  bereavements : - 
"There  comes  the  thought  of  glory, 

To  which  our  friends  are  gone, 

The  far  surpassing  glory 
Beyond  what  earth  has  known. 

Estate  of  light  and  gladness,  Where  tears  are  wiped  away, 
The  joy  in  blessed  fullness,  of  everlasting  day,  " 
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(#16)-  Mrs,  Martha  J.  Foster,  the  wife  of  James  Foster,  died 
at  the  family  home  on  South  Broadway  on  Saturday  evening,  after 
a  lingering  illness.  The  funeral  was  held  from  the  home  at 
one  o1 clock  Monday  afternoon.  Interment  was  in  the  Glenwood 
cemetery, 

Mrs.  Foster  was  born  in  Shelby  County  on  April  23,  1843, 

She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Lenover  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
went  from  there  to  Ohio,  thence  to  Indiana,  and  finally  coming  to 
Illinois  as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county,  <0>n  Apr,  18,  1867, 
(*s/b  1866)  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  James  Foster,  one  of 
the  best  known  men  of  Shelby  County.  To  this  union  three  child¬ 
ren  were  born  -  Harry  and  James,  residing  north  of  Findlay,  and 
Cora,  who  at  the  time  of  her  death  was  the  wife  of  George  C, 
Bollinger  of  this  city. 

Besides  the  two  sons,  Mrs,  Foster  leaves  two  brothers  and 
one  sister.  The  brothers  are  Joseph  Lenover,  living  in  Iowa; 
Thomas  Lenover,  residing  in  Washington.  The  sister  is  Mrs. 
Samuel  Jacobs  of  Mowequa,  Illinois, 

Mrs.  Foster  has  been  an  invalid  since  moving  to  Shelbyville 
from  Todd’s  Point  Township  thirteen  years  ago,  "Most  of  the  time 
she  was  unable  to  walk  without  support.  Until  compelled  to  rem¬ 
ain  at  home  on  account  of  failing  health,  she  was  an  active 
church  worker.  She  was  largely  instrumental  in  the  building  of 
the  St.  Mary’s  Church,  north  of  this  city.  Up  to  three  years 
ago  she  was  a  member  of  the  First  Methodist  church  of  Shelby¬ 
ville,  but  at  that  time  transferred  her  membership  to  the  First 
Church  of  Christ,  Scientists.  She  was  a  loving  and  devoted 
wife  and  mother  and  a  kind  and  generous  neighbor  and  friend. 


(#16) - 
DEATH 
James 


JAMES  FOSTER  DIES . 


CAME  AT 
Foster,  one 


O’CLOCK  THURSDAY  MDRNING. (  Dec.  29-1911). 
of  the  most  prominent  residents  of  Shelby 
at  his  home  on  South  Broadway  at  four  oclock 


County,  passed  away  _  _ _ 

Thursday  morning,  after  a  lingering  illness  from' a  complication 
of  diseases.  Since  the  death  of  his  wife  four  months  ago,  Mr. 
Foster  had  been  in  failing  health.  He  was  a  man  of  pleasant 
kindly  nature,  and  he  had  a  full  measure  of  those  practical 
traits  of  character  that  made  him  a  useful  citizen,  capable  of 
filling  places  of  honor  and  trust.  For  several  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  being  a  representative  of 
Todd’s  Point  township.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  made  his 
home  in  this  city. 

When  a  boy  of  four  years  of  age,  James  Foster  was  brought  to 
the  United  States  by  his  parents,  John  and  Ellen  Foster.  James 
was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England  on  Oct.  21,  1833.  His  parents 
were  among  the  pioneers  of  Todds  Point  township,  his  father  be¬ 
ing  the  first  to  erect  a  house  on  the  prairie  land  of  that 
rich  section  of  Shelby  county.  This  land  was  still  in  the  hands 
of  the  government,  and  was  entered  as  a  homestead  by  John  Fos¬ 
ter,  the  father.  Here  James  grew  to  manhood  and  was  an  intelli¬ 
gent  witness  of  the  growth  of  this  county.  In  1866  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Martha  J.  Lenover,  To  this  union  three  children  - 
two  sons  and  one _ daughter were  born.  The  daughter,  Cora,  joined 
the  silent  majority  some  time  ago.  The  two  surviving  sons  are 
Harry  and  James  Foster,  both  prominent  residents  of  Shelby  county, 

James  Foster  was  the  youngest  of  six  children,  of  whom  all 
have  died,  excepting  John  Foster  of  this  city. 

_ ^  i , .  _  i  n  *  _  n  ^ t—  P ^  iirom  the  irirst  Methodist  Church  in  this 

GleXwood  clmet^ry.  Y'  Rev-N^J.Rigg  had  charge.  Burial  was  in 


(#161)-  CORA  FOSTER  BOLLINGER, 

Life  is  made  up  of  opposites,  while  the  sun  shines 
upon  one,  the  shadow  rests  upon  another. 

While  quite  all  the  town  was  rejoicing  Sunday  at  the  com¬ 
ing  of  a  new  life  to  man  and  to  nature,  one  household  was 
sorrowing  at  the  visit  of  death, 

Easter  morning  at  11  o’clock,  Cora,  the  wife  of  George  C, 
Bollinger,  gave  up  the  struggle  for  life,  and  lay  down  to 
sleep  where  dreams  haunt  not,  nor  pain  distracts.  Death  is 
cruel,  most  cruel,  because  through  those  who  die  and  have 
never  done  hurt  nor  harm,  themselves,,  it  racks  the  minds  and 
wrings  the  hearts  of  those  who  yet  live  and  love. 

What  a  strange  thing  is  fate.  What  a  condition  is  life. 

Here  was  a  gentle  peaceful  soul  that  never  by  act  or  word 
harmed  any  one;  she  knew  only  kindness  to  others  and  sympathy 
with  all;  yet  to  her,  fate  was  harsh  and  her  days  were  filled 
with  pain. 

Mrs,  Bollinger  was  the  daughter  of  Mr,  and  Mrs,  James  Fos¬ 
ter  of  Todd’s  Point,  She  was  born  in  that  township  on  March  7, 
1863,  and  was  aged  thirty  years,  one  month  and  four  days.  She 
became  the  wife  of  George  C,  Bollinger  at  Peoria,  on  Sept,  27, 
1891,  In  her  were  combined  the  charms  and  virtues  of  lovely 
woman.  Good  and  dear  was  she  to  kin  and  acquaintances.  For 
several  years  consumption  made  its  insiduous  ravages  upon  her 
body  and  though  the  skill  of  physicians  and  the  resources  of 
different  climes  were  drawn  upon,  naught  prevailed  and  uncom¬ 
plainingly  her  end  came,  at  the  hour  stated,  after  great  suf¬ 
fering,  patiently  and  uncomplainingly  bourne. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Tuesday  afternoon  at  the  First 
Methodist  church  and  were  conducted  by  Rev,  A,  L,  T.  Ewert, 
who  spoke  in  fitting  praise  of  her  who  had  been  such  a  faith¬ 
ful  daughter  of  Methodism,  letting  her  light  shine  in  grace 
and  quiet  deed.  The  edifice  was  filled  beyond  its  regular 
seating  capacity  and  the  offerings  of  flowers  were  many  and 
fine.  Interment  was  made  at  the  city  cemetery,  (4/11-1398, ) 

DEATH  OF  MRS ,  DAVID  HADWEN. 

The  death  of  Mrs,  David  L,  Hadwen  occurred  at  her  home  in 
Chrisman,  Illinois,  Friday  night,  June  12,  at  the  age  of  26 
years,  11  mon  ths,  after  four  days  of  suffering  with  inflama- 
tion  of  the  stomach.  The  body  arrived  at  Todd’s  Point  Sat¬ 
urday  night  and  was  interred  at  Todd’s  Point  cemetery  Sunday 
at  2  P.M,  The  largest  gathering  that  ever  assembled  in  that 
place,  paid  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Nellie  (Pierce)  Hadwin, 
who  was  a  bud  on  earth  to  blossom  in  Heaven,  None  knew  Nellie 
but  to  love  her.  She  always  had  a  kind  word  for  the  afflicted 
and  was  ever  kind  to  the  poor  and  needy.  She  was  an  earnest 
worker  for  Christ,  She  was  working  hard  at  the  time  of  her 
death  preparing  for  the  Children’s  Day  exercises  to  be  held 
at  her  church  in  Chrisman  the  same  afternoon  she  was  laid  low 
below  the  mouldering  sod. 

Rev,  Black  of  Bethany  conducted  the  funeral  services.  The 
relatives  and  friends  have  the  deepest  sympathy  in  their  hour 
of  sorrow. 

The  deceased  was  the  sister  to  Joseph  Pierce  of  this 
place  and  her  parents  live  at  Todd’s  Point,  ----- 

(NOTE: -Its  too  bad  none  of  the  newspapers  ever  give  dates 
of  deaths,  so  clippings  as  above  lack  the  most  essential 
and  important  fact  of  all,  for  future  Geneology  record. (ETR) , 
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SARAH  DOBSON. 


Sarah  Dobson  was  born  near  Massilon,  Ohio,  Jan,  20,  1837, 
and  died  at  the  home  in  Todd's  Point,  Aug,  4,  1900,  aged 

63  years.  She  was  only  sick  nine  days  but  a  victim  of  that 

terrible  complaint,  congestion  of  the  stomach,  and  suffered 
untold  agony  in  the  short  time  she  was  sick. 

But  she  bore  it  all  without  a  murmur,  not  even  to  tell  her 

loved  ones  around  her  of  the  misery  she  was  in. 

She  was  taken  so  very  bad  in  the  beginning  of  her  sickness 
that  nothing  seemed  to  do  her  any  good. 

She  will  be  greatly  missed  in  the  community  for  she  was 
always  ready  to  lend  a  willing  hand  in  sickness  or  to  help 
anyone  in  time  of  need.  She  never  thought  anything  too  much 
trouble  to  do  for  a  iriend  or  neighbor,  would  seem  to  even  go 
beyond  her  own  strength  to  do  for  others. 

She  was  a  mother  who  was  very  devoted  to  her  family  and  her 
death  causes  the  home  to  be  entirely  broken  up,  as  the  children 
are  all  away  from  home  and  Mr,  Pierce  will  make  his  home  with 
some  of  the  children. 

They  were  all  at  her  bedside  when  she  passed  away  except 
Mrs,  George  Kendall,  of  Iowa,  who  had  only  returned  to  her 
home  for  a  few  days  before  her  mother's  sickness,  having 
spent  the  summer  at  home  with  her  parents.  It  would  indeed 
be  a  severe  shock  to  her  when  she  received  the  message  saying 
Mother  is  dead",  when  only  a  few  days  before,  she  had  left 
her  well  and  hearty,  but  it  reminds  us  of  the  uncertainty  of 
When  we  part  irom  our  loved  ones  we  know  not  whether 
we  will  meet  in  this  world  again  or  not. 

She  was  married  to  Joseph  Pierce  in  1867, 

Mrs.  Pierce  was  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  and  her  pastor 
said  in  his  remarks  at  her  funeral  that  she  was  one  of  his  best 
workers  and  was  ever  willing  to  do  her  part  in  any  church  work. 

Her  funeral  was  conducted  at  the  family  home  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  by  Rev,  Dickson. 

She  leaves  an  aged  companion,  three  daughters,  three  sons, 
and  two  sisters,  Mrs,  John  Foster  of  Shelbyville,  and  Mrs,  Jos¬ 
eph  Foster  of  Bethany,  besides  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends. 

Several  times  during  her  sickness  she  spoke  of  hearing  the 
most  beautiful  music  and  we  imagine  now  she  is  enjoying  the  sing- 

®‘L  Angels  around  the  great  white  throne  of  God  where  she 
will  never  know  another  pain  or  care. 
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Interesting  History  of  Todd’s  Point  cemetery  and  adjacent  country. 

The  ECHO  is  indebted  very  much  to  Frank  Nuttall  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  history  of  the  Todds  Point  community  and  the  Todds  Point  ceme¬ 
tery. 

In  the  year  of  1835,  Wm.  Todd  entered  the  northwest  quarter  of 
Section  16-13-4,  the  ground  where  the  community  of  Todds  Point  is 
located , 

Mr,  Todd  and  his  brother,  John,  acquired  title  to  several  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land  adjoining  these  tracts  on  the  south  of  where 
the  village  of  Todds  Point  is  now  located  and  they  brought  colored 
slaves  with  them  to  do  the  farming.  The  slaves  lived  in  log-cabins 
located  at  different  parts  of  the  land.  In  1845  they  sold  to  John 
Noble  the  two  quarter  sections  mentioned  above,  and  their  other 
holdings  to  the  south  consisting  of  920  acres,  they  sold  to  Isaac 
Fleming  and  a  Mr.  (Wm. )  Dawson  of  Canada. 

Mr.  Noble  a-lso  acquired  title  to  about  5000  acres  to  the  north¬ 
west  of  Todds  Point  and  desiring  to  start  a  town  there,  had  a  plot 
made  with  4-acre  lots  on  each  side  of  a  66  foot  street,  offering  to 
give  anyone  a  lot  who  could  build  a  building  on  them,  so  that  a  town 
could  be  started. 

Four  people  took  advantage  of  this  generous  offer  and  a  blacksmith 
shop,  a  general  store,  a  saloon  and  a  shoe  makers  shop  were  establ¬ 
ished.  Some  years  later  he  gave  an  acre  for  a  school,  where  the 
Todds  Point  school  house  is  now  located  and  an  acre  on  the  hill  west 
of  the  school  for  a  public  burying  ground,  Mr.  Noble  was  the  first 
person  to  be  buried  there,  the  date  being  Jan,  2,  1864.  At  that 
time  a  road  had  to  be  cut  through  the  timber  and  the  underbrush 
cleared  away  for  a  place  to  dig  the  grave.  It  was  soon  cleared  off 
and  became  the  principal  burying  ground  for  the  surrounding  community. 

In  about  25  years,  the  small  plot  of  ground  was  becoming  filled  up 
with  graves  and  a  need  for  more  room  was  seen,  so  on  May  26,  1883, 
a  meeting  of  the  community  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
Company  to  procyre  more  land  adjoining  the  present  grave  yard. 

R.  C.  Noble  was  chosen  chairman  and  J.  C.  Noon  secretary  of  the 
meeting.  It  was  decided  to  sell  stock  at  $5,00  per  share;  anyone 
could  purchase  from  one  to  five  shares,  and  each  stockholder  would 
be  allowed  as  many  votes  at  any  meeting  of  the  company  as  he  possessed 
shares  of  stock.  The  name  of  the  company  was  selected  to  be  "Todds 
Point  Cemetery  Association",  A  committee  was  appointed  to  purchase 
four  acres  of  land,  which  was  done  and  a  survey  of  the  plot  was  made 
for  lots,  which  were  offered  for  sale.  The  stockholders  were  to 
pay  the  same  price  for  the  lots  as  the  others,  with  the  money  recei¬ 
ved  from  the  sale  of  lots  to  be  used  in  improving  and  caring  for  the 
grounds , 

The  officers  of  the  newly  organized  company  were:  Pres,  John  Turner; 
Treas.-R.  C.  Noble;  Sec.-J.  C.  Noon;  with  the  following  being  listed 
as  stockholder s: -Thos .  Hadwin,  George  Wright,  John  Turner,  Joseph 
Pearce,  Sr,,  R.  C.  Noble,  James  C.  Noon,  John  Atkinson,  James  Atkin¬ 
son,  Robert  Nuttall,  ’William  Cherry,  John  Lupton,  Jane  Atkinson, 

A.  H.  Bliss,  Wm.  Wilkinson,  A.  Fear,  Thos.  Noble,  Wm.  Atkinson,  Thos. 
Walton,  Sr,,  Thos,  Loy,  John  Nicholson,  John  Noble,  Thos,  Cartmel  and 
Thos.  Newby. 

It  served  its  purpose  well  for  over  30  years  and  many  lots  were  sold. 
Many  of  the  shareholders  had  passed  away  or  moved  away  and  some  lot 
owners  were  dissatisfied  because  they  had  no  vote  at  the  meetings,  so 
a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  make  all  lot  owners  members  of  the 
association.  Later  it  was  decided  to  increase  the  number  of  trustees 
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to  six  members.  The  first  board  of  trustees  under  the  new  organ¬ 
ization  which  was  chartered  by  the  State  of  Illinois  in  1919  were;- 
C.  C.  Snapp,  J.  S.  Wright,  J.  W.  Dedman,  Frank  Nuttall,  George 
Reuss,  and  B,  T.  Perry, 

A  new  survey  of  the  ground  was  made  and  additional  lots  laid  out 
for  sale  and  other  needed  improvements  were  made,  the  latest  being 
the  gravelling  of  a  drive  around  the  cemetery  grounds. 

Wirt  Jones  has  been  sexton  for  several  years  and  Todds  Point 
cemetery  can  still  compete  as  the  best  kept  country  cemetery  in 
Moultrie  County  and  Shelby  County,  ------ 

THOMAS  L  Q  Y. 

Thomas  Loy  suddenly  passed  away  at  4:15  this  morning  at  his 
home  in  West  Walnut  Street  in  Saybrook,  caused  by  a  sudden  stroke 
of  appoplexy,  and  the  home  which  has  been  so  bright  for  many  years 
past,  is  now  in  sadness,  caused  by  the  departure  of  the  above,  who 
was  one  of  Saybrook's  best  citizens,  having  lived  here  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  making  a  wide  acquaintance  and  gaining  many  friends 
who  mourn  his  loss. 

For  many  years  past,  the  deceased  has  not  been  enjoying  very 
good  health,  although  he  was  able  to  be  out  and  around  most  of 
the  time,  and  up  to  last  week  he  was  engaged  in  working  in  his 
garden  at  his  home,  which  was  so  dear  to  him.  Last  evening  he 
seemed  to  be  as  well  as  usual,  and  ate  a  very  hearty  supper,  and 
retired  in  no  worse  condition. 

About  four  in  the  morning  he  was  taken  suddenly  ill  and  a  doc¬ 
tor  was  quickly  summoned  and  on  his  arrival  the  deceased  was  rapid¬ 
ly.  passing  away  from  the  toils  and  troubles  of  this  life  to  the 
brighter  land  above  and  breathed  his  last  ten  minutes  after  the 
doctor  came, 

Thomas  Loy  was  born  in  Crosby  Ravensworth,  Westmoreland,  Eng¬ 
land,  Jan,  9,  1326,  Nearly  40  years  ago  he  came  to  this  country 
and  resided  in  Illinois,  He  made  frequent  visits  to  this  place 
and  about  eight  years  ago  came  here  where  he  remained  the  rest  of 
his  life,  building  a  comfortable  home  on  West  Walnut  Street,  Say- 
brook,  where  he  died. 

The  deceased  was  a  heavy  property  owner  at  this  place  and  has 
accumulated  considerable  wealth,  which  he  used  to  good  advantage, 
helping  the  poor  and  caring  for  the  needy. 

He  leaves  his  wife,  brothers- John  Loy  of  St.  Louis,  and  Robert 
Loy  of  Kansas,  besides  two  sisters  and  a  brother  in  England  to 
mourn  his  loss,  who  have  the  sympathy  of  the  entire  community  in 
their  bereavement.  The  funeral  will  be  held  Saturday,  the  hour 

to  be  announced  later, - (Saybrook ,Astabula  Co,, in  N. E. corner , Ohio) . 

(Another  Obituary  having  nowhere  the  year  of  the  Heath-- (ptr t ) 

. I.a m  informed  that  he  did  not  marry  till  70  yrs.  oldjhad  made  a 
visit  to  Eng.  &  on  return  voyage  met  his  wife-to-be,  as  she  and  her 
sister  were  in  his  care  for  the  journey.  That  he  lived  ten  years  after 
marriage,  so  would  presumably  be  80  yrs,  old  at  death.  No  record  of 
name  oi  his  wife,  or  her  sister,  or  where  in  England  they  had  been. 
Reverse  side  of  the  clipping  told  of  Boer  War  and  raising  of  the 

siege  of  Mafeking,  about  May  16th- _ ?  His  wife  did  not  survive 

him  very  many  years,  -  ?  (**Note:-  a  Richard  Loy  was  Curate  of  Shap, 

in  1765, --Not  kno wn  if  he  was  an  antecedent  ancestor  or  not-? 

Jas,  Robinson,  of  London,  a  cousin  to  Minnie  Loy,  so  his  parent  must 
have  married  one  of  sisters  of  Thos,,  Robert  and  John  Loy,  -  (ETR). 
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( #15 ) ,  THOMAS  FOSTER.  Once  Shelby  Co.  Pioneer  died  in  Kansas, 

Thomas  Foster,  whose  brothers  live  here,  once  prominent 
resident  of  Todds  Point,  Illinois,  passes  away  at  daughter’s  home. 

Word  has  been  received  here  telling  of  the  death  of  another  of 
the  pioneers  of  Shelby  County.  Thomas  Foster,  a  brother  of  John 
Foster  and  James  Foster,  who  are  well  known  in  this  city,  died  on 
Sunday,  Dec,  22  (1907)  near  Garnett,  Kansas.  He  was  third  of  the 
early  settlers  of  the  county  known  to  have  passed  away  on  the 
Sunday  preceeding  Christmas.  The  remains  were  interred  in  the 
Garnett  cemetery  on  Tuesday  of  this  week. 

Thomas  Foster  was  a  member  of  the  FOSTER  family  that  had  won 
for  itself  a  name  in  the  history  and  development  of  Central  Illinois. 
He  was  born  in  Howgill,  Yorkshire,  seventy-two  years  ago,  and  in 
1849,  came  with  his  family  (parents)  to  Shelby  County,  settling  in 
that  part  of  it  which  is  now  termed  Todds  Point,  then  wild,  unfenced 
prairie.  When  attained  to  his  majority  he  married  Mary  Tyson,  and 
moved  to  Anderson  County,  Kansas.  (  Moved  in  1867.) 

When  the  gold  craze  seized  Americans  (in  1898)  and  they  rushed 
to  Alaska,  Thomas  Foster  and  his  son  adopted  the  wise  plan  of  cater¬ 
ing  to  the  wants  of  the  prospectors  and  accordingly  opened  a  mattress 
and  upholstery  factory  in  Seattle,  Wash.,  still  operated  by  the  son 
and  heir. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  his  wife  had  preceded  him  31  years. 

He  was  buried  beside  her  grave.  Several  weeks  ago  he  had  returned 

from  Seattle  to  visit  a  daughter, (Mrs,  Geo. W,  Gunn)  living  near 
Garnett.  While  in  her  .home  he  was  attacked  by  pneomonia  and  soon 
died , 

Neither  of  his  brothers  was  able  to  attend  the  last  sad  rites , 

Note;-  His  daughter,  Clara  Foster  Randle,  of  Anthony,  Kansas,  and 
her  brother  Arthur  F,  Foster,  of  Seattle,  Wash,,  arrived  in  time 
to  attend  the  funeral  and  burial,  and  many  of  old  time  friends  of, 
and  neighbors  of  Thomas  Foster  also  attended,  tho  the  weather  was 
extremely  cold,  and  the  roads  rutted  and  frozen  solid  at  that  time, 

A  large  granite  stone  with  FOSTER  on  south  side,  and  GUNN  on  the 
north  side  of  it,  marks  these  two  adjoining  family  plots  in  the 
Garnett  cemetery.  The  two  infant  twins,  who  were  buried  in  one 
box  coffin,  are  also  buried  here,  and  an  Englishman,  who  died  work¬ 
ing  on  new  Railroad  being  built  thru  Garnett,  name  of  Brockbank  of 
Lancaster  Co.,  England,  Thomas  Foster  and  wife  took  on  the  respons- 
ibility  of  seeing  he  was  given  decent  burial  in  their  family  plot , 


(  #15.) 


IN  AFFECTIONATE  REMEMBRANCE  OF 
MARY,  WIFE  OF  THOMAS  FOSTER, 
who  died  Jan,  10th,  1876,  in  her 
36th  year,  and  was  interred  on  the 
12th,  at  the  Cemetery  at  Garnett, 
_ Anderson  County,  Kansas, _ 

Gone  to  meet  those  who  have  gone  before. 
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ARTHUR  G-  FOSTER 
Former  Mont  Ida  Businessman  Dies 
Recently  In  Seattle,  Wash. 

Arthur  G.  Foster,  a  former  resident  of  Anderson  County,  died 
recently  at  Columbus  hospital  in  Seattle,  Washington,  after  a 
long  illness,  at  the  age  of  85.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
Butterworth  Chapel  of  Memories  and  burial  was  at  Lakeview  ceme¬ 
tery,  in  Seattle. 

The  following  account  is  a  bit  of  the  Foster  family  history, 
supplied  by  the  late  Arthur  Foster* s  niece,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Mann,  of 
Burlington,  Kansas, 

"Arthur  Foster,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Tyson  Foster,  was  born 
March  28,  1864,  near  Todds  Point,  Illinois.  In  1867  his  parents 
moved  to  a  farm  in  Sugar  Valley,  about  nine  miles  east  of  Garnett, 
In  the  spring  of  1868  they  moved  to  Garnett  where  they  lived 
until  April  2,  1872,  when  the  family  moved  to  a  quarter  section 
of  raw  land  nine  miles  southwest  of  Garnett, 

"The  mother  died  January  10,  1876,  and  the  family  continued 
to  live  at  the  farm  home  until  January  1889,  when  the  farm  was 
sold  to  Ben  Henry  and  the  business  of  Dulaney  &  Crum  was  purch¬ 
ased  in  Mont  Ida,  Kans.  There,  as  T.  Foster  &  Son,  they  handled 
a  stock  of  lumber,  lime,  sand  and  brick,  also  operated  a  hardware 
store,  fencing  materials  and  feed  and  fuel,  and  engaged  in  the 
shipping  of  hay  and  grain.  In  1898  they  erected  an  additional 
store  building  for  the  housing  of  a  stock  of  general  merchandise 
which  was  owned  by  Jere  Orton  of  Westphalia ,  and  operated  by 
T,  Foster  &  Son  until  1900,  when  the  Orton  stock  was  sold  to 
Ellery  Parks,  who  continued  the  business.  At  the  same  time  the 
lumber  business  was  closed  out  and  the  fuel  and  hardware  store 
were  sold  to  0,  F.  Neal,  Foster  &  Son  retired  from  business  in 
Mont  Ida,  and  engaged  in  furniture  manufacturing  in  Seattle,  Wash. 

He  was  married  to  Sadie  Moore,  of  Gardner,  Kansas,  June  21,1894. 
While  in  Mont  Ida  he  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  church 
and  Sunday  School, 

Mr,  Foster  was  part  owner  and  Treasurer  of  the  Seattle  Mattress 
&  Upholstery  Co,,  from  1900  until  1922,  when  he  retired.  He  was 
past  president  of  the  Seattle  Association  of  Credit  Men.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  and  a  member  of 
Home  Camp  No.  286,  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Sadie  Foster,  and  a  son, 

Allyn,  both  of  Seattle;  a  sister,  Mrs,  Dora  Gunn  of  Ottawa, 

Kansas,  several  nieces  and  nephews.  (Garnett  newspaper.) 

Arthur  G.  Foster  Passes  Away, 

Arthur  G.  Foster,  85,  of  314  Melrose  Ave,  N, ,  died  Sunday, 
at  the  Columbus  hospital  after  a  long  illness.  Born  in  Shelby- 
ville,  Illinois,  he  came  to  Seattle  forty-nine  years  ago. 

He  was  part  owner  and  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Seattle 
Mattress  &  Upholstery  Company  from  1900  until  1922,  when  he 
retired, 

Mr,  Foster  was  past  president  of  the  Seattle  Association 
of  Credit  Men,  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  First  Methodist 
church  and  a  member  of  Home  Camp  286,  Woodmen  of  the  i/or  Id. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Sadie,  and  a  son  Allyn,  both 
of  Seattle,  and  a  sister,  Mrs,  Dora  Gunn,  of  Ottawa,  Kansas. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  Butterworth* s  Chapel  on 
Thursday,  at  1  P.M.  with  burial  at  Lakeview  Cemetery, 
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(#1523)-  Herbert,  Thomas  Gunn  Dies,  (2/9-1953), 

The  Treasurer  of  Luzier’s,  Inc,,  was  61, 

After  becoming  ill  yesterday,  he  was  admitted  to  Menorah,- 
Intestinal  Blood  Clot  was  the  Cause, 

Herbert  T.  Gunn,  61  years  old,  of  202  East  67th  Street, 
died  unexpectedly  last  night  at  the  Menorah  hospital.  He  was 
treasurer  of  Luzier’s,  Inc,,  3216  Gillham  Plaza, 

He  was  taken  to  the  hospital  after  he  became  ill  yesterday 
afternoon  at  the  home.  He  died  of  an  intestinal  blood  clot, 

Mr,  Gunn  was  a  member  of  the  National  Association  of  Cost 
Accountants  and  the  Controllers  Institute  of  America,  He  also 
was  a  member  of  the  Old  Mission  Masonic  Lodge,  Prairie  Village, 
and  a  member  of  the  Abdallah  Temple  of  the  Shrine,  Leavenworth, 
Kansas , 

He  was  a  veteran  of  World  War  I,  and  a  member  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Legion,  _  Mr,  Gunn  was  born  near  Garnett,  Kansas,  and  moved 
to  Kansas  City  twenty-eight  years  ago.  He  attended  Ottawa  Univ¬ 
ersity,  Ottawa,  Kansas,  and  St,  Louis  University,  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church, 

Mr,  Gunn  leaves  his  wife,  Mrs,  Edna  S.  Gunn  of  the  home; 
a  daughter,  Mrs,  Zeno  C.  Yates,  Jr,,  4507  West  Sixty-ninth  Street 
Terrace,  Prairie  Village;  his  mother  Mrs,  Geo,  W,  Gunn,  Burlington, 
Kansas,  two  sisters,  Miss  Kathryn  Gunn,  Los  Angeles,  and  Mrs,  W,  S. 
Mann,  Burlington,  Kansas,. a  brother,  Foster  A,  Gunn,  who  lives  in 
Nevada,  and  a  grand-daughter. 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at  2  o’clock  Friday  at  the 
Stine  &  McClure  Chapel,  (Burial  was  at  Mt ,  Moreah  cemetery,  K.C.Mo, 

(#151) ,  Mrs,  Sadie  Foster, 

FOSTER,  SADIE,  of  5618-59th  Ave,  N.E.,  mother  of  Allyn 
Foster,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  several  nieces  and  nephews. 

Member  of  First  Methodist  Church,  and  Sorosis  Club,  Services 
Butterworth’ s  Chapel  of  Memories,  3  p.m.  Tuesday, 

Interment  Lakeview  Cemetery, 

Mrs,  Sadie  Foster , 

Mrs.  Sadie  Foster,  33,  of  5618  -  59th  Ave.  N,  E, ,  died 
Friday  in  Crown  Hill  Hospital, 

She  was  born  in  Galva,  Illinois,  and  lived  in  Seattle 
55  years.  She  was  a  graduate  of  Kansas  State  College,  of 
Manhattan,  Kansas,  and  had  taught  school  in  Kansas. 

Mrs.  Foster  was  the  widow  of  Arthur  G.  Foster,  She  was 
a  member  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  and  the  Sorosis  Club. 

A  son,  Allyn  Foster,  Salt  Lake  City,  survives. 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at  3  p.m.  Tuesday  in  the 
Butterworth  chapel,  with  burial  in  Lake  View  Cemetery. 

(-  The  date  Apr,  22,  burial  Apr.  26,  1955,  ) 
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(15)-  HISTORY  OF  THE  LIFE  OF  THOMAS  FOSTER  FAMILY. 

April  11,  1863,  Thomas  Foster  married  Mary  (Polly)  Tyson, 
an  English  girl  (born  Grasmere,  Westmoreland  Co.,  Eng.)  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  Tyson  and  his  wife  Ann  Fleming.  She  was 
born  at  Brimmer  Head  farm,  on  Feb.  2nd,  1840,  Prior  to  com¬ 
ing  to  America  she  spent  two  years  with  an  Aunt  in  London,' 

England;  came  to  America  in  1855,  crossing  the  ocean  with  a 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Dawson  and  spent  some  time  with  them  at 
or  near  Woodstock,  Canada,  Mr.  Dawson  had  been  previously 
with  Isaac  Fleming,  a  brother  of  her  motherfs,  on  a  sugar 
plantation  on  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas,  in  the  Danish  West 
Indies,  In  1848  or  thereabouts  these  two  men  bought  land  in 
vicinity  of  Todds  Point,  Illinois,  to  which  in  1855  her 
parents  and  family  of  children  moved,  on  arrival  in  Illinois. 

Thomas  and  Mary  Foster Ts  first  child,  Arthur  Fleming  Green 
Foster  was  born  3/28-1864,  on  the  farm  near  Todds  Point,  Ill. 

On  June  21,  1894,  he  married  Sadie  Moore,  of  Lone  Elm,  Kans. 
at  Gardner,  Kans.  and  after  selling  out  their  entire  business 
as  well  as  their  home  in  Mont  Ida,  Kansas,  they  moved  to  Seattle, 
Washington  in  about  May  or  June  of  1900,  the  father,  Thos.  Foster 
also  accompanying  them.  Their  only  child,  Arthur  Altes  Foster 
was  born  4/13-1905,  but  died  14  months  later,  on  5/24-1906,  and 
is  buried  in  the  Foster  burial  plot,  in  Lakeview  Cemetery  in 
Seattle,  and  where  Arthur  G.  Foster  who  died  Sept.  18,  1949,  was 
buried  Sept.  22n,  1949,  and  where  his  wife  Sadie  M. Foster  who 
passed  away  Apr.  22,  1955,  was  buried  April  26th, 

Mr,  Foster,  with  John  W,  Efaw,  former  school  teacher  in  Kans, 
and  Thos.  M.  Lippy,  began  and  operated  the  Seattle  Mattress  &  Uph¬ 
olstery  Co.  from  1900  to  1922,  when  Mr,  Foster  withdrew,  selling 
his  interest  to  the  other  two,  and  retired,  and  made  a  visit  back 
to  Kansas.  Within  a  year,  the  business  had  failed,  so  Mr.  Foster 
was  appointed  receiver,  by  the  Court  and  Creditors  to  wind  up  its 
affairs.  Mr.  Foster  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  an  adopted  son, 

Allyn  Evis,  born  9/2-1908  and  who-  12/15-1935  married  Edith  Neat 
of  Yelm,  at  Chehalis,  Washington. 

The  2nd  child,  Dofa  Foster  was  born  Sept.  18,  1865  at  Todds 
Point,  Ill.,  who  on  Feb.  17,  1886  married  George  W,  Gunn,  farmer, 
at  Mont  Ida,  Kansas. 

The  3rd  child,  Clara  Foster,  born  June  17,  1868,  and  presumably 
on  a  farm  in  Sugar  Valley,  9  mile  east  of  Garnett,  where  the  first 
summer  in  Kansas  was  spent,  before  returning  to  Illinois  in  late 
fall  for  the  winter.  Thus  she  was  baptised  Apr.  24,  1869,  at 
West  Okaw  church,  shortly . before  they  returned  to  Garnett,  Kansas, 
that  spring.  She  married  Chas,  Homer  Randle,  young  farmer. 

On  March  21,  1871,  in  Garnett  home,  were  born  twins,  Albert 
Thomas  and  Mabel  Mary,  and  July  5,  1871  both  were  buried  in  one 
little  casket  in  the  Foster  plot  in  the  Garnett  cemetery. 

Prior  to  the  Civil  War,  Thos.  Foster,  James  Foster,  Thos.  Loy, 
and  a  Mr.  Bland  spent  some  time  looking  over  Eastern  Kansas,  and 
he  was  sufficiently  impressed  with  that  country,  that  in  spring  of  1868 
he  sold  his  land  in  Illinois,  and  moved  to  Anderson  Co.,  Kansas,  spend¬ 
ing  that  summer  on  a  farm  in  Sugar  Valley,  some  nine  miles  east  of 
Garnett,  and  having  for  neighbors,  his  wifefs  brothers  James  and  Jos. 
Tyson , . and  a  family  they  had  known  in  Illinois  by  name  of  Alderson, 
man,  wife,  and  daughter.  In  the  fall  of  1863  they  returned  to  Ill, 
where  they  spent  the  winter  with  relatives , -returning  to  Kansas  in 
the  spring  of  1869,  The  end  of  railroad  was  at  that  time  at  Lawrence, 
Kansas,  where  they  were  met  in  a  covered  wagon  by  Tom  Mason,  formerly 
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of  Todds  Point,  but  now  a  resident  of  Garnett.  This  same  neigh¬ 
bor  had  formerly  met  them  at  Lawrence  in  spring  of  1868,  and 
had  taken  them  to  Lawrence  in  the  fall,  when  they  made  their 
return  trip  to  Illinois,  They  now  bought  a  home  in  Garnett, 
and  later  in  1872  moved  to  160  acre  farm  on  Cedar  Creek  he  had  bought, 
and  on  which  he  had  erected  a  home,  some  nine  miles  southwest  of  Garnett. 

Due  to  snow  and  stormy  weather,  they  did  not  get  to  town  to  do 
Xmas  shopping  till  Dec,  31,  1876,  but  had  promised  the  children 
presents,  delayed  by  weather,  would  arrive  by  New  Years,  but  in 
the  slushy  wet  snow  on  streets,  Mrs,  Foster  got  her  feet  wet, 
but  the  children  got  their  presents  as  promised,  New  Year’s  Eve. 

Jan.  1st,  Mrs.  Foster  came  down  with  pneumonia  from  the  cold  ride 
to  and  from  town  in  lumber  wagon,  and  she  passed  away  Jan,  10,  1876, 
and  was  buried  in  Garnett  cemetery,  Jan.  12th.  (The  doll  given  her 
this  New  Years  Eve,  which  she  treasured  so  much,  by  Clara  Foster, 
is  now  treasured  by  her  grandchild,  Mary  Lucille  Pearson. --ETR. ) 

Thomas  Tyson,  Mary's  brother,  who  came  from  Mound  City,  Mo., 

to  attend  the  funeral,  spent  several  months  with  the  family,  and 
on  his  return  home,  the  two  daughters,  Dora,  aged  10,  and  Clara 
aged  over  7,  accompanied  him  home  to  be  in  the  care  and  training 
of  their  Grandmother  Mrs.  Ann  Tyson,  where  they  remained  until 
August  17,  1877,  when  they  returned  home.  During  their  absence 
the  father  and  son  * carried  onf  alone  at  the  farm.  The  Grand¬ 
mother  did  not  believe  in  ’Idle  hands’  and  kept  them  occupied  in 
learning  how  to  cook,  sew  and  keep  house. 

Through  the  years  the  father  filled  the  place  of  both  father 
and  mother  in  the  lives  of  his  children.  He  had  a  liking  for  all 
children  and  all  children  who  knew  him,  loved  him. 

It  was  April  2,  1872,  when  they  moved  to  the  farm,  and  the 
house  previously  under  construction,  was  sufficiently  completed 
for  them  to  live  in  it.  During  the  summer  a  barn  was  built,  a 
well  dug,  an  orchard  set  out,  and  about  40  acres  ’broke’  to  the 
plow  and  planted  to  sod  corn  which  yielded  well,  for  a  sod  crop. 

The  following  spring  the  new  ho  e  was  completed.  On  Jan,  11, 

1885,  another  misfortune  befell  the  family,  as  fire  destroyed 
their  home  and  most  of  its  contents.  The  family  was  cared  for 
by  the  neighbors  for  a  short  time  while  the  room  which  was  to  be 
the  kitchen  of  the  new  house  was  being  built.  The  following  spring 
the  new  home  on  same  site,  was  completed;-  this  continued  to  be  the 
home  of  the  family  until  Jan.  11,  1889,  when  the  farm  was  sold  to 
Ben  Henry  who  owned  adjoining  farm  to  the  south;-  and  the  business 
of  Dulaney  &  Crum  was  purchased  in  Mont  Ida,  Kans.,  where  as 
T.  Foster  &  Son,  they  handled  a  stock  of  lumber,  lime,  sand,  brick, 
and  also  operated  a  Hdwe,  store,  carrying  a  line  of  general  builders 
Hdwe.,  fencing  materials  and  fuel  and  engaged  in  the  buying  and 
shipping  of  hay  and  grain.  In  1898  an  additional  building  was 
erected  for  the  housing  of  a  stock  of  General  Mdse.,  which  was 
owned  by  Jere  Orton  of  Westphalia  and  which  was  operated  by  Foster 
&  Son  until  1900  when  the  Orton  stock  was  sold  to  Ellery  Parks,  who 
continued  the  business.  At  the  same  time  the  lumber  yard  closed 
out,  and  the  fuel  &  Hdwe.  was  sold  to  O.  F.  Neal;  T.  Foster  &  Son 
retiring  from  business  in  Mont  Ida,  selling  the  home  there  to  Tom 
Parrott,  they  then  moved  about  end  of  May,  to  Seattle,  where  with 
J.  W.  Efaw  (formerly  of  Anderson  Co.,  &  salesman  for  Carman  Mfg.Co. 
Seattle)  they  opened  up  the  wholesale  business  known  as  Seattle 
Mattress  &  Uph.  Co.,  shortly  thereafter  taking  in  Mr.  T.S.Lippy, 

(who  made  his  million  in  the  Klondyke  gold  claim)  as  the  3rd 
stockholder,  naming  him  President.  Mr.  Foster  sold  his  interest 
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to  them  in  1922  and  with  family  went  on  a  trip  to  Kansas,  for  a 
year.  By  time  of  his  return  a  year  later,  the  business  was  so 
much  in  debt,  the  Bank  and  creditors  asked  Receivership,  and  so 
Mr.  Foster  was  appointed  by  the  Court,  to  be  receiver,  and  he 
was  ordered  to  dispose  of  all  assets  as  best  he  could.  For  a 
short  time,  he  kept  on  some  employees,  to  work  up  into  saleable 
form,  most  of  the  supplies  on  hand,  such  as  Tapestry,  Velours, 
Leather  and  Imit.  Leather  upholstery  coverings.  Lumber,  and 
glues,  veneers  of  oak  and  mahogany,  and  sell  them  as  finished 
products  with  much  less  loss  than  if  sold  as  raw  supplies, 
disposing  of  trucks,  machinery,  etc,  and  finally  of  the  buildings 
and  lots  at  6th  Ave.  South  &  Massachusetts  St.,  Seattle.  This 
took  some  several  months  time,  but  the  creditors  and  the  bank 
were  well  satisfied,* in  that  their  prospective  losses  did  not 
turn  out  so  large  in  the  end,  as  they  had  feared.  Mr.  Lippy 
had  many  friends  who  came  to  him  for  loans,  or  with  investment 
deals,  and  when  he  and  his  wife  died  about  1933,  he  was  a  very 
poor  man,  brot  onby  the  Great  Depression  from  1930  to  1940. 

Md,  J.W.Efaw  obtained  position  of  bookkeeper  and  manager  of  the 
Seattle  General  Hospital,  for  a  time,  but  in  the  depression  years, 
it  looked  for  a  time  as  if  that  Hospital  would  not  weather  thru, 
but . most  all  their  creditors  accepted  a  partial  settlement  on 
claims,  so  it  managed  to  keep  going,  tho  Mr.  Efaw,  also  a  member 
of  the  City  Public  Library  Board,  died,  before  the  depression  was 
over,  his  sons  who  had  been  employed  at  the  Seattle  Mattress  &  Uph. 
finding  other  employement  in  time,  and  Mrs.  Mattie  Efaw  died  on 
April  15,  1955,. one  week  before  day  Mrs.  A. G. Foster  died.  She 

lu  a  Methodist  Rest  Home  some  years,  and  her  eldest  son, 

Forest,  with  Libby,  McNeil  &  Co.,  in  Alaska,  on  trip  out  to  see 
his  mother  caught  pneumonia  and  died  several  years  ago. 

Thomas  Foster  lived  with  his  son  and  wife  here  in  Seattle, 
until  Nov.  30,  1906,  when  he  returned  to  Kansas  with  his  grandson 
Elmer  T.  Randle,  to  visit  his  two  daughters,  Dora  and  Clara  and 
their  families,  where  he  remained  until  his  death  at  home  of  Dora 
(Mrs.  Geo. W. Gunn)  ,  where  he  died  of  pneumonia  Dec.  22,  1907 
surrounded  by  the  family. 

He  was  buried  in  the  Garnett  cemetery,  Dec.  24th,  beside  his 
wife  who  had  preceded  him  in  death  by  32  years,  thus  ending  the 
life  of  an  outstanding  example  of  early  pioneers  who  conquered 
and  abolished  the  frontier.  They  had  no  expectation  of  an  easy 
life  and  willingly  faced  the  privations  that  came  to  all  the 
settlers  in  that  new  country.  They  were  generous  neighbors,  always 
willing  and  ready  to  share  with  those  about  them  and  render  all  neces 
care  m  sickness  and  in  death.  In  those  days  a  traveller  was  always 
welcome  m  any  home.  He  had  many  *  marked  passages*  in  his  bible, 
contributed . to  his  church  and  attended  regularly,  and  it  was  his 
daily  practice  to  always  say  "Grace"  before  each  meal,  which  prac¬ 
tice  was  continued  thru  life  by  his  son,  Arthur  G.  Foster,  whose 

k? 4 hajr>  blue  eyes,  and  pleasant  smile  much  resem¬ 
bled  that  of  his  father,  Thomas.  -  -  - 

In  their  business  at  Mont  Ida,  a  good  deal  of  credit  had  to  be 
given  to  friends  and  customers,  waiting  for  crop  selling  time  for 
payment.  Once  when  corn  was  only  12$  a  ;  bushel,  many  used  the  corn 

whif+hP,  n0t  affoFd  to  purchase  coal,  and  many  bills  unpaid 

when  they  left  Kansas,  somehow  never  got  paid,  as  Grandfather  did  not 

l^fonLSh°Vld+^e  or  forSe  Pf|yment  from,  such  old  acquaintances 

this  present  modern  age,  I  fear  he  would  not  have 
been  a  success  m  business,  where  store  purchases  of  supplies  have 
to  be  settled  on  time,  and  quick  cash  turnover  is  a  requisite.  (ETR. ) 
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(  Some  extracts  from  letters  of  Arthur  G.  Foster  to  Mrs.  Mann). 

Aunt  Jane  (Tyson)Huggins  was  talking  to  me  once  about  the  kin  in 
England,  and  said  that  WordsworthTs  mother  was  a  Cookson,  and  that 
my  Grandfather  Tyson1 s  mother  was  a  Cookson  of  the  same  family." 

Aunt  Jane  was  born  Jan.  21,  1839.  She  was  two  years  older  than 
Mother,  who  was  born  Feb.  2,  1840,  and  was  17  yrs.  old  when  they 
came  to  America  in  1855; (i  think  she  got  to  Ill.  from  Canada  1856) 

Will  Tyson  was  the  youngest  and  she  told  me  he  was  three  years  old 
when  they  came,  so  the  eight  children  were  all  between  1839  &  1852." 

When  Grandfather  and  Grandmother  were  married  they  moved  to  a 
farm  (where  his  father  before  him  had  lived,  which  went  to  his 
eldest  son,  John,  so  Joseph  was  John's  tenant  farmer,  I  found. (ETR) 

This  farm  was  named  Brimmer  Head,  and  stayed  there  until  going  to 
America.  It  was  quite  close  to  Mt.  Helvelyn,  (next  to)highest  in 
England,  which  mother  said  she  had  climbed  many  times." 

Aunt  Jane  said  Grandmother 1 s  mother  was  named  Mary  Ashburner, 
before  her  marriage,  and  her  home  was  named  "Rose  Cottage"  at 
Townfs  End.  (The  Fleming  family  had  lived  af  "How  Top"  about  1/4 th 
mile  from  this,  and  Wordsworth  lived  at  Dove  Cottage,  almost  across 
the  old  coach  road,  from  Rose  Cottage,  Later  James  Fleming,  Sr,, 
who  married  Mary  Ashburner,  early  in  1810,  came  to  possess  an  old 
manor  house  called  "Knott  Houses"  where  most  of  their  children  were 
born  and  raised-ETR).  I  have  heard  Grandmother  say  that  when 
Wordsworth  was  composing  ‘he  would  get  out  in  the  early  morning, 
walking  across  the  fields,  till  he  was  wet  through,  reciting  the  poem 
aloud,  making  gestures,  until  the  children  said  he  was  crazy  and 
that  once  when  someone  had  been  away,  &  on  coming  home  he  asked  if 
there  was  any  news,  was  told  that  "Auld  Wordsworth  is  going  it  again", 
Coleridge  and  Southey  also  lived  in  Grasmere,  while  they  were  there. 
Grandmother  said  when  she  was  a  girl  at  home,  Coleridge  would  come 
there  when  sobering  up  from  a  spree  and  want  a  drink  of  brandy.  She 
said  he  would  follow  her  to  the  buttry  (pantry)  and  by  the  time  she 
had  poured  for  him  he  would  be  shaking  so,  she  had  to  steady  his  hand 
for  him  while  she  put  the  glass  in  it.  They  said  Southey  would  lie  in 
the  meadow  with  a  stone  for  a  pillow  and  gaze  up  for  hours  at  a  time 
while  he  was  composing  his  poems.  Coleridge  had  a  son  Hartley,  who 
was  also  a  rather  noted  poet.  Think  Uncle  Jim  Tyson  went  to  school 

with  him.  He  can  tell  you  about  that.  -  -  -  Uncle  Art, _ 

2/27-192.0. 

"Mother  was  born  in  Grasmere,  England,  Pa  was  born  in  Howgill  Twp. 

Co.  Yorkshire,  Eng,  He  came  over  when  he  was  eight  years  old.  Think 
they  lived  about  three  years  in  Massillon,  Ohio.  Moved  to  Ill,  some¬ 
where  about  1845. (it  was  1849),  His  father's  name  was  John,  his 
mother's  name  was  Eleanor  Atkinson,  before  her  marriage." 

I  do  not  know  much  about  Grandfather  Tyson's  folks.  They  were 
given  to  living  in  foreign  lands.  I  understand  they  had  relatives 
in  Australia,  some  in  New  Zealand,  some  in  So,  Africa,  some  in  Canada, 
some  in  So,  America.  His  mother  was  a  Cookson,  and  the  poet  Wordsworth ' 
mother  was  a  Cookson,  and  on  that  side  of  the  house  they  were  related. 
Think  Wordsworth  lived  with  some  of  them  at  one  time.  Uncle  Art,  " 

(this  letter  12/8-1938  follows; 

This  information  given  me  in  1913  by  Uncle  John  Foster,  2nd  son  of 
John  &  Eleanor  Foster,  The  dates  given  of  deaths  were  from  Memorial 
Cards  he  had  received  and  kept.  Some  of  the  other  facts  from  memory. 

After  mafriage,  John  &  Eleanor  lived  the  first  year  at  Howgill  Mill 
where  Joseph  was  born.  The  next  year  they  lived  at  Howgill  Head,  where 
the  rest  were  born.  Referring  to  James  Atkinson,  mentioned  as  liv¬ 
ing  at  Fleet  Holme,  he  had  a  card  announcing  his  death  on  May  20,  1389, 
aged  88,  buried  in  Howgill  Church-yard, 
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Another  notice  was  for  Richard  Atkinson  of  Castle  How,  in 
Howgill  Twp. ,  who  Died  Oct.  10,  1870.  Age  61. 

He  also  had  a  card  announcing  the  death  of  Jane,  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Atkinson,  who  died  in  Howgill,  Aug.  2,  1869,  age  84. 

(This  would  be  the  step-mother  of  John  and  Eleanor  Atkinson), 

I  do  not  find  any  reference  to  these  in  the  family  history, 
but  as  Jane  was  born  about  1785,  (John  was  about  6  when  his  father 
married  2nd  time-?)  it  did  seem  likely  that  she  was  an  Aunt  to 
Grandmother  Foster,  (Eleanor  Atkinson  Foster).  (Wrong,  would  be 
her  step-mother . -ETR) . 

Uncle  John  also  remembered  and  I  made  a  note,  that  an  Atkin¬ 
son  girl  had  married  a  Mr.  Wilson,  that  they  later  both  went  blind, 
but  continued  to  keep  house  and  look  after  a  cow. (See  Joe  Tyson 
letter  later  on),  (  Also  letters  of  R,  A.  Wilson  of  Decatur;, 

My  only  recollection  of  Grandmother  Foster  is  of  seeing  her 
lying  in  death,  with  an  old  fashioned  2$  copper  coin  on  each  eye, 
3M.  copper  coins  were  about  the  size  of  a  501  silver  coin.  ART . 


Joseph  Foster  &  wife  Mary  Dobson  of  Bethany,  Illinois 
See  pages  7-22  thru  33  -  42  -  43  -  45  -  49  herein! 
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(1551)  letter  from  Art  Foster,  date  12/8-1938.) 

Mary  Tyson  was  born  at  a  farmhouse  near  Grasmere,  England 
known  as  Brimmer-Head  Farm.  (Sour  Milk  Ghyll  was  above  it). 

Her  parents  lived  there  from  time  of  their  marriage  until  they 
came  to  Todd’s  Point,  Shelby  Co., Ill.  She  was  born  2/2-1840  ,  so 
was  15  years  old  when  they  came  to  this  country.  During  the  time 
she  was  growing  up,  probably  toward  latter  part  of  her  stay  in 

England,  she  spent  two  years  with  an  Aunt _  ?  in  London. 

I  believe  this  Aunt  was  a  sister-in-law  to  Grandmothef  Tyson, 

(Ann  Fleming  Tyson)  but  am  not  sure.  They  lived  not  far  from 
Mt.  Helvelyn,  and  she  told  of  guiding  some  of  the  nobility  up 
up  the  mountain,  when  they  were  seeing  the  Lake  District. 

She  did  not  cross  the  ocean  with  the  family,  but  came  to 
Woodstock,  Ontario,  Canada.  It  was  then  known  as  Canada  West. 

The  Dawsons  had  3  small  boys  and  one  daughter,  and  I  suppose 
the  Dawsons  paid  her  passage,  to  have  her  help  with  the  children. 

Dawson  had  been  in  partnership  with  Isaac  Fleming,  a  brother 
of  Grandmother’s,  in  West  Indies. (^Others  say  this  wrong,  except 
that  after  negroes  won  freedom  in  the  Island,  from  slavery,  then 
two  of  the  Birketts  left  there  for  U.S.A.  and  he  followed  soon, 
in  1848.  Somehow  he  and  Mr,  Dawson  teamed  up  in  buying  land 
from  Mr.  Noble,  in  Illinois,  where  the  Birketts  had  preceded  them) 

No  record  of  Mr.  Dawson  living  on  the  land,  but  Mr.  Fleming  did 
apparently  and  improved.it,  then  returned  to  England  about  1853, 
after  which  he  married  in  Grasmere,  in  1855,  Jane  Anna  King, 
leavin  g  at  once  to  return  to  his  land  in  Illinois,  where  his  two 
sons,  James  and  Thomas  were  born,  but  health  becoming  poor  returned 
home  with  family  to  England  in  1860,  where  he  died  in  1862.  By  his 
advice  to  Joseph  Tyson,  the  Tysons  came  directly  to  Todd's  Point, 
and  from  1855  to  1872  farmed  the  Dawson  land  for  Dawson;  Mary's 
father  going  up  to  Woodstock  for  3  weeks  during  fir.  Dawson's  illness, 
then  sending  eldest  son  John,  in  his  stead,  who  tended  him  about 
3  weeks  before  Mr.  Dawson's  death  5/19-1868,  aged  51,  and  remained 
about  three  months,  before  he  returned  home.  Mrs.  Dawson's  name 
Sarah  A.  and  two  letters  tell  of  sister  Jane  of  London  being  there 
for  more  than  a  year's  visit,  in  1872,  about  time  Jos.  Tyson  and 
family  were  moving  to  Skidmore,  Mo.  to  section  he  had  bought  there. 
When  Tom  Fleming  married  in  England,  1886  to  Margt.  Jane  Carlton, 
he  came  out  to  Findlay,  Ill.  residing  there  many  years,  and  raising 
Nellie  Surman,  his  niece  in  his  home.  When  his  wife  died  in  1931 
he  retired,  and  went  to  Tucson  soon  after,  living  with  Nellie  Snapp 
till  his  death  6/17-1952,  aged  93  years  10-1/2  months,  and  is  buried 
in  Todds  Point  Cemetery.)  To  continue ; -Arthur  Foster  says;-It  was 
to  the  Dawson  land  the  Tysons  came  and  farmed  it  over  16  years;they 
seem  to  have  prospered  there  in  Illinois.  Uncle  John  Foster  once 
said  that  Grandad  Tyson  was  the  best  judge  of  stock  he  ever  saw. 

But  they  had  it  hard  enough  at  the  start.  Uncle  John  said  if  it 
hadn't  been  for  the  little  money  Aunt  Jane  earned,  working  out,  he 
did  not  see  how  they  could  have  lived. 

In  the  cabin  in  which  they  spent  their  first  winter (Pendragon 
Castle)  everything  froze  solid  every  night.  Grandmother  said  "she 
laid  the  bread  on  the  floor  with  end  of  loaves  to  the  fire,  and  as 
fast  as  a  slice  thawed  to  where  it  could  be  sliced  off,  another  of 
'the  bairns'  could  have  one".  Xmas  day  of  that  year  was  the  coldest 
yet  known  there,  and  the  stick  &  mud  chimney  caught  fire  and  had  to 
be  pried  away  from  the  log  house,  so  they  had  no  chimney  until 
things  thawed  out  enough  they  could  mix  mud  and  rebuild  it.  They 
would  drag  up  a  big  log  to  the  door,  run  the  log  chain  thru  and  out 
other  door,  rehitch  oxen  to  it  and  drag  the  log  inside,  then  roll  it 
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through  to  the  fireplace,  which  was  huge.  After  two  years  in 
Canada,  mother  cams  to  Todds  Point,  was  married  at  Shelbyville 
4/11-1863,  to  Thomas  Foster.  They  lived  near  Todds  Point  on  a 
farm  until  1867,  Moved  to  Garnett,  Kans.,  spent  the  summer  nine 
miles  east  on  Sugar  Creek;  went  back  to  Illinois  for  the  winter, 
came  back  to  Garnett  March,  1868.  Moved  to  Cedaf  Creek  farm  on 
4/2-1872,  where  she  died  Jan,  10,  1876.  Buried  at  Garnett. 

She  was  the  first  to  go;  Uncle  Joe  (Tyson)  the  last;-  they  died 
62  years  apart,  within  the  hour. _ (Uncle  Arthur.) _ 

(letter  to  Mrs.  Mann;-  9/11-1948. 

In  a  letter  with  the  Loy  history;-you  asked  some  questions; 

Geraldine  Randle  was  married  in  the  Furst  M.E. Church  here, 

May  16,  1942  to  Victor  Tarver.  He  was  born  Feb.  lb,  1913. 

Allyn  was  born  Sept.  2,  1908.  Was  married  Dec.  12,  1935 
at  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Chehalis,  to  Edith  Neat.  She 
was  born  in  Sept,  about  middle  of  the  month,  so  is  about  two 
weeks  younger  than  Allyn.  She  was  born  at  Yelm,  Wash. ,  a  small 
town  north  of  Chehalis.  (On  way  to  attend  the  wedding,  Art  and 
Sadie  and  my  mother,  were  riding  in  car  of  a  friend  of  theirs, 
half  way  to  Tacoma,  for  some  unknown  reason  they  ran  off  the 
highway  into  a  guard  rail,  and  a  heavy  plank,  drove  right  in 
thru  the  side  door,  on  side  Uncle  Art  was  sitting,  killing  wife 
of  their  friend,  driving,  and  injuring  also  Uncle  Arthur  in  his 
leg,  tho  no  bones  broken.  They  went  on  in  another  car,  but  by 
time  they  arrived  at  church  door,  he  was  not  able  to  stand  and 
walk  on  it,  so  Allyn  insisted  he  go  to  hospital  there,  at  once, 
so  he  did  not  get  to  attend  the  wedding,  tho  the  others  in  party 
did  so.  When  he  was  recovered  sufficiently  some  11  or  12  days 
later,  the  writer  drove  down  and  brought  Arthur  back  to  his  home.  ETR. 
Mrs.  May  Mann;-  3/22-1948. 

I  have  before  me  a  diagram  of  the  Fleming  family,  which  you 
enclosed  in  your  last  letter.  I  think  James  Fleming  is  correct 
name  of  the  father  of  grandmother  Anne  Fleming  Tyson.  Aunt  Jane 
told,  when  talking  with  Uncle  Jim  Tyson  and  I,  that  his  wife's 
name  was  Ashburner,  of  Rose  Cottage  at  Town's  End,  Grasmere,  but 
did  not  give  ger  first  name,  tho  I  presume  she  knew  it. 

You  list  two  children;  a  son  James,  and  Anne  (Grandmother  Tyson) 

I  remember  mother  telling  of  a  younger  boy,  who  was  drowned  by 
falling  into  a  pool  of  water  by  side  of  the  road.  This  was  not 
much  talked  about  by  any  of  the  family.  There  was  also  an  Isaac 
Fleming,  in  the  operation  of  a  plantation  in  St.  Thomas,  of  the 
West  Indies,  now  the  Virgin  Islands,  and  who  by  some  queer  turn  of 
events  got  to  Todds  Point,  Ill.  and  bought  land  there,  along  with 
William  Dawson.  I  think  that  Isaac  was  the  father  of  Jim  and  Tom 
Fleminq  who  inherited  the  Shelby  Co.  property.  Tom  &  Uncle  Joe 
(Tyson)  kept .up  an  acquaintance  thru  the  years  and  seemed  to  be 
very  good  friends.  When  your  father,  mother  and  I  went  back  to 
Ill.  in  1922, . he  was  running  a  bank  in  Findlay.  I  met  him  while 
there,  and  his  wife.  He  lived  for  several  years  after  that  in 
Findlay,  and  Joe  seemed  quite  pleased  whenever  he  had  a  chance 
to  visit  with  him.  He  sold  out  his  business  and  property  in  Ill, 
and  retired  some  years  ago.  They  had  no  children,  but  his  wife!s 
brother-in-law  Harry  Surman,  who  was  well  known  to  the  Fosters 
and  the  Tysons  and  often  mentioned  by  them,  was  left  with  one 
child  one  day  old  when  his  wife  died,  and  the  Flemings  took  them 
in  and  raised  the  girl,  Nellie,  keeping  her  after  Mr.  Surman  died. 

She  married  (Willard  Snapp) ,  lives  now  in  Tucson,  and  Tom  Fleming 
is  now  making  his  home  with  her.  I  am  writing  him  now  to  see  if 
he  can  add  anything  worthwhile  to  the  family  history. 
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You  mention  your  mother  has  a  picture  of  Knott  Houses, 
with  Grandmother  Tyson  and  her  father,  James  Fleming,  I  am 
wondering  if  it  is  the  one  which  used  to  hang  on  the  wall  of 
the  living  room  when  we  were  on  the  farm,  I  was  thinking 
it  burned  with  the  house,  but  it  might  have  been  saved. 

Your  letter  of  19th  to  22nd  came  a  few  minutes  ago,  with 
the  copy  of  the  Will  of  Great-Grandfather  Fleming, (made  March 
19-1870).  He  must  have  died  soon  after  making  the  Will  (died 
April  16-1870)  as  it  was  in  1871,  a  year  later,  that  Grandmother 
and  John  Tyson  got  back  from  England,  as  indicated  by  mother !s 
letter  to  John,  written  in  early  1871. (wrong  here  by  a  year,  as 
they  did  get  back  in  1870  and  picture  of  her  with  her  father, 
and  two  of  her  nieces  quite  small,  and  another  of  her  and 
her  father  together,  she  wearing  a  very  long  rope  of  pearls, 
shows  she  saw  him  alive,  and  letter  of  Mrs,  Dawson  of  1868 
to  Mrs.  Thos.  Foster,  at  Garnett,  seems  to  indicate  that  John 
Tyson  and  hiz  mother  were  then  abroad  to  visit  her  father, 

James  Fleming- at  Knott  Houses-ETR) (l  never  heard  that  they  made 
more  than  the  one  trip  abroad,  and  there  is  nothing  to  indicate. ) 

Six  Hundred  Pounds  was  amount  left  to  Mrs.  Ann  Fleming  Tyson, 
then  worth  about  $3000.00,  which  is  the  amount  mother  seemed  to 
think  was  the  amount  her  mother  received,  but  when  Grandpa  died 
Will  Tyson  insisted  it  was  $7000.00,  and  that  she  used  it  to  buy 
J^a_nd_  in  Mo.  when  they  moved  out  there  from  Illinois.  "Art". 

^Should  that  sum  be  correct,  then  since  the  eldest  son,  then 
living,  James,  Jr.,  was  in  full  charge  at  Knott  Houses,  and  was 
investing  funds  in  more  realestate,  till  they  owned  half  of  the 
village,  and  the  Green  family,  (also  relatives)  owned  most  of 
the  other  half  of  the  village  of  Grasmere,  he  may  have  given  her 
money  or  bank  draft  at  the  time  of  the  visit,  though  no  one  else 
of  the  family  ever  seemed  to  know  of  it , _ o t her  than  W ill.-(ETR) . 

Dear  May:-  Seattle,  2/20-1943. 

Am  end.  herewith  two  letters  from  Mother,  which  have  been  of 
much  interest  to  all  the  family.  Elmer  was  here  the  next  Saturday 
after  they  came,  so  of  course  read  them  with  much  interest.  The 
next-  day  Homer  and  Helen  dropped  in,  so  Homer  had  a  chance  to  read 
them,  and  we  put  in  an  hour  or  so  looking  them  over.  The  next 
Sunday  Mary  Elliott  dropped  in  and  I  went  over  them  again  with  her. 
Then  next  I  sent  them  up  to  Ruth,  with  a  letter  I  hoped  would  help 
her  understand  and  enjoy  them,  about  the  items  mentioned.  As  for 
instance;  the  date  on  the  first  letter  is  1868,  although  it  looks 

like  1862,  but  we  did  not  live  in  Garnett  until  1868.  Lived  the 

summer  of  1867  on  the  Hurst  farm  in  Sugar  Valley.  Went  back  to 
Illinois  in  the  fall;  came  out  again  in  the  spring  of  1868,  to  a 
house  Dad  bought  from  a  man  named  Poteet.  This  is  what  she  refers 
to,  when  she  said  Mr,  Usher  thinks  Tom  got  a  bargain,  as  it  was 
worth  $100.00  more  than  the  Four  Hundred  which  I  remember  hearing 
was  the  price  he  paid  for  it.  This  Isaac  Usher  she  mentions  as  be¬ 
ing  disappointed  at  not  getting  some  gifts  from  home,  came  from  the 

same  neighboorhood  in  England,  the  Tysons  did  (An  Isaac  Ushur  is 
buried  in  Grasmere  churchyard,  died  at  Thorny  How,  Grasmere, 
4/9-1895,  aged  83.  Jane  his  wife  died  6/6-1899,  aged  80.)  Could 
it  be  the  same  man?  If  so,  he  was  born  at  Mardale,  in  England.) 

Mr.  Usher  had  been  with  the  Fosters  and  Tysons  in  Illinois. 

When  mother  mentions  Tom,  she  is  referring  to  Tom  Foster,  not  Tom 
Tyson.  Tom  Tyson  was  there  later.  Came  out  with  Grandad  Tyson 
when  he  was  looking  for  a  place  to  buy  and  settle,  and  stayed 
after  Grandad  and  John  went  on  to  look  at  Atchinson  Co.,  Mo. 
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He  was  quite  friendly  with  Mel.  White.  Mel.  often  asked  about 
him,  during  later  years.  Grandad  was  very  much  taken  with  some 
white  grapes  we  got  from  Mr.  Kolb,  who  had  a  small  vineyard  across 
the  street  and  a  half  block  north  of  where  we  lived. 

Elmer  said  you  tried  to  show  him  the  house  we  had  there. 

It  has  been  somewhat  remodeled  since,  but  while  there,  Dad 
built  a  small  stone  building  in  the  yard,  which  may  still  stand. 

He  dug  out  the  soil  down  to  the  bedrock,  about  two  feet  I  think; 
at  least  there  were  only  three  or  four  steps  down  to  the  rock 
which  was  left  for  the  floor.  To  locate  it;-  It  was  at  the  south¬ 
west  corner  of  the  block  diagonally  north-east  from  the  present 
Santa  Fe  Depot;-  a  man  built  a  large  house  he  styled  a  Hotel. 

It  was  directly  across  the  street  south  of  our  house.  His  name;Taft. 

Getting  back  to  the  trip  to  Illinois.  There  was  still  another 
TOM,  who  the  folks  knew  in  Illinois,  not  sure  about  England,  who 
took  us  to  Lawrence  when  we  returned.  I  do  not  recall  much  about 
the  trip,  except  we  stayed  all  night  at  a  stone  hotel  in  Ottawa, 
and  ate  at  a  long  table  where  plates  were  set  for  a  full  house. 

There  was  only  one  other  man  eating,  and  after  eating  his  peaches, 
he  reached  for  the  dishes  of  the  same  on  each  side  of  him  and  then 
across  the  table.  I  wondered  how  he  could  do  that.  Our  dog,  Don 

was  along  and  managed  to  get  his  foot  run  over,  so  we  had  to  take 
him  into  the  wagon.  Guess  we  sent  him  back  to  Garnett  with  Tom 
Mason,  as  we  did  not  take  him  to  Illinois  with  us.  Later  the  team 
and  wagon  were  ferried  across  a  stream  on  a  flat-boat  propelled  by 
the  stream.  Must  have  been  the  Kansas  River  at  Lawrence,  which  was 
the  end  of  the  Railroad  at  that  time,  as  it  was  also  when  we  came 
back  in  1868. 

Now  about  Poteet  again.  He  took  the  money  Dad  paid  him,  bought 
a  team  and  wagon,  etc.,  planned  to  do  a  freight  hauling  job,  to 
Garnett,  from  Westport.  Was  killed  and  robbed.  Think  your  history 
of  Anderson  County  gives  the  particulars.  If  you  look  it  up  I  will 
be  glad  to  have  the  dates.  (Note; -Art  said  a  year  or  so  before  his 
death,  he  might  be  wrong  by  a  year  on  his  date  when  they  came  to  Kans 
returned,  and  came  back,-  and  it  appears  to  me  he  was,  from  date  when 
my  mother  Clara  was  baptised,  at  Okaw  Church,  in  spring , before  return 
to  Kansas. (ETR) . 

Referring  again  to  "Willie  Alderson,  Joe  and  Maggie". 

Later  Joe  Tyson  married  Maggie  Alderson.  The  wedding  was  at  our 
place  in  Garnett,  in  1869.  I  have  no  recollection  of  it,  but  I  do 
remember  standing  with  mother  in  the  road  the  next  morning,  beside 
a  covered  wagon,  hitched  to  an  ox  team,  with  Maggie  sitting  on  the 
wagon  seat  with  the  cover  turned  back  enough  she  could  see  around, 
and  with  Joe  walking  beside  the  oxen;  we  watched  them  go  slowly  up 
the  road  disappearing  over  the  hill  where  the  cut  is  now  for  the 
Santa  Fe  Ry;-  on  their  way  to  Minnesota . (L.L.&  D.  Ry  arrived  into 
Garnett  3/2-1870-ETR) . (See  Joe  Tyson!s  poem  about  Buck  &  Bright") 
Referring  again  to"the  Hiners";  Mr,  Usher  married  one  of  the 
Hiner  girls;-  I  think  Mrs.  Dr.  Lindsay  was  a  Hiner,  and  his  brother 
Lawyer  John  Lindsay  married  Kate  Hiner.  There  were  two  sons,  Morey 
and  Herb,  The  team  of  grey  horses.  Frank  &  Jim,  we  had  when  we 
moved  from  Garnett  to  the  Farm,  were  bought  from  one  of  the  boys. 

Dora  will  remember  them,  I  think  I  heard  years  ago  that  Herb,  was 
in  Los  Angeles. 

I  seem  to  remember  Uncle  Jim  Tyson  mention  seeing  Usher  in  Canada. 
He  went  very  much  broke  on  building  the  brick  school  in  Garnett;  so 
much  s0>  that  it  broke  Meeker  and  White,  who  had  cashed  the  due  bill 
of  his  workmen.  After  peddling  patent  rights  for  a  time  he  got  to 
Canada,  and  got  onto  a  Cement  business, 
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Years  after,  he  came  back  to  Garnett,  and  John  Lindsay 
brought  him  out  to  the  farm  to  see  Dad.  He  was  wearing  a  Plug 
Hat,  a  Prince  Albert  Coat,  and  carrying  a  cane  with  a  lump  of 
gold  as  big  as  a  goose  egg  for  a  handle;-he  looked  prosperous 
then.  (Some  say  Mr.  Usher  died  in  Canada. -ETR) , 

The  second  letter  written  June  21,  1871,  tells  of  her 
"Babies".  She  did  not  have  them  much  longer.  They  were  born 
March  21st,  and  died  that  same  Summer,  so  were  three  months 
old  at  date  of  this  letter,  I  have  just  looked  up  her  entry 
in  the  family  bible  which  tells  under  page  of  "DEATHS"  - 
July  5th,  1371,  Albert  Thomas,  and  on  July  6th,  1371,  of 
Mabel  Mary,  and  they  were  both  interred  together  in  one  little 
coffin  on  Friday,  July  7th,  in  the  cemetery  near  Garnett,  Kans. 

An  Air  Mail  from  Della  this  morning  says  Mabel  Surber  passed 
away  on  the  21st.  Heart  attack  after  flu.'  Funeral  was  to  be 
at  Gardner,  Kans.  Tuesday,  if  her  sons  got  there.  Burial  to 
be  at  Beagle,  where  Joe  Surber fs  folks  are  buried.  "Arthur". 

ROLL  OF  HONOR,  DISTRICT  52:-  Clara  Foster, 

Ella  Clark,  Emma  Vines,  Dora  Foster,  Clara  Hill, 

Ida  Phillips,  Annie  Vines,  Arthur  Foster,  Fannie 
Clark,  Dan  V.  Norris,  Willie  Phillips,  Ella 
Brownrigg,  Mary  Brownrigg.  Enrolled;-  18, 

Ella  M.  Doll,  Teacher. 

(from  Garnett  Plaindealer,  May  10,  1878.  S.H. Dodge,  Editor. ) 

FOSTER  FAMILY  PICNIC. 

Several  Members  of  Family  Picnic 
Near  Old  Home  at  Todd*s  Point. 

Several  members  of  the  Foster  family, 
who  are  descendants  of  the  late  John  and 
Elinor  Foster,  who  settled  at  Toddfs  Point, 
in  1845,  held  a  family  reunion  picnic  at  the 
Fleming  Grove,  about  three  miles  north  of 
Findlay,  Monday  of  this  week. 

Following  are  the  names  of  those  who  attended: - 
Mr.  and  Mrs,  Jos.  Tyson,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Geo,  W,  Gunn, 
of  Ottawa,  Kansas;  Arthur  G.  Foster,  of  Seattle, 

Wash,;  Mir.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Smith,  Hoyt,  Kansas; 

Mr.  and  Mors.  Joe  Dedman,  Bethany;  Mrs.  Frances 
Garman,  Bethany,  and  Mr,  and  Mrs,  C.  C,  Snapp; 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  James  Foster  and  daughter;  and  daughter 
Miss  Ruth;  Mrs,  Parr  and  daughter;  Mr,  and  Mrs. 

Harry  Foster,  and  son  Robert;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  H. 

Foster  and  son  Raymond,  all  of  Shelbyville. 

A  very  pleasant  time  was  had,  the  principal 
event  of  the  day  being  a  big  spread  at  noon.  The 
afternoon  was  spent  in  visiting  and  playing  horseshoes. 

(copied  from  Shelbyville  Daily  Union,  Wednesday,  ) 

(Some  date  or  other  in  October,  of  year  1922,-  ?  ) 
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Garnett,  Kan.,  Jany.23rd,  1868, 


John  Tyson; 

Dear  Brother: - 

I  received  your  letter  last  Monday,  and  Box  on  Tuesday. 

We  were  pleased  with  the  presents.  I  think  them  all  very  good, 
and  like  the  color  of  the  dresses  very  much,  Dora  had  not  for¬ 
gotten  that  G(r)anny  and  Johnny  had  gone  to  England  and  were 
going  to  bring  her  "pretties"  and  she  danced  around  in  her  dress. 

I  would  have  liked  very  much  to  have  stayed  until  you  had  come 
back.  However,  I  am  glad  that  you  have  got  back  safe,  USHER 
was  very  much  disappointed  there  was  no  gun  or  present  from  home. 
Willie  Alderson,  Maggie  and  Joe  came  in  yesterday  and  have  just 
left.  He  got  his  draft  cashed.  Joe  took  his  presents;  he  was 
well  pleased  with  his  drop-box.  They  are  living  in  Mr,  Hiner’s 
old  house,  six  miles  from  town, 

James  Foster  came  in  Monday  night  and  started  for  home  this 
morning.  He  can  tell  you  the  news,  and  how  Garnett  is  improving. 

We  were  surprised  to  see  him  for  we  thought  he  had  gone  home 
some  time  ago. 

We  had  beautiful  weather  until  New  Year,  Since  then  it  has 
been  cold  though  dry  and  pleasant  for  winter.  There  has  been  no 
rain  since  we  came,  and  water  is  quite  an  object  with  many. 

We  have  an  excellent  well  and  water.  Usher  thought  it  was  use¬ 
less  as  it  had  not  been  in  working  order  for  two  years;  it  cost 
us  about  Two  Dollars,  and  Tom’s  work  for  three  days,  to  fix  it, 
and  now  it  is  quite  as  good  as  any  well.  Usher  thinks  Tom  got  a 
cheap  bargain;  thinks  it  is  worth  one  hundred  dollars  now,  which 
is  about  the  cost  of  digging  a  well.  We  live  near  Usher. 

I  think  Mrs.  Usher  very  neighborly  but  I  have  only  been  twice. 

We  were  there  New  Year’s  Day  for  dinner.  I  have  not  been  out 
much,  but  I  like  very  well  though  it  would  be  pleasant  to  be 
able  to  come  and  see  you.  I  wrote  to  Father  and  Jane, 

Tom  received  Father’s  letter,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  send 
the  money  as  the  wool  is  sold,  Tom  is  quarrying  rock.  When  fine 
he  has  been  helping  Usher  to-day  to  lay  a  stone  foundation  for 
a  new  Law  Office. 

There  has  been  a  good  many  deer  killed  since  the  snow  which 
has  been  on  the  ground  for  two  weeks.  Jim(Tyson)  is  still  in 
Iola.  I  have  written  to  him.  I  had  almost  forgotten  to  mention 
the  photographs.  The  one  of  yourself  sent  to  me  is  the  best,  and 
Knott  Houses  with  Grandfather  and  Mother  is  very  good  and  natural. 

We  are  all  well.  Hoping  you  are  the  same,  I  conclude  with  love 
to  all  and  remain,  Your  affectionate  sister,  "Mary"  (Foster). 

Write  soon.  P.S:-The  box  cost  only  3$  which  we  thought  very 

reasonable.  -  -  - _ _ 

Dear  Brother  (John  Tyson):  -  Garnett,  Kans.,  June  23,  J.871, 

Yours  duly  rec’d,  Jim’s  P.O. address  is  Garnett  but  when  he  will 
get  his  letter  depends  upon  when  he  comes,  which  is  very  seldom. 

Saw  his  father-in-law  last  week;  said  Jim  would  be  in  soon;  was 
busy  plowing  corn.  He  lives  about  16  miles  from  here,  and  I  dont 
spose  we  will  have  any  opportunity  of  sending  the  letter.  Would 
like  to  hear  from  you  and  your  opinion  of  Atchison  County. 

Crops  are  very  good  for  Kans.  We  have  had  new  potatoes  for  2  weeks 
very  fine,  Garnett  is  a  very  dull  place  just  now.  It  improved  too 
rapidly;  a  great  many  Bldgs,  were  erected  last  year;  have  5  Churches. 

I  am  doing  my  work  without  help,  which  keeps  me  busy,  I  have  very 
good  health  now  and  my  babes  are  very  good  especially  the  little  girl, 
who  is  as  spry  as  a  cricket,  I  rarely  ever  nurse  her  and  she  never 
crys  except  when  she  is  hungry;  but  my  boy  needs  considerable  of  care 
and  I  give  him  all  he  needs.  He  is  more  delicate  than  she,  and  very 
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pretty,  if  the  public  are  good  judges.  Much  obliged  for  their 
present.  Osye  Hiner  is  very  ill,  not  likely  to  recover,  of 
Typhoid  Fever,  We  have  had  a  pleasant  spring;  timely  rains. 

Garnett  boasts  four  licensed  Liquor  Saloons;  three  for  $400. 
each  per  year.  We  are  all  well  and  with  the  hope  you  all 
enjoy  good  health,  I  conclude.  Tom  joins  me  in  kind  remembrance  go 
to  yourself  and  Mrs.  Tyson,  Affectionately,  your  sister, 

(Monday)  "  Mary 11  (Foster). 

P.S. -'Wrote  my  letter  Friday  but  forgot  to  mail  it.  Had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  sending  Jim  his  letter  Saturday  by  his  Father-in-law. 

Jim  sent  in  a  letter  to  post  for  you  which  I  will  do  so  today. 

Van  Arnsbusegh's  Imense  Circus  Exhibitation  here  Saturday. 

Was  not;  though  its  Exhibition  quite,  great  busy  house.  I  had 
all  we  wanted  of  the  Elephant  which  was  chained  on  the  prairie 
all  day  Sunday. _ "  Mary11  Foster. _ 

Mrs.  Thos.  Foster,  Prospect  Hill,  South  York, C.W. June  28,  1868. 

My  Dear  Friend:-  I  hope  you  do  not  judge  of  my  thoughts  by  my  long 
silence.  I  assure  you  I  often  think  of  you  with  increased,  rather 
than  diminishing  affection.  #When  I  heard  of  your  intention  of  going 
to  Kansas,  I  fully  intended  to  write  you  before  you  left,  never 
thinking  of  your  having  to  go  before  Mary  and  John  got  home.  When 
Mr.  Tyson  was  with  us  last  winter,  he  told  us  why  you  had  to  do  so, 
and  I  am  sure  John  would  feel  bad  not  to  be  able  to  tell  your  mother 
"Good-bye",  but  you  can  still  hope  to  meet  again  in  this  world,  but 
I  hope  and  trust  to  meet  in  a  happier  place. 

God  only  knows  the  bitterness  of  that  parting  and  the  vacancy  that 
it  left  in  my  poor  sore  heart,  but  I  know  that  He  would  not  afflict 
me  so,  without  some  good  cause,  nor  unless  He  was  able  to  heal  the 
wound,  and  therefore  I  will  try  all  that  I  can,  to  trust  in  His  Mercy 
and  bow  to  His  will.  You  will  feel  for  me  in  my  affiction,  for  you 
in  a  measure  know  what  treasure  of  a  husband  I  have  lost.  Poor  Darling 
he  was  a  great  sufferer,  for  never  since  he  had  that  dreadful  accident 
has  he  ever  enjoyed  good  health,  and  he  has  been  gradually  failing, 
ever  since.  He  had  many  complaints  at  the  last,  disease  of  the  stom¬ 
ach,  liver  &  kidneys  and  ever  since  last  fall,  up  to  very  last,  he 
took  such  severe  spells  of  bleeding  from  the  nose  and  otherwise,  that 
he  often  almost  bled  to  death.  He  lingered  long,  and  for  several  weeks 
was  not  able  to  take  anything  but  sherry  and  beef  tea,  and  being  so 
weak,  he  was  delirious  by  spells  all  that  time,  and  what  made  it  so 
trying,  he  became  quite  deaf,  and  for  long  before  the  last,  he  could 
not  speak.  The  Doctors  told  him  from  the  first,  they  had  no  hopes 
for  him,  for  it  broke  the  blow  for  me  and  gave  him  time  to  prepare 
for  his  later  end,  but  that  God,  his  failing  health,  had  made  him 
mindful  of  that  long  before.  He  was  quite  resigned  to  go,  and  often 
said  to  me  "Well,  if  my  hour  has  come,  I!m  not  afraid  to  die,  altho 
I  have  prayed  just  to  be  spared  to  see  my  three  fine  boys  make  a 
start  in  this  world,  yet  if  He  see  it  best  otherwise,  I  am  ready  to 
go,  and  can  entrust  myself  to  His  loving  keeping". 

I  am  thankful  that  your  father  came  last  winter.  William  enjoyed 
his  company  so  much,  and  I  think  your  father  will  be  glad  of  it, also. 
John  came  about  3  weeks  before  my  poor  husband  died,  for  which  I  am 
very  glad  also,  for  Wm,  was  anxiously  expecting  to  see  him,  and  John 
has  been  a  very,  very  great  comfort  to  us,  from  the  time  he  came  until 
Wm.  died,  he  never  left  his  bedside  only  to  eat  and  rest,  and  since 
then  he  is  not  only  good  company,  but  is  wonderful  to  us  in  many  ways, 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  climate  seems  to  suit  him,  for  he  is 
looking  much  better  and  fleshier  since  he  came  here. 

My  dear  little  children  are  quite  well  and  what  a  comfort  they  are 
to  me  now.  (was  another  page,  but  missing.)  Sarah  A,  Dawson. 
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ON  THE  BANKS  OF  CEDAR. 


There  is  a  lovely  dell, 

And  I  know  it,  oh,  well, 

And  if  any  for  a  home  are  eager, 

Just  your  steps  turn  this  way; 

It  will  well  you  repay, 

And  pause  on  the  banks  of  Cedar. 

To  the  farmer  who  dreads 
That  the  chickens,  though  fed, 

Might  disturb  his  next  door  neighbor, 

Need  not  have  such  a  fear; 

There  are  none  of  these  here; 

Quiet  reigns  supreme  on  Cedar. 

The  naturalist  may  find 
Here,  store  for  the  mind, 

And  to  beguile  each  lonely  hour, 

May  listen  to  the  song, 

Of  the  feathert  throng, 

As  they  flit  from  bower  to  bower. 

Diciples  of  Walton, 

There  is  food  here  for  you, 

’Neath  its  waters,  so  pleasant  to  scan; 

They  most  readily  take, 

Unsuspecting,  the  bait; 

Being  unused  to  the  arts  of  man. 

And  the  Botanist,  too; 

Here  are  flowers  for  you, 

The  half  of  which  could  never  be  told; 

And  the  plants  that  are  rare; 

And  the  prickly  pear  - 

Each  day  some  new  beauties  unfold. 

Here  naturefs  been  lavish, 

Of  bounties  most  ravish, 

To  describe  which  I  have  only;  - 

And  the  pictured  complete 

Of  this  rural  retreat 

When  inscribed  is  one  word,  "lonely". 

To  my  friends  far  away, 

And  to  those  I  would  say, 

(If  any  of  this  are  a  reader,) 

Come,  and  give  us  a  call; 

We’ve  a  welcome  for-  all, 

At  our  home  on  the  banks  of  Cedar. 

Hermitage,  15th,  1872.-  Mary  Tyson  Foster. 

(clipped  from  Garnett  Plaindealer,  Garnett,  Kans.) 

(*Her  brother  Joseph  Tyson,  of  Redwood  Falls,  Minn, 
(was  also  somewhat  of  a  Poet,  as  per  next  two  poems.) 
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The  Old  Log  Cabin. 


This  old  log  cabin,  the  first  of  its  kind, 

Will  refresh  your  memory  and  bring  to  mind 
Pioneer  Days  of  long  ago, 

When  the  mode  of  travel  was  very  slow. 

Instead  of  the  auto,  we  drove  Buck  and  Bright 
Two  miles  an  hour,  if  they  felt  just  right. 

Electric  light  and  telephone 
In  those  early  days  were  all  unknown. 

A  saucer  of  grease  and  a  piece  of  rag 
Made  all  the  light  we  often  had. 

There  was  no  stove  on  which  to  cook 
Mother  made  the  meals  on  crane  and  hook 
Over  a  fire  made  of  the  best  of  wood; 

It  goes  without  saying,  they  were  mighty  good. 

We  began  to  work  at  early  dawn, 

Either  making  hay  or  cutting  corn 
Sixteen  hours  was  a  fair  dayfs  work, 

We  never  thought  of  trying  to  shirk. 

We  were  happy  in  those  good  old  days 

Devoid  of  strikes  and  greed  with  their  evil  ways. 

About  all  the  places  we  had  to  go 
Were  the  Fourth  of  July  or  BarnurrJs  Show. 

No  moving  pictures  or  midway  plazants 
But  sometimes  we  went  to  a  country  dance. 

We  loved  our  neighbors  as  neighbors  should; 

Each  one  trying  to  do  some  good. 

A  wonderful  change  has  taken  place, 

We  are  travelling  now  at  a  terrific  pace, 

Under  the  water  and  through  the  air 
Killing  the  people  everywhere. 

We  jump  in  the  auto  and  hit  the  pike 
And  over  the  country  take  a  hike; 

We  start  in  low,  then  throw  her  in  high 
And  over  the  roads  we  let  her  fly; 

The  chances  are,  we  will  need  a  nurse, 

Extremely  lucky  if  it  is  not  a  hearse. 

It  is  hurry,  hurry,  hurry, 

We  fret  and  foam  and  worry; 

We  acquire  a  fortune,  then  wait  another, 

In  order  to  get  it  would  cheat  a  brother. 

From  early  morn  till  late  at  night 
We  take  little  time  to  read  or  write; 

The  important  issues  of  the  day 
Little  attention  to  them  we  pay. 

The  almighty  dollar  is  all  to  blame, 

The  way  we  get  it  would  put  Old  Mick  to  shame. 

Let  us  call  a  halt  on  this  real  fast  living, 
Instead  of  grabbing,  just  try  out  giving; 

Only  once  do  we  travel  this  road, 

The  more  we  give,  the  lighter  the  load; 

We  make  a  mistake  when  we  begin  to  hoard. 

Innocent  maidens  are  under  our  care, 

Widows  and  orphans  should  receive  their  share, 
The  Christian  Religion  we  must  defend 
Before  we  can  hope  for  a  peaceful  end. 

Stop  and  think  and  ponder  well 
Where  are  you  going,  are  you  able  to  tell? 

Two  destinations,  either  road  you  can  take, 

And  now  is  the  time  your  selection  to  make. 


During  the  year  1912  I  had  been  requested  on  several  occasions 
to  hire  men  with  sythes  and  axes  to  mow  down  the  so-called  weeds, 
which  are  nearly  all  some  kind  of  a  flowering  plant,  and  to  cut 
out  the  undergrowth.  But  being  fond  of  the  natural  wildness  of 
this  beautiful  spot,  I  was  unable  to  comply  with  this  request, 
and  wrote  the  following, 

PRAYER  BY  THE  PLANTS  AND  FLOWERS  IN  RAMSEY  PARK. 

Jack-in-the-pulpit  in  the  month  of  May, 

To  the  plants  and  flowers,  had  this  to  say; 

"For  our  destruction  the  men  are  here  --- 
With  sythes  and  axes,  their  work  I  fear. 

The  Author  of  all  that  is  great  and  good, 

Hath  made  our  home  in  this  beautiful  wood, 

Here  we  have  lived  since  time  began, 

Without  the  aid  of  mortal  man. 

From  summer !s  heat  and  winter fs  storm, 

We  never  yet  have  taken  harm. 

When  winter's  past,  and  the  spring  appears, 

We  have  graced  our  home  for  thousands  of  years. 

Could  you  bow  the  head  and  bend  the  knee, 

And  in  silent  prayer,  accompany  me, 

To  implore  the  Supreme  Architect 

From  destructive  hands  this  park  protect. 

Lord  we  feel  Thy  supreme  power; 

Save  us  now  in  this  trying  hour. 

Here  let  us  remain  till  the  end  of  time 
And  all  our  praise  shall  be  ever  Thine,  " 

-Joseph  Tyson,  Supt,  of  Alexander  Ramsey  State  Park, 

Grandpa  is  having  a  Birthday 
He  is  three  score  and  ten  today 
His  face  is  beginning  to  wrinkle 
The  dark  hair  is  turning  to  gray. 

But  his  heart  I  am  sure  beats  younger 
If  the  truth  could  be  known  and  told 
For  he  holds  in  his  arms,  his  Grandson 
"The  Baby"  -  Just  one  month  old. 

And  he  studies  the  tiny  features 
He  has  known  such  a  little  while 
And  he  dreams  of  a  future  together 

When  the  baby  will  know  him  and  smile. 
**********^************ 

The  baby  is  having  a  Birthday 
He  is  one  year  old  today, 

He  has  learned  in  the  year  just  vanished 
How  to  laugh  and  to  talk  and  to  play. 

We  have  called  him  our  little  Sunbeam 
For  the  smiles  have  outnumbered  the  tears, 

He  has  made  the  world  over  for  Grandpa 
Till  he  counts  his  age  not  by  the  years. 

And  his  heart  is  as  young  as  the  baby's 
This  son  of  his  only  son  - 
Whose  age  we  count  as  a  twelve  month 
While  Grandpa  is  Seventy-one. 

By  Sadie  M.  Foster,  Seattle,  1906. 
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(About  Grandpa  and  grandson,  Baby  Arthur,  they  are  as  one, 

(in  regard  to  the  old  family  clock,  bought  1864, when  Arthur, born 
"Tick-a-tock;  Tick-a-tock, 

Baby  Arthur  loves  its  voice, 

Loves  to  have  me  stand  and  hold  him 
When  we  let  him  have  his  choice 
By_the_olidj.  ,old-,f ashioried  cl.ock.^ 


Baby  in  thewindow, 

Screen  behind  the  chair, 
For  a  little  sun-bath, 
Cause  the  day  is  fair. 
Grandpa  hunting  for  him 
Cause  he!s  lonely  grown 
Calls  the  baby  softly 
Then  in  louder  tone. 


If  we  had  no  baby 
To  make  the  dark  days  bright 
Who  cares  how  the  rain  falls 
Less  baby's  out  of  sight. 
Grandpa  sees  the  window 
Looks  around  the  screen 
There  the  precious  baby 
With  his  toys  is  seen. 


Surely  he  must  hear  him, 

'Less  he's  gone  away 
Life  would  be  a  sad  place 

Nowhere  fit  to  stay. 

************* 


Looks  up  quick  at  Grandpa 
"Pick-Boo-Boo"  he  cries, 
Grasping  fast  his  rubber, 

Laughing  loud,  his  eyes. 
******** 


THE  BLUE  AND  WHITE  AND  GOLD. 

"Once  was  ours,  a  little  baby, 

When  the  world  was  filled  with  laughter, 

And  his  eyes  were  like  the  Heavens 

On  a  cloudless  summer  morn 

And  his  hair  had  caught  the  glimmer 

Of  the  golden  God  of  summer, 

He  was  fairer  than  the  lily 
When  it  doth  a  bride  adorn. 


And  his  couch  was  as  a  snow  drift 

With  white  curtains  lined  with  azure 

And  I  crowned  it  with  a  garland 

And  the  simple  flowers  were  white 

But  their  hearts  were  filled  with  sunshine 

As  our  hearts  were  filled  with  sunshine 

And  we  never  thought  of  shadows 

In  those  days  of  pure  delight.  -  Sadie  M.  Foster. 
******************* 

Dear  Dora :- (1/26-1908)  I  have  had  it  in  mind  to  write  you  ever  since 
Arthur  returned.  I  had  written  a  letter  to  you  all  while  he  was 
there  but  it  returned  some  time  after  he  did,  along  with  one  from 
(brother )Francis  inquiring  after  you  all  and  saying  if  Grandpa  was 
very  ill  he  would  go  down.  Poor  dear  old  man,  I  do  not  realize 
he  is  gone  yet.  -  I  had  never  put  all  his  old  things  away,  think¬ 
ing  when  he  returned  he  would  find  them.  He  had  been  gone  a  year 
(from  here)  but  I  often  begin  setting  the  table  with  three  knives 
and  forks,  for  after  all  he  had  been  with  us  almost  as  many  years 
as  he  had  with  you  girls.  He  loved  our  little  Sweet-heart  son  so 
dearly  that  it  comforts  me  now  to  think  that  he  can  find  the  baby. 

I  wish  we  knew  more  of  that  other  life.  I  want  to  know  just 
where  my  little  lamb  is,  and  if  he  is  growing  up  and  almost  3  years 
old?  I  can  always  carry  with  me  the  radiant  little  face  awaiting 
me  when  he  woke  up  from  his  sleep;  how  the  little  face  was  shining 
with  joy.  How  the  little  curly  head  would  roll  back  and  forth  on 
the  pillow  in  happiness  when  he  saw  me  coming,-  and  after  he  was. 
dressed  up  and  went  out  to  Grandpa,  how  the  little  face  was  shining 
with  joy.  Then  the  baby  had  to  examine  all  the  buttons  on  coat  and 
vest,  and  speak  of  Hie1.  It  was  one  of  his  first  words. .  r .Sadie,. 
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LITTLE  JEWELS.  by  Sadie  Foster. 

Once  when  wintry  days  were  gloomy, 

And  the  night  began  to  fall 
And  my  baby  growing  restless, 

As  do  little  children  all 
Quick  I  sought  for  some  amusement 
His  attention  to  invite, 

He  espied  the  open  organ 
With  its  shining  keys  of  white. 

So  we  sat  down  both  together, 

And  the  tiny  hands  outstrayed, 

Ooer  the  keys  so  smooth  and  glossy 
Cared  not  what  the  organ  played. 

Till  a  discord  grated  harshly 
And  the  troubled  eyes  held  tears, 

As  he  raised  them  with  a  question 
But  I  smiled  away  his  fears. 

And  I  kissed  away  the  teardrops, 

As  I  said  "Now  sweetheart  mine, 

We  will  music  make  together, 

Music  better  far  than  thine”. 

I  will  guide  your  little  fingers. 

And  we’ll  have  a  little  song 

Both  will  play  and  both  will  sing  it, 

Then  it  surely  can’t  go  wrong,” 

So  I  ran  his  fingers  idly 
O’er  the  keys  to  find  an  air, 

Hardly  listening  to  the  music 
As  I  watched  my  baby  fair. 

And  he  joined  my  voice  in  singing 
While  the  shades  of  night  came  down, 
"They  shall  shine  in  their  beauty, 

Bright  gems  for  his  crown, ” 

"Little  Jewels”  we  had  chosen 
And  my  heart  was  filled  with  fears, 

’Twas  a  song  for  little  children, 

But  ’twas  always  sang  in  tears 
For  it  meant  a  mother  weeping 
O’er  a  Babe  who  sang  no  more, 

For  it  meant  a  Baby  sleeping 
Where  a  Babe  had  laughed  before. 

And  I  clasped  my  Baby  closely 
Full  of  joy  and  life  and  fun, 

And  we  hushed  the  song  together 
Though  it  was  but  just  begun. 

’Twas  a  simple  song  of  sweetness 
But  the  thought  was  far  too  sad, 

And  I  wanted  only  brightness 
For  my  happy  little  lad. 

-  -  o  o  -  - 

When  the  days  were  growing  longer. 

In  a  hushed  and  darkened  room, 

Sweetly  slept  my  "Little  Jewel” 

Sands  of  life  had  run  so  soon. 

Little  children  sang  it  softly, 

While  our  tears  were  raining  down, 

"They  shall  shine  in  their  beauty 
Bright  gems  for  his  crown,  ” 
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THE  DANDYLION. 


There  is  growing  by  the  wayside; 

On  our  lawns  a  common  flower;. 

You  would  never  think  to  choose  it 
Were  you  fitting  up  a  bower. 

Very  early  in  the  springtime 
While  the  dainty  flowers  sleep, 

Upward,  through  the  tender  grass  blades 
Golden  heads  begin  to  peep. 

And  the  yellow  Dandelion 
With  its  petals  like  the  sun, 

Blossoms  through  the  spring. 

While  summer  puts  her  wreaths  on,  one  by  one. 

There  was  once  a  little  baby 
Came  to  earth  to  stay  a  while; 

And  his  life  was  like  a  flowerlet, 

There  was  sunshine  in  his  smile. 

And  the  Dandelion  knew  him; 

Nodded  to  him  in  the  breeze, 

Where  the  robins  flitted  gaily 
Through  the  green  old  orchard  trees. 

Day  by  day  the  baby  fingers 

Reached  and  grasped  the  blossoms  bright, 

Held  them  upward  to  his  mother, 

All  his  little  face  alight. 

She  inhaled  their  fancied  fragrance 
While  he  laughed  in  merry  glee; 

Eager,  glad  to  share  each  pleasure, 

Generous  little  soul  was  he. 

Day  by  day,  the  brilliant  Roses 
Bent  their  heads  from  morn  ’ til  night; 

But  he  passed  them  by;  cared  only 
For  his  Dandelion  bright. 

Did  it  droop  its  head  so  weary, 

Soon  another  took  its  place; 

And  the  tiny  baby  fingers 
Raised  it  to  his  happy  face. 

But  one  day  the  darling  baby, 

With  the  Sun,  did  not  arise; 

Drooped  his  little  head  so  weary, 

Closed  his  eyes  so  like  the  skies. 

And  we  laid  a  Dandelion 

In  the  small  hand,  white  as  snow; 

And  he  carried  it  to  Heaven 
Where  they  both  were  meant  to  grow. 

So  we  love  the  Dandelion; 

For  somehow  it  seems  a  part 
Of  the  little  lad,  whose  image 
Is  enshrined  within  our  heart. 

-  Sadie  M.  Foster. 


8b, 


To  Allie: --sister  of  Mrs.  Foster. 

I  am  thinking  now  of  other  days 
When  dawned  the  bright  New  Year 
I  sat  me  down,  and  planned  a  gift 
For  your  Birthday  drawing  near. 

The  Holidays  had  had  their  turn; 

With  leisure  hours  in  view, 

I  now  had  time  to  sit  and  sew, 

And  think  only  of  you. 

I  stitched  my  Love  in  fabric?  fine 
And  wrapped  it  up  with  care 
And  sent  it  far  across  the  miles 
Your  Birthday  glad  to  share. 

It  brought  you  very  close,  my  dear. 

Those  hours  were  yours,  alone. 

We  walked  as  children  down  life's  lane 
The  Sun  above  us  shown. 

We  were  young  maidens" stepping  out" 

And  sharing  once  again 

The  joy  that  comes  when  hearts  beat  high 
In  maidens  and  young  men. 

Then  came  the  days  of  Motherhood 
With  homes  our  very  own. 

And  each  a  baby,  filling  life 
With  love  before  unknown. 

And  every  year,  though  far  apart, 

We  took  a  little  time 
To  stitch  our  love  into  a  gift, 

Your  Birthday  gift,  and  mine. 

And  through  the  everlasting  years 
We  washed  the  gifts  so  dear 
And  ironed  them  with  loving  hands 
And  sometimes  dropped  a  tear. 

For  life  has  had  its  shadows  dim 
My  Baby  slipped  from  sight 
Yours  brought  you  joy  through  many  years 
Made  life  both  rich  and  bright, 

But  one  day,  she  too,  heard  the  call, 

(  God's  ways  not  understood.) 

Her  little  children  gave  to  you 
A  second  Motherhood. 

Lifefs  path  has  grown  a  trifle  rough, 

The  smooth  road  out  of  sight, 

But  Memory  can  still  restore 
Those  days  that  were  so  bright. 

My  needle  in  the  cushion  rusts 
This  year  I  take  a  Pen . 

And  write  for  you  this  little  rhyme 
And  dream  our  past  again. 

You  cannot  wash  these  feeble  lines 
Or  iron  them  with  care, 

But  you  can  hide  them  in  your  heart 
And  keep  them  always  there. 

-  -  Sadie  M.  Foster. 
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A  SAMPLER  OF  LIFE ; -written  of  Mrs.  Annie 
Anderson,  a  neighbor,  on  her  95th  Birthday. 

Long  ago,  so  a  poem  tells  us, 

"A  little  Puritan  maid 
Worked  her  name  in  a  Sampler, 

While  the  other  children  played.” 

To-day  we  are  viewing  a  Sampler, 

Where  a  story  of  life  is  revealed; 

Near  a  Century  old  in  the  making, 

Not  a  broken  stitch  concealed, 

"A  Sampler  of  life”  not  yet  finished, 

But  an  object  of  beauty  forsooth; 

For  a  characted  came  from  the  making, 

And  integrity  furnished  the  woof. 

And  the  lovely  pattern  there  fashioned, 

In  colours  no  sunshine  can  fade 

Are  as  bright  as  the  day  it  was  started 

by  a  dear  little,  sweet  little  maid. 

Earth!s  lo  liest  things,  how  they  stir  us, 

Be  they  song,  or  story,  or  Art. 

They  lift  us  up  with  their  beauty. 

And  give  us  each  some  part. 

So,  the  lovely  life  of  a  woman 
Comes  as  near  to  the  plan  divine 
As  a  fragrant  rose  or  lily, 

True  beauty  in  every  line. 

This  Sampler  of  life, 

How  it  thrills  us, 

With  its  background  of  shadowy  gray, 

We  have  only  eyes  for  the  pattern 
In  colours  all  charming  and  gay, 

'Which  stand  for  her  great  adventures, 

For  the  children  she  mothered  with  pride, 

Or  the  friends  who  have  crowded  her  pathway, 
For  the  doors  which  have  opened  wide. 

She  is  working  now  on  the  border, 

The  design  is  simpler,  ’tis  true, 

But  under  her  patient  fingers 
New  beauties  spring  into  view, 

For  the  border  completes  the  Sampler, 

Without  it  the  picture  seems  wrong, 

’Tis  a  finishing  note,  like  the  echo 
That  comes  from  a  lovely  song. 

And  GOD  will  be  framing  this  Sampler, 

When  at  last  it  is  finished  with  care, 

He  may  hang  it  in  memories  hallway, 

As  a  treasure  that  others  may  share, 

And  maybe  the  Angels  will  view  it 
And  tell  the  glad  story  above, 

That  life  of  a  woman  who  lived  on  Earth 
was  a  sequel  to  God’s  great  love. 

-  Sadie  M.  Foster.  - 
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MIGHT  REFLECTIONS  IN  THE  WINDOW  PANE. 


When  night  had  dropped  down  her  dark  curtain 
O'er  a  world  glad  to  rest  from  its  care, 

And  the  lights  from  within  touched  with  golden 
The  curls  of  my  baby's  fair  hair. 

As  he  stood  on  my  knee  at  the  window, 

(  Such  a  dear  precious  laddie  was  he.) 

Through  the  glass  he  espied  a  small  figure 
Leaned  forward,  eyes  dancing  with  glee. 

And  the  baby  outside  leaning  forward, 

There  was  only  the  glass  pane  between, 

And  they  looked  like  twin  brothers  together 
On  their  curies,  the  same  sunny  sheen. 

"Come  in,  little  boy"  I  invited, 

The  room  is  so  cozy  and  bright  - 
I  am  sure  that  your  own  precious  mother 
Does  not  know  that  you  are  out  in  the  night. 

Without  a  wee  coat  or  a  bonnet, 

Not  even  a  mitten,  so  white, 

Jack  Frost  is  around,  and  might  nip  you 
Come  in,  little  one,  to  the  light. 

But  he  only  laughed  back  at  my  Sweetheart, 

As  they  reached  eager  hands  in  their  play, 
Pressed  a  kiss  with  their  lips  close  together, 
Stood  on  tip-toe,  so  eager  were  they. 

Then  I  whispered  to  baby  a  secret, 

Let  us  capture  him,  hold  him  tight, 

So  we  opened  the  door  on  the  darkness, 

He  had  vanished  completely  from  sight. 

But  when  we  returned  to  the  window, 

There  he  was,  smiling  up  as  before, 

Although  it  had  been  but  a  moment, 

Since  Arthie  and  I  closed  the  door. 

Then  the  baby  outside,  growing  sleepy; 

His  blue  eyes  forgot  how  to  smile, 

And  my  own  darling's  eyelids  were  drooping 
So  I  carried  him  off  for  a  while. 

To  the  little  white  bed  with  soft  pillow, 

There  to  sleep  and  to  dream  and  to  rest, 

And  the  stranger  slipped  off  in  the  darkness 
Where  he  went  to  we  never  have  guessed. 

x - x 

Oft  I  sit  now  at  night  at  the  window, 

All  alone  with  sad  eyes,  filled  with  tears, 

Both  babies  have  gone  off  together, 

And  I  weep  at  the  long  lonely  years. 

That  stretch  out  before  me  so  endless, 

The  lights  shine  again  as  of  yore, 

But  the  night  from  without,  is  from  within  now, 
My  baby  has  gone  on  before. 
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But  when  the  long  day  of  life's  ended 
And  the  lights  from  above  shining  bright 
Shall  call  me  to  warmth  and  to  shelter, 
Away  from  the  shadows  of  night, 

My  baby  with  glad  arms  extended 
Shall  welcome  me  gladly,  I  ween, 

As  he  did  the  little  night  stranger, 

With  only  the  glass  pane  between. 

-  Sadie  Foster. 

CHRISTMAS  CAROLS. 

Today  I  saw  Christ  come  to  Earth, 

The  Angels  sang  once  more. 

Their  message  of  "  Sweet  Peace  on  Earth" 
That  opened  Heaven1 s  door. 

A  group  of  children  sang  these  songs 
Their  voices  sweet  and  clear; 

And  as  they  sang  my  heart  grew  glad 
In  spite  of  falling  tear. 

Their  tender  faces  saw  Him  there 
"  Asleep  in  fragrant  hay," 

They  lifted  up  adoring  eyes 
To  where  the  baby  lay. 

Life  cannot  in  the  years  to  come 
Erase  that  vision  sweet; 

The  sleeping  child,  the  mother  proud, 

Men  kneeling  at  His  feet. 

And  as  they  sang,  I  saw  two  babes, 

One  was  the  Christ  child  fair, 

And  one,  my  own,  long  safe  above, 

They  lay  together  there, 

OJ  Christmas  Carols,  once  a  year, 

Bring  visions  from  above; 

And  make  the  world  a  better  place 
Where  all  may  dwell  in  love. 

Sadie  M.  Foster. 


There  were  a  few  more  of  poems  that  she  wrote, 
but  I  do  not  have  copies  of  them,  but  from  these  you 
can  judge  for  yourself,  her  ability  as  a  writer,  she 
having  several  times  written  Pageants  and  Plays  put 
on  at  her  Church,  and  helped  in  directing  them. 

She  had  many  baby  pictures  of  the  little  son, 
and  they  were  a  great  comfort  to  her,  one  especially, 
enlarged,  and  colored  to  natural  life,  with  the  baby 
holding  a  yellow  Dandelion  in  his  little  hand,  she 
had  framed  and  hung  on  wall  of  their  living  room. 

At  their  Green  Lake  home,  nor  at  their  Melrose  Ave.  home, 
did  I  ever  see  her  weed  out  a  dandelion  from  garden  or  lawn. 

E.  T.  Randle. 

(Next  one  page  of  poems  by  Richard  Herd,  brother  of  Mary.) 
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Carradice . 


(On  The  Death  of  Old  Jack  Carradus ) -pronounced 
One  day  on  Lune,  fishing  with  rod  and  flies, 

I  saw  a  sight  excited  my  surprise; 

I  think  I  may  with  strictest  truth  declare 
That  all  the  fish  in  Lune  must  have  been  there; 

And  while  I  anxious  gazTd  upon  my  prey, 

I  heard  -  -  at  least  I  thought  I  heard  one  say; 

"Rejoice,  rejoice,"  the  finny  spokesman  said, 

Old  Carradus,  our  mortal  foe,  is  dead] 

Rejoice  that  death  has  stopp’d  his  vile  career, 

Or  scarce  a  fish  of  us  had  now  been  here. 

How  frail  our  lives  were  made  by  this  old  man; 

One  day  in  Lune,  next  in  a  frying-pan. 

His  artificial  flies  were  so  complete, 

The  wisest  fish  could  not  detect  the  cheat. 

But,  now,  go  feed  in  safety  where  you  will, 

No  danger  fear,  tho *  many  fishers  still: 

There’s  Herd,  and  Ward,  and  Gragg,  at  the  Bridge  End, 

And  thousands  more  that  fishing  do  pretend; 

Their  art  and  flies  are  of  a  clumsy  kind, 

They  can  impose  on  none  but  those  half  blind." 

To  hear  my  name  proclaim’d  with  such  contempt, 

Bent  on  revenge  my  flies  at  them  I  sent; 

I  hooked  the  finny  spokesman  in  a  trice, 

And  dragged  him  forth,  whilst  bawling  this  advice; 

"Beware.*  Bewarel  another  Carradus  I  " _ 

FOR  A  BAD  WIFE. 

After  a  very  stormy  life, 

Thank  Heaven,  at  last,  here  lies  my  wife, 

Beneath  this  heavy  stone. 

If  Satan  e’er  wish  peace  below, 

I  really  would  advise  him  to 
Be  sure  to  let  her  alone. 

But  if  he  wish  incessant  strife, 

Then,  Satan,  take  her  for  thy  wife, 

She’ll  prove  a  worthy  match; 

Make  her  hell’s  mistress;  soon  you’ll  see 
Your  torments  all  will  doubled  be, 

New  torments  she  will  hatch. _ 

ON  MEMORY. 

Oh’  that  my  memory  long  may  last  -- 
The  eye  by  which  we  view  the  past; 

The  poor  man’s  chronicle,  for  there 
His  thoughts  and  deeds  recorded  are. 

When  we  grow  old,  and  life  near  o’er, 

And  we  can  plan  and  act  no  more, 

Our  only  pleasure  at  the  last 
Is  to  review  whate’er  has  pass’d. 

But  should  our  memory  decay, 

What  once  we  knew  has  passed  away; 

Whate'er  is  present,  what  is  pass’d, 

Into  oblivion  is  cast. - By  Richard  Herd. 

*-*He  was  brother  of  John  Herd,  and  Mary  Herd,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Atkinson,  He  and  wife  lived  some  years  in 
the  former  old  Howgill  Chapel,  after  it  was  made  over  into 
a  dwelling.  .An  Arthur  Foster,  published  a  small  book  of  his 
poems,  and  Miss  Alice  Atkinson, Shelbyville ,  has  a  copy. (ETR) 

90, 


THE  WISH,-  by  Richard  Herd, 

I  ask  not  for  splendor,  nor  power  nor  wealth; 

But  give  me,  kind  Heaven,  that  blessing,  sweet  health; 

A  small  independence  I  wish  to  possess, 

To  supply  my  own  wants,  and  a  friend's  in  distress. 

Next,  give  me  a  friend,  that  will  argue  away, 

By  his  fire  or  my  fire,  an  hour  each  day; 

A  neat  little  garden  would  give  me  delight. 

Where  I'd  spend  half  an  hour  each  morning  and  night. 

Of  rural  amusements  I  fain  would  taste  three 
Fishing,  hunting,  and  shooting,  I  wish  them  to  be. 

Amidst  all  these  pleasures,  a  dog  I'd  possess, 

Whose  friendship  ne'er  varies  in  time  of  distress; 

Not  like  those  false  friends,  who  turn  coldly  away, 

And  all  disappear  on  adversity's  day. 

I'd  live  near  a  chapel,  where  I  could  resort 
To  hear-  a  man  boldly  reprove  and  exhort, 

And  point  to  the  Fountain  where  all  may  partake, 

But  mention  the  terms,  to  prevent  a  mistake. 

If  Heaven  should  grant  me  a  sweet  temper'd  wife, 

I  know  she'd  enhance  all  the  blessings  of  life; 

Take  riches,  take  beauty,  they  cannot  impart 
Such  blessings  as  flow  from  a  kind,  tender  heart. 

Should  Heaven  shower  on  me  such  blessings  as  these, 

The  world  may  divide  all  the  rest  as  they  please. 

THE  LILLY. 

Beside  a  stream,  a  lily  grew, 

Its  leaves  oft  wet  with  morning  dew 
Perfumed  the  air  around. 

I  gazed  upon  its  beauty  sweet, 

And  I  thought  that  lowly  flower  was  meet 
To  deck  a  garden  bower. 

I  took  it  from  its  native  earth 
To  bloom  with  flowers  of  higher  birth, 

And  there  its  sweets  display. 

But  soon,  alas,  it  drooped  its  head, 

Its  snowy  leaves  no  longer  spread 
To  shield  it  from  decay. 

It  bloomed  the  last,  it  died  the  first, 

Short  was  its  stay  upon  this  earth. 

It  withered  in  an  hour, 

AlasJ  just  so  with  human  race, 

In  every  nation,  every  place 
Is  swept  by  death  away. 

The  fairest  forms  are  oft  the  first 
To  bow  unto  the  sceptered  earth. 

Death  loves  the  costly  prize. 

-a-*-***-*-**** 

Aunt  Mary  Foster  and  Eleanor  Atkinson-Turner  wrote  each  other 
in  verse.  Which  one  wrote  this,  I  do  not  know.  Maybe  Aunt  Mary 
wrote  it  when  Eleanor's  little  girl  died  about  1871.  I  saw  this 
poem  about  a  mo.  ago  &  copied  it.  I  remember  hearing  my  mother 
repeat  it  many  times.  (signed)  Grace  Baird,  6/12-1950.  -  -  - 


Mrs.  Ida  Foster  Smith,  wrote  Grace  Baird  in  1945;- 

"The  traits  of  my  mother’s  large  family,  that  stand  out  to  me  are, 
with  few  exceptions,  as  follows : -they  were  all  rather  short  in 
stature,  and  the  majority  of  them  had  heavy,  brown,  curly  hair, 
and  some  form  of  blue  eyes.  My  mother* s  were  blue-grey.  In  the 
next  generation,  though,  only  about  one  in  each  family  had  curly 
hair.  The  Fosters  as  far  back  as  England  were  church  people  and 
were  quiet  and  unassuming;  they  loved  to  talk,  especially  with 
each  other.  The  Fosters  were  evidently  of  hardy  stock,  for  the 
most  of  them  lived  to  a  fair  age,  considering  the  times  and  the 
conditions  that  then  existed. ".... "This  description  of  the  Fosters 
would  fit  my  Uncle  Jim  except  he  was  a  smaller  man,  and  his  hair 
was  not  as  heavy  and  not  as  curly  as  my  father’s.  He  was  never 
as  jolly  as  my  father.  My  father  was  a  real  sunbeam,  always  so 
happy  and  cheerful,-  I  have  always  thought  of  him  as  one  of  the 
most  perfect  of  men.  I  think  all  of  the  fine  Foster  brothers 
sure  were  grand  men.  My  son,  Edwin,  in  Kansas,  is  so  much  like 
his  grandfather  Foster,  and  such  a  happy  sunny  disposition. 

I  think  I  must  favor  him  for  I  am  always  so  happy,  and  content, 
and  I  do  love  people  and  I  get  a  lot  of  joy  out  of  life.  Herbey, 
my  son,  and  Grace,  my  daughter,  are  more  like  their  father. 

He  was  quiet,  very  studious,  and  a  great  reader.  He  was  also  a 
fine  Bible  student. 

John  Foster,  Will’s  father,  was  so  different.  He  was  shy  and 
a  backward  man,  didn’t  seem  to  enjoy  company.  Aunt  Rachel,  his 
wife,  was  so  different;  she  liked  to  entertain  her  friends. 

I  remember  times  when  Uncle  John  would  want  to  stay  in  the  kitchen 
and  sit  on  the  wood-box,  but  he  was  witty  and  could  get  off  some 
smart  jokes,  I  think  their  son  Ellsworth  was  much  like  his  father. 
Uncle  John  had  brown  curly  hair  and  bright  blue  eyes. 

They  all,  the  Foster  brothers,  wore  heavy  beards. 

I  suppose  you  have  a  picture  of  the  4  brothers  and  sister  Alice 
Loy,  It  is  a  lovely  group.  I  have  always  been  proud  to  belong 
to  such  a  fine  English  family  as  the  Foster  family.  It  is  a  fine 
heritage  and  worth  more  to  us  than  if  they  had  left  us  a  fortune 
of  mone_y._  J_t_i_s  .something  w e__ ca n_ a j. wa y_s  jcherish.  "**-*-*** 

I  might  say  here  that  Tom.  Foster  also  had  dark  brown  curly  hair 
and  beard,  and  how  his  blue  eyes  would  crinkle  and  sparkle  when  he 
met  relatives  or  friends. he  had  not  seen  for  a  time,  &  how  pleased 
he  was  to  see  and  talk  with  them  again.  Also,  I  remember  it  was 
his  habit  to  draw  cold  water  from  the  yard  pump,  to  wash  his  face, 
and  how  his  nose  would  bleed  till  pan  of  water  was  red;  he  would 
throw  that  out,  draw  another  pan  of  water,  begin  to  pat  back  of 
neck  with  cold  water,  stopping  the  bleeding,  then  rinse  face,  comb 
his  hair  and  beard,  and  was  ready  for  the  meal;  I  think  his  nose 
bled  3  times  a  day,  that  is  my  recollection,  and  perhaps  helped  to 
keep  him  healthy;-  and  how  he  loved  children;-  all  of  them.  Took 
them  upon  his  knee,  talked  with  them  about  their  play,  etc.  and 
usually  kept  a  bag  of  lemondrops  in  a  pocket,  from  which  he  would 
offer,  some  to  each  child.  He  loved  his  Church,  Sunday-school,  and 
his  Bible,  in  which  he  had  underscored  many  passages.  He  read  from 
it  each  evening  before  retiring.  He  and  Arthur  would  often  coax  my 
two  sisters  around  into  their  back  yard,  one  would  slip  thru  the 
house,  and  hang  donuts  on  a  lilac  bush  beside  front  walk,  then  ask 
then. later,  if  they  noticed  the  donut  tree,  better  go  look,  at  what 
seemingly  had  occurred  overnight.  We  lived  less  than  a  block  from 
them,  at  the  time,  till  1900.  It  was  a  year  or  so  before  they  got 
onto  how  the  donuts  grew  on  that  bush.  Being  older,  I  was  in  on  the 
trick.  (E.T. Randle. )  Q9 


To  Miss  Garman:-  Decatur,  Ill.,  Apr.  10-1915. 

As  you  are  one  of  the  Foster  family,  I  herewith  present  to 
you  a  sketch  of  the  old  Foster  homestead,  where  the  original 
Foster  lived,  and  where  your  Great  Grand  Pa  was  born,  and  your 
Great  Uncle  Joseph  Foster  lived  there  the  last  time  I  saw  it. 

There  was  a  spring  in  the  field  behind  the  house  and  the  water 
was  connected  from  it  to  a  spout  through  the  wall  into  the  barn¬ 
yard,  Us  kids  used  to  come  through  there  coming  from  Howgill 
school,  and  we  nearly  always  stopped  to  get  a  drink  at  the  spout, 

I  was  once  getting  a  drink  on  a  wet  evening,  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Foster  came  around  the  corner  of  the  barn  to  get  a  bucket  of 
water,  and  she  said:-  "Why,  Dick,  is  thoo  watter  dry  this  wet 
neeght?"  and  I  said  "Nit  verra-  Mrs.  Foster".  Yours  respectfully, 

R.  A.  Wilson. 

Dear  Miss  Garman;  April  1,  1915. 

The  first  of  the  Foster  family  that  I  know  of,  or  can  remem¬ 
ber,  was  old  John  Foster  and  his  wife,  (old  Nannie).  They  lived 
on  a  farm  in  Howgill,  called  the  "SYKE".  They  had  four  children, 

3  boys  and  one  daughter.  John,  Jr,,  the  oldest  married  a  girl 
named  Miss  Herd (? ) ; (^Actually,  it  was  Agnes (Nannie)Sedgwick. ) - 
and  came  to  America  about  1844,  or  thereabouts,  and  settled  at 
Todds  Pt.,  and  Joseph,  the  youngest  son,  stayed  on  the  old  SYKE 
farm  after  the  old  father* s  death,  married  and  was  still  on  the 
farm,  when  we  came  to  America  in  1858,  and  the  girl,  young  Nannie 
married  the  village  shoemaker  named  Thomas  Sharp;-  in  religion  he 
was  a  very  faithful  *Friendf,  commonly  called  a  Quaker,-  or  a 
broad  brim  -  from  the  style  of  his  hat. 

Mr.  Sharp  and  wife  Nannie  raised  a  family  of  four  children; - 
3  girls;  Jane,  Aggie  and  Sarah,  and  one  boy  named  *Tommy*. 

I  knew  them  well. 

The  John  Foster  who  came  to  America  had  a  wife  and  a  family 
of  six  children;  4  sons  and  two  daughter s ; -Joseph,  John,  Thomas 
and  James,  and  the  two  girls,  Mary  and  Alice,  Alice  married 
Robert  Loy  and  I  have  never  heard  of  Mary  marrying.  Joseph  and 
Jim  are  both  dead,  and  so  are  both  Alice  and  Mary  and  I  cannot 
say  about  Thomas  but  I  think  he  must  have  died,  too.  That*s  all 
I  know  about  the  Foster  family.  Respectfully,  R.  A.  Wilson. 
((?)-He  seems  to  have  gotten  John  Atkinson *s  mother  Mary  Herd, 
miKed  up  in  mind  with  Eleanor  Atkinson,  wife  of  John  Foster . (ETR) . 
(A  2nd  page  found  to  this  letter; -"And  about  the  Herd  family,  of 
which  the  American  John  Foster* s  wife  sprung  from,  Thomas  Herd 
(Mrs.  John  Foster*s  father ) ;Richard  Herd  (the  Poet)  lived  in 
Howgill  and  the  other  brother  John  Herd  weht  to  Liverpool  when  a 
boy  and  he  became  a  wholesale  merchant  and  raised  a  large  family 
of  sons  and  daughters  -  one  daughter  Mary  Herd,  married  a  young 
fellow,  a  resident  of  Sedbergh,  named  John  Jackson,  and  came  to 
America,  and  went  out  to  Kansas  and  cheated  Jim  Foster  of  Todds  Pt. 
out  of  a  farm.  Excuse  me  if  I  tell  you  about  it.  Jim  got  possess¬ 
ion  of  160  acre  farm  on  "Fall  River"  in  Greenwood  Co.,Kans.,  and  he 
bought  a  squatter *s  claim,  I  think,  and  he  sent  Jackson  &  wife  out 
to  occupy  it  and  furnished  them  sheep  stocking  it  and  Mary  Jackson, 
the  wife,  found  out  that  Jim  Foster *s  title  was  no  good,  and  so 
they  homesteaded  it,  and  paid  the  fees.  It  was  a  very  valuable 
tract  of  land,  and  when  the  County  seat»of  Greenwood  County  was 
chosen  for  the  county  town,  they  chose  it,  and  named  it  "Eureka", 
which  made  Jackson  &  wife  comparatively  rich;-  but  I  heard. that 
ill-gotten  gains  never  did  good  and  that  in  this  case  it  did  prove 
so.  Old  Richard  Herd  (Dick)  as  we  used  to  call;  he  and  his  old 
wife,*Betty*  had  no  children  but  Thomas  Herd  had  two  sons  I  knew. 
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John  and  Edmund  Herd;  -  Eddy  as  we  used  to  call  him,  was  our 
schoolmaster  in  Howgill.  Thats  about  all  I  can  think  of  now;- 
that  I  can  call  authentic.  -  -  -  Richard  A.  Wilson,  -  -  - 

Thos. Atkinson  &  wife,  Mary  Herd, lived  on  &  farmed  "Gateside". 
His  son, James  Atkinson  farmed  "Fleet  Holme"  in  Dillicar  Twp. 
Thos.  Atkinson  moved  to  "NewHouse"f arm  when  Jno.  moved  to  U.S. 
Mary  Atkinson  married  Robt.  Wilson, Jr.  &  they  occupied  the  old 
homestead,  "Bramaskew" .  This  is  where  Richard  Wilson  born. 
Richard  Atkinson  lived  on  a  farm  called  "Castle  How". 

Jonathan  "  M: -  Sarah  Barnes, lived  on  "Crag  Stone"  farm. 

Dinah  "  never  married. 

Jonathan  "  daughter, _ M:-  her  cousin,  John  Wilson,  and 

lived  in  Liverpool,  and  were  in  the  dairy  wholesale  business. 


--Copied  from  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  West  Okaw,  from  the 

Register.  (This  later  Prairie  Home) -  Grace  Baird.  - 

INFANT  BAPTISM S. 

Eleanor  Loy,  Oct.  20,  1861,dau.of  Robt.  and  Alice (Foster )  Loy. 
Frances  Alice  Turner,  Aug.  31,  1862,dau.of  Mrs. Eleanor  Turner. 
Clara  Foster, Apr.  24-1869,  dau.of  Thomas  and  Mary (Tyson )Foster. 

Irving  Clark  )  9/25-1870 , Twin  sons  of  John  &  Rachel  Foster. 
Wesley  Thos.  / 

Norman  Herd  Foster,  Feb. 1,1874,  son  of  Jong  &  Rachel  Foster. 
Frances  Annie  Cherry,  Oct.  5,  1879,  dau.of  Wm.  &  Annie  Cherry. 

DEACONS-:  -  JOHN  FOSTER,  Ordained  June  21,  1874. 


Communicants  of  West  Okaw  Church. 

Alice  Foster  Loy  ) 

Robert  Loy,  (  Charter  Members,  -  Oct.  20,  1860. 

Mary  Foster  )  (Believe  she  is  #12-- (  1825--1877.) 

Eleanor  Turner,  July  21,  1861.  (married  dau.of  John  Atkinson.) 

Mary  Tyson,  Sept.  14,  1862.  (  "  Thomas  Foster--#15. ) 

Rachel  Foster,  Apr.  4,  1864.  the  wife  of  #13--John  Foster.) 

John  Foster,  Jan.  11,  1874.  (husband  of  Rachel,  above) 

William  Cherry,  "  11,  1874,  (son  of  Nannie  (Dobson)  Cherry.) 

Jennie  L.  Foster,"  11,  1874.  (she  M: -Ralph  Rawlings  (1851--1914 ) . 

DEATHS  :  -  - 

Irving  Clark  Foster, twin  son  of  John  &  Rachel  Foster; 

_ died  Oct,  1,  1871,  aged  2  yrs.  2  mos.  and  27  days.  - 

Thomas  Wilson , played  pipe  organ  in  Chicago,  He  married 
Mary  Alice  Hadwen,  and  they  had  three  daughters. 

Agnes, .Wilson^  gnmarried.  was  born  1834-same  aqe  as  Jim  Atkinson. 
JAMES  ATKINSON  AND  MRS.  TURNER  CELEBRATE. 

The  birthdays  of  James  Atkinson  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Ellen 
Turner,  were  celebrated  Friday  evening  (July  1916) , with  a  dinner 
party  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Atkinson,  1043  West  Wood  St,,  Mr. Atkinson 
was  82  years  old  Friday  and  his  sister  was  86  the  day  before. 

Both  are  in  good  health,  considering  their  age. 

The  dinner  was  given  by  Mr.  Atkinson1 s  daughter.  Miss  Alice 
Atkinson.  Ihere  were  nine  guests.  After  the  dinner  a  social 
evening  was  spent.  Both  Mr.  Atkinson  and  his  sister  were  born 
in  Eng.  Before  coming  to  Decatur  about  12  yrs.  ago,  they  lived 
at  Todds  Pt.  Mr,  Atkinson  is  active  for  his  age  and  enjoys  play¬ 
ing  croquet.  He  plays  over  at  the  R. A. Baird  home  and  has  many  good 
times  with  that  pastime,  firs.  Turner  also  goes  out  a  great  deal, 
making  many  drives  with  her  daughter  and  soninlaw.  Often  they  take 
drives  of  forty  miles  or  more.  Mrs, Turner  makes  her  home  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Baird,  1013  West  Wood  St,  -  -  -  -(clipping). 
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R.  A.  WILSON,  86,  DIES  IN  HOSPITAL. 

Came  to  America  from  England  in  1868.  Long  in  ill  health. 

Heard  Dr.  Livingstone  in  Liverpool  talk. 

Richard  A.  Wilson,  for  many  years  in  the  real  estate  and 
insurance  business  in  Decatur  and  at  one  time  one  of  the  best 
known  residents,  died  at  3  o'clock  Wednesday  morning  at  the 
Decatur  &  Macon  County  Hospital.  He  was  86  years  old. 

His  death  was  due  to  the  infirmities  of  age.  Mr.  Wilson  had 
been  gradually  failing  in  health  for  several  years.  He  had 
been  in  the  hospital  for  a  week  or  ten  days. 

R.  A.  Wilson  was  born  "Bramaskew  Farm,  England,  not  far  from 
Morecomb  Bay  in  1836.  He  came  to  America  in  1868,  when  he  was 
23  years  old,  coming  direct  to  Macon  County,  and  for  over  half 
a  century  he  had  been  a  familiar  figure  on  the  streets  of  Deca¬ 
tur.  For  many  years  he  had  his  office  with  the  late  David 
Patterson.  He  was  a  member  of  St.  John's  Episcopal  church,  and 
for  a  number'*  of  years  was  caretaker  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Wilson  had  a  wonderful  memory  of  things  that  occurred  dur¬ 
ing  his  boyhood  in  the  old  country  as  well  as  early  events  in 
central  Illinois  after  he  came  here.  He  was  perhaps  the  only 
man  in  Decatur  who  could  boast  of  having  listened  to  a  speech 
by  Dr.  Livingstone,  the  famous  African  Explorer.  It  was  the 
explorer's  farewell  speech  from  the  steps  of  the  Nelson  monu¬ 
ment  in  Liverpool  before  starting  back  to  Africa.  He  was  never 
seen  alive  in  England  after  that.  Later  Henry  M.  Stanley,  an. 
American  explorer,  went  in  search  of  Dr.  Livingstone,  found  him 
old  and  sick  at  Victoria  Nyanza,  remained  with  him  to  the  end 
and  brought  his  body  back  to  England  for  burial. 

Forty-five  years  ago  last  May  31st,  Mr.  Wilson,  while  acting 
as  town  clerk  for  Lowe  Township,  Moultrie  County,  signed. Town¬ 
ship  Bonds  for  $42,000.00  to  aid  railroads,  and  he  did  it  in 
spite  of  violent  protest.  Of  these  Bonds,  $30,000.00  was  to 
help  the  Paris  &  Decatur  railroad,  now  part  of  the  Pennsylvania 
line,  and  the  Indiana  &  Illinois  Central,  now  the  C.  I.  &  W. 

In  those  days  were  starting  without  sufficient  capital  to  com¬ 
plete  the  lines,  the  companies  depending  on  the  various  town¬ 
ships  through  which  the  lines  passed,  to  issue  bonds  to  help 
complete  the  work.  Macon  County  issued  $266,000.00  of  such 
bonds.  Lowe  township  had  voted  the  bonds,  but  before  they 
could  be  signed  by  Mr.  Wilson  as  town  clerk,  there  was  a  change 
of  sentiment  and  he  and  Supervisor  Kinney  were  threatened  with 
bodily  harm  if  they  signed  the  bonds.  They  signed  them,  how¬ 
ever,  but  Mr.  Kinney  could  not  stand  the  abuse  heaped  upon  him 
and  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  away. 

The  late  Attorney  Hugh  Crea  of  Decatur  represented  the  rail¬ 
road  companies  at  that  time.  Later  sentiment  changed  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Wilson  and  three  years  after  his  life  had  been  threatened 
he  was  nominated  as  candidate  for  the  legislature,  many  of  his 
former  enemies  being  among  his  staunchest  friends  &  supporters. 

When  he  went  to  Moultrie  county  it  was  virgin  prairie. 

Mr,  Wilson  was  an  excellent  writer,  and  his  writing  was  as 
legible  as  print.  Years  ago,  he  often  sent  communications  to 
"The  Review" .  One  of  these  written  only  three  years  ago, 
describes  the  old  Wilson  family  home  in  England  and  tells  of 
the  family  coming  to  America.  In  it  he  says;  -  - 
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"I  had  lived  in  Liverpool  four  years,  being  employed  as 
invoice  clerk  to  my  Uncle* s  wholesale  office.  In  1858  my 
folks  came  down  from  the  north,  picked  up  myself  and  my 
younger  brother,  Tom,  who  was  at  a  high  school  in  Liverpool, 
and  we  came  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  a  sailing  ship. 

After  we  left  Liverpool  and  until  we  sighted  New  York  we 
were  27  days  out  of  sight  of  land.  We  were  seasick  for  two 
weeks  and  then  recovered  and  got  what  they  called  ’our  sea- 
legs*  and  could  walk  about  the  shaking,  rolling,  stormy  deck 
with  the  best  of  them.  I  was  23  years  old  when  we  came  to 
this  country  and  have  been  in  Illinois  60  years.  We  came  here 
the  year  ’Old  Abe*  was  elected  president,  and  a  grand  old  man 
he  was.  We  lived  on  the  Brush  Creek  farm  the  first  five  years. 

I  thank  God  that  my  faculties  are  unimpaired.  I  have  a  good 
memory,  good  eyesight,  and  a  wonderfully  steady  hand." 

Mr.  Wilson  never  married. 

The  body  was  removed  to  the  Monson  &  Wilcox  undertaking 
establishment  and  prepared  for  burial. 

Mr.  Wilson  leaves  two  brothers,  William  Wilson  of  Decatur, 
and  Thomas  Wilson  of  Oak  Park,  Chicago.  A  nephew  Watson  Wilson 
lives  in  Liverpool,  England.  Funeral  services  will  be  conducted 
at  2  P.M.  Thursday  at  the  Episcopal  Church,  Rev.  D.  C.  Beatty 
conducting  the  service.  Burial  will  be  in  Greenwood  Cemetery. 
Friends  may  call  at  the  Monson  &  Wilcox  chapel  any  time  Thurs¬ 
day  morning. — (from  Decatur  "REVIEW"  Wed. evening,  Nov. 30, 1921. ) 
****  ************************** 

To  E.  T.  Randle;  Bethany,  Ill.  3/30-1952. 

Am  enclosing  a  clipping  about  Richard  Wilson  for  you  to  read. 
He  is  the  man  who  made  the  drawings  I  sent  you  of  Richard  Herd, 
of  Howgill  old  Chapel.  I  enjoyed  your  relative’s  letter  so  much. 
He  mentioned  a  Wm.  Wilson  (his  father  called  him  Wattie)  Wilson, 
coming  over  in  1855.  It  must  be  Richard’s  older  brother. 

I  knew  Wm’s.  daughter  Margaretta,  well.  Have  lost  all  trace  of 
her  now,  though.  Wm.  was  an  old  man  then.--  Grace  Baird. 

*Harold  C. Wilson, Ghyll  Close,  Kendal,  Eng.  in  Aug. 1953  told  me 
a  cousin  of  his  mother’s  by  name  Frank  Wilson,  married  the  dau¬ 
ghter  of ^ Dr .  Livingstone;  but  that  he  knew  of  no  relations  of  his 
Qs/qt  coming  to  USA.  He  is  connected  with  Friends  Society, Kendal, 

A  Clipping  from  Kendal  paper,  "Gazette";-  Died;_  At  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  USA.,  FRANK  WILSON,  youngest  son  of  late  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R  J 
Wilson,  15,  Beast  Banks,  Kendal,  aged  50.  -  -  -  - 


Family  of  Stewartson,  from  the  SJhelby  Co.  Atlas;- 
Wm.  Stewartson, Westmoreland  Co., Eng,  came  1842  to  Stark  Co., Ohio, 
to  Indiana,  1844,  and  to  Shelby  Co.,  1845,  His  wife,  Mary  Nicholson 
had  died  in  England  in  1838. 

Son, Thomas  married  1st ; Eliz , Parnell , of  Eng,,dau,of  Jno.&  Agnes  Parnell. 
She  died  1856, He  was  age  23  when  he  arrived  in  Ohio,  said  to  have  been 
90  when  he  went  to  Indiana,  lived  there  1  year, 

Childr en ; - John  went  to  Iowa. 

*  Thomas,  went  to  Washington, 

James,  ) 

Robert, (  all  in  Shelby  Co., Ill. 

William) 

*Samuel  Stewardson,  son  of  Thomas, an  infant  when  his  mother  died; 
was  raised  by  Miss  Mary  Foster,  and  said  he  want  in  Alaska  Gold  Rush 
with  Will  Foster.  qa 


Samuel  Stewardson,  M:  -  Jane  Hebblewaite,  (  a  sister  of  Agnes 
who  M: -  Thomas  Atkinson. )  M: -1883 ; Had  Belle  Stewardson,  who  married 
James,  son  of  James  Atkinson  and  Emily  Fear,  his  wife. 

Belle  has  a  sister  living  in  Texas. 

Some  member  of  Stewardson  family  founded  a  village  of  this  name 
south  of  Shelbyville.  *  A  G.  Graham  of  Blenheim,  N.Z.  wrote  in 
Nov.  1881,  to  John  Tyson,  "I  got  very  little  out  of  the  Stewardson 
Estate.  I  have  wrote  Stewardson  for  years,  but  have  not  heard 
from  him  for  years  now."  He  mentions  great  changes  around  Todds 
Point  by  now,  so  must  have  once  lived  around  there,  (E.T.R.) 

The  Family  of  William  Fear,  who  was  of  Somersetshire,  England. 
He  married  Hannah  Fowler,  for  a  while  they  lived  in  Wisconsin, 
then  came  to  Shelhy  Co., Ill.  He  d-1879,age  65. She  d-1877,age  63. 

James  Noon  of  Derbyshire , Eng.  Married  Hannah  Fear  (  1838-1900), 

Keziah  Fear,  (1840-1924)  M:  -  _  and  had 

Conrad  Meyers  Fear,  who  married  Mary  Sittler;- 

Absalom  Fear,  M: -  _  had  2  daughters,  Bertha (  a  nurse) 

and  Hilda  McNeeley,  of  Colton,  Cal.  (who  died  some  time  ago-?  ) 
Martha  M: -  Curtis  Fear  (cousins)  at  Wakesha,  Wise. 


James 

Fear 

(  1845-1873) 

died 

unmarried. 

Fanny 

ii 

1847-1946) 

M:  - 

Wm.  Atkinson 

(1836-1913) 

Emily 

it 

(  1849-1914) 

Ms- 

James  " 

(1834-1931 

Hulda 

it 

(  1854- 

M:- 

jrernando  Leathers  ( 

Mrs.  Hulda  Leathers,  one  of  Shelbyville f s  well  known  citizens, 
quietly  observed  her  97th  birthday  Friday,  attending  the  funeral 
of  Miss  Frances  Davis  in  the  afternoon, 

Mrs.  Leathers  reports  that  she  was  born  12/28-1954  in  Waukesha 
Co.,Wis.,  about  25  miles  from  Milwaukee.  Her  parents  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wm.  Fear,  of  English  descent.  The  family  came  to  Shelby  Co., 
Ill,  settling  about  7  miles  north  of  Shelbyville,  where  she  was 
raised.  After  marrying  Fernando  Leathers,  an  Attorney  and  Real 
Estate  dealer,  she  lived  in  Iowa  20-odd  years,  until  she  was 
widowed.  She  returned  here  and  lived  with  her  sister  until  the 
latter’s  death.  (Fanny).  Mrs.  Leathers  now  makes  her  home  with 
Kirs.  Cora  Mizell,  308  W.Main.  She  is  active  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  its  organizations,  the  Women1 s  Club  and  the  Eastern 
Star,  being  a  past  matron. 

She  suffered  a  fracture  hip  7  yrs.  ago,  in  fall  from  a  chair, 
when  cleaning  a  cupboard,  and  her  complete  recovery  is  quite  near 
a  miracle. 

Mrs.  Leathers  is  very  thankful  for  her  long  life  and  good 
health,  and  hopes  to  continue  to  be  a  useful  citizen  for  many 
more  years.  - 

Friday,  April  29,  1955-  Mrs.  Hulda  Leathers,  who  holds  the 
distinction  of  being  Shelbyville’ s  oldest  citizen,  suffered  a 
broken  hip  today  in  a  fall  at  the  home  of  Miss  Alice  Atkinson 
at  727  North  Broadway,  Shelbyville. 

She  is  a  patient  in  the  Shelby  Co.  Memorial  Hospital. 

-  Shelbyville  (Ill.)  News,  May  2,-1955.  - 
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John  Foster,  the  emigrant.  &  his  wife,  Eleanor  Atkinson,  above; 
Thos  ,  Joseph,  James, Alice, John;  (group)&  sister  Mary  (in  oval). 
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Front  row;  George  W.  Gunn, Arthur  G.  Foster,  James  Tyson; 

Back  row;  Thos.  Foster,  Isaac  Tyson  and  Joseph  Tyson,  on 
front  steps,  314  Melrose  Ave.  No.,  Seattle , Wash . 1905/or  1906. 


Left  to  right ;Hazel  Dedman  Shelton,  Fred  Dedman,  Mattie 
Dedman  Hoskins,  Garfield  Dedman,  Mayme  Dedman  Crowder,  ch.of 
Maggie  Foster  and  Jos.  Dedman,  taken  in  Aug.  1952  on  lawn. 


20x40'  log  cabin  of 
Joseph  &  Mary  Foster, 
built  about  1849  ; 

(  See  page  28  for  details) 
Later  covered  with  boards 
as  shown  here,  taken  in 
Oct.  1953, by  E.T. Randle. 
James  Foster  and  wife; 
Forest  Baird  and  wife; 
Melva  and  mother  Mattie; 
other  two,  I  do  not  recall 
names  now,tho  I  should. 


Herbert  Gunn,K.C.Mo 
&  grand- daught er ; 
Sara  Beth  Yates; 

Ada  Kathryn  Gunn; 
Mrs.  May  Mann,  and 
their  mother* 

Dora  Foster  Gunn, 
(taken  about  1947.) 


i 

i 


i 

i 


i 

i 

i 


Mrs.  H.  Parente, 

Gerry  Randle  Tarver, 
Elmer  T.  Randle, 
Harvey  Parente, 
on  way  to  and  near 
Mt.  Rainier,  Wash, 
in  1952. 

Victor  Tarver  took 
the  picture,  son  of 
Mrs.  Parente;  and  his 
step-father,  Harvey, 
died  suddenly  of 
heart  failure  at 
work;  2  mos.  later. 
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(#115)  . 


OBITUARY. 


(Jan.  18,  1921.) 

John  E.  Garman  died  of  Appoplexy  in  Decatur  Tuesday. 

This  community  was  shocked  just  after  noon  Tuesday  when  word  was 
sent  from  Decatur  that  John  E.  Garraan  was  dead.  He  had  gone  to  the 
office  of  Pan-American  Co.,  to  attend  a  meeting  of  stockholders. 

He  and  Charlie  Sanner  were  talking  and  suddenly  he  dropped  to  the 
floor.  He  was  laid  on  a  couch  and  his  physician  was  called  but  he 
passed  away  in  a  few  minutes. 

John  Garman  was  born  in  Jacksonville,  Pa.,  March  25,  1853.  His 
father  died  when  the  deceased  was  a  young  man.  He  had  been  quite 
successful  and  was  an  industrious  man  and  had  accumulated  considerable 
property.  Besides  his  farm  near  Prairie  Home,  he  owned  land  in  Louis¬ 
iana  and  Canada.  He  was  a  man  in  whom  people  had  great  confidence. 

For  many  years  he  lived  on  his  farm  near  Prairie  Home  and  probably 
filled  most  of  the  township  offices.  He  moved  to  Decatur  about  ten 
years  ago.  About  nine  years  ago  he  had  a  stroke  of  paralysis  in  a 
restaurant  here  and  it  left  him  a  cripple,  but  he  could  run  his  auto 
and  look  after  his  correspondence  by  using  a  typewriter. 

He  had  been  married  twice.  A  daughter,  Mrs.  Emma  Smith,  of  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  survives  him  from  his  first  marriage.  He  was  married  to 
Frances  Foster  April  3,  1889,  and  to  this  union  were  born  three  chil¬ 
dren,  Walter,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm,  Mrs.  DeForest  Baird,  who 
lives  near  Prairie  Home  and  Mary,  who  died  in  young  womanhood. 

He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  here,  a  charter  meri- 
ber  of  the  Knights  Templar  Commandery  of  Mattoon  and  was  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Ansar  Shrine  of  Springfield.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  Prairie  Home. 

The  funeral  was  held  at  his  home  in  Decatur  Thursday  at  2:00. 

The  Masonic  order  had  charge  of  the  services  at  the  cemetery. 

(#1162)  '  0  B  I  T  U  A  R  Y.  (12/3-1913.) 

Harley  H.  Foster,  son  of  Mrs.  A.  A.  Kemp,  was  born  in  Shelby  Co., 
Illinois,  Oct.  16,  1888,  and  died  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  in 
Sugar  City,  Colorado,  Dec.  4th,  1913,  at  5:25  Wednesday  morning. 

The  body  was  brought  to  Broken  Arrow  for  interment,  arriving  at 
10:49  Friday  forenoon.  Rev.  J.  C.  Henderson  preached  the  funeral 
sermon,  being  assisted  by  the  ministers  Rev.  Hughes,  Harkins  and 
Jolly.  The  funeral  was  one  of  the  largest  and  most  impressive  ever 
held  in  the  town.  Business  was  suspended  and  the  citizens  of  the 
town  came  out  to  pay  their  last  tribute  of  respect  to  him  whom 
they  all  loved  and  honored. 

Harley  Foster  never  knew  the  rough  wild  spell  of  life  which  so 
many  try  and  from  which  many  never  return.  He  was  baptised  in  inf¬ 
ancy,  converted  and  taken  into  the  M.  E.  Church  at  the  age  of  14  of 
which  he  was  a  member  to  the  day  of  his  death.  He  was  not  loud  in 
his  profession,  but  the  deep  principles  of  righteousness  ever  per¬ 
vaded  his  soul.  Business  was  transacted  on  the  square.  He  was 
conscientious,  forgiving,  sympathetic,  ready  to  assist  all  who  were 
actually  in  need  to  the  extent  of  his  ability.  When  his  last  hours 
approached  he  realized  it  and  at  5:25  Wednesday  morning  he  folded 
his  arms  across  his  bosom,  while  a  calmness  which  only  comes  to 
those  who  feel  that  under  neath  are  the  Everlasting  Arms,  his 
spirit  took  its  flight  and  he  was  gone. 

He  leaves  his  wife,  who  was  diligont  and  faithful  to  give  him 
every  comfort  and  assistance  possible  to  render,  one  little  child, 
he  loved  so  dearly,  his  mother,  whom  he  always  honored,  a  brother, 
whom  he  always  chose  for  his  associate,  and  a  host  of  friends  to 
mourn  his  loss.  The  beautiful  casket  was  covered  with  the  many 
wreaths  of  cut  flowers  was  taken  to  Park  Grove  cemetery  where  the 
remains  were  laid  to  rest.  -  J.  c.  Henderson,  pastor.  - 
(  Camp  No  .7785,  M  .V/.  of  A.  drew  up  4  resolutions  in  his  memory). 
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JOSEPH  RAWLINGS  (1813-12/9-1868,  age  56 ; Bur : -Prairie 
(wife)  Mary  ”  (1814-1895)  age  80  yr.  7  mo.  26  days 

*  (  daughter )  Druse  ilia  (Rawlings )  Bu  el  er  ;  d-  age  24. 

Drus cilia  (1846-3/14-1870)  M:-  Joseph  Burleigh  (or  Eueler-?). 

1- Wm. Rawlings, (  M:-  Jennie  Shannon  (  (  had  2) 

2-  Polly  Rawlings (5/2 3-1858-7/31- 1931) M: -Ceorge ^Dobson ( 1857-1905) 
who  was  son  of  Robert  Dobson  and  Fannie  Wright. 

21-Esther  Dobson( 11/21-1884-  M : -10/12-1904,  Jas.  S.  McCollum, 

went  from  Kansas  to  Idaho,  where  he  died  1/24-1926.  They  had; -9. 
211-  a  son,  born  Aug.  9th,  1905,  died  Aug.  13,  1905 


212-Wynona  McCollum, ( 2/13-1908-  M:-l/l-1932  Dwight  H.  Wilcox(4  ch.) 


213- Jas. 

214  Otis 

215 

216 

217 

218 
219 


D. 

Lloyd” 
George  C . 
Helen  L. 
Robt.  Glen 
Verna  M. 
Vernard  M. 


11/29-1910- 
5/18-1913- 
8/31-1915- 
11/20-19 17- 
5/4-1919- 
3/7-1921- 
10/8-1922- 


M: -9/12-1943  Charlene  Jenks  (2  ”  ) 
M: -6/28-1941  Mildred  Vandeventer . ( 4) 
M: -9/14-1940  DeLisle  Bryant  (none) 


M:-  2/1-1941  Robert  Ruark 
M: -10/4-1948  Anne  Bolton 
M: -6/28-1941  Wm .  Durant. 


(2 

(1 

(2 

(1 


ch. ) 
"  ) 


M :-9/30-1951  June  Moser 

22-Robert ^Dobson,  5/26-1888-  M: 1st ; -2/26-1913  Hope  Henry, 
(5/13-1893-1/9-1917)  .he  farmer , RFD. , Howard, Kans. 

221-Howard  Russell  Dobson(  12/23-1914 -  M : -1941 , Olive  Marie  Baker, 
born  Mch.  4,  1919,  and  live  316  S.  Plummer  St.,  Chanute,  Kans. 


2211- Laurence  Eugene  Dobson ,( 3/1-1942, 

2212- Russell  Kent  Dobson,  (9/6-1943, 

2213-  Linda  Hope  Dobson,  (10/  -1944,  lived  only  a  few  hours.) 
222-  Hope  Coleen  Dobson,  (1/8-1917,  who  died  age  of  ten  months.) 

( #22)Robert  ( above)M: -2ndly :10/2-1929 .Viola  Bobzien( b-8/15-1888- 
^S^Mae  Dobson  ( 5 / 2^-1896 - Sav ery , K ans . M : - 7^7 -1920, Paul  R.  Aasby ; 
231-Geo.  Henry  Aasby ,( 4/15-1922-  (#23  lives  Holabird,  S.Dak.) 


ti 


232- Gertrude 

233- Marvin  Edwd." 

23 4-  Leonard  Lyle 

235 - Kenneth  Wayne” 

236-  Elinor  Marie  ” 

237 - Donald  Keith  " 

238- Arlen  e _ Mae  " 

#2121-  James 


( 1/16  - 1 9  2  4- - 1 0/25  - 1 9 53 ) 
( 11/ 25-1925 ) 

(  5/4-1927) 

(  6/10-1929- 
(  6/29-1931-  M:-  Mr 

i  12/22-1933- 
(  9/25-1935- 


Hahn 


Haynes; 

#214 -had  Billy; 


Wilcox;  #2122-Paul  Wilcox;  2*123 -Mary  Jane  Wilcox- 
#2 12 4 -Kenneth  Wilcox. 


Dennis;  Sherrie;  Geral. 


#215-  "  no  children . 

#216-  ”  Charlene  Ann  and  Ronald. 

#217-  ”  one  child;-  Donald  Lee  McCollum. 

#218-  ”  #2181-Allan  Durant  and  #2182-  Paul  Durant. 

#219-  "  one  son,  #2191-  Steven  Me  Collum. 

#215-  ”  Judy _ and _ Myrna  Me  Collum. 

Note: -Geo.  Thos. Dobson,  had  a  sister,  Mary,  who  died  age  74;- 
She  married  late  in  life  to  Robert  Pool-?-and  went  to  Texline,  Tex. , 
or  Clayton,  N.Mex.-had  no  children.--  Another  sister,  Annie,  who 
M:-  Chas.  L.  Rogers  (deceased  now)  Address  was  Montgomery  City, Mo. 
and  they  had  two  sons  (one  now  ”)  and  two  daughters. 

Emma  Dobson  (also  may  be  living) M:  -Frank  Heaton,  alas  of  Texline 
Tex.  or  Clayton, N  .M. ,  and  had  one  child  HILDA,  -per  #22-Robt .  Dobs  on . 
#5 -Fred  Rawlings,  M:-  Miss  Scott, "lives  Mulhlll,  Okla. 

#6 -Lucy  ”  (4/9-1862-1935)  M:-1887  Wm. Robinson  Baird( 1852-1938 ) 
#61-Herbert  Leslie  Eaird(  1888-1940 )  did  not  marry. 

#62  Alfred  Ray  Baird  (b-1890-  M:-  Ruth  Allen, live  Webster  City, la. 

#62 1-Chas. Allen  ”  b-1919-  M:-  Betty  Donaldson,  have  4  children. 

#622-Alfred  Ray  ”  b-1923-  M:-  Maurine  Benz. 


#63 --Lee  Rawlings  Baird( 1902  M: -Princess  Allen,  no  children. 
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